Should Bhattacharya remain Chief Minister
Of West Bengal ?
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Should Budh Dev Bhattacharya remain Chief Minister of West Bengal?
In view of the 'Singur' fiasco and Nandigram tragedy in West Bengal ----- a
state where the bailot has been returning the CPI (M) government to power

NITE TR i

By Satya Pal Dang

for more than a quarter of century, many retorms under the leadership of
Jyoti Basu former CM have been instrumental in improving the lives of

people in this state --- However the same welfare for the people of the state
can hardly be seen in the governance ot the present incumbent!

The statement of a top-most leader of the party in power and its general
secretary that the 'CM should stay’ despite such callous decisions that went
against the interest of the people has come has a shock and created serious

doubts about the credibihity of the party i power.

[n the larger imterest of the country other Left Parties supporting the
government took the step in disassociating themselves from the course
followed CPI (M) which ---though a step in the night direction, scems to be
'ilnadequate’---

The left parties could have taken a stronger stand and disassociaied
themselves from governance and made a declaration to the effect "that they
would support government from outside on "issue to issue" basis". That
would have served the interest of the country and also of left parties”.

[t was an 1ll-conceived decision of West Bengal Government to uproot
thousands of peasants in "Singur’ depriving them of their land for "Tata' to set
up an industry- to manufacture small cars for the upper sections of middle
classes — mn the name of developing industry and creating employment,
forgetting that while industry 1s necessary, so s agriculture!

[t was argued that those deprived of land were given compensation which
holds hittle comfort for land owners. Peasant needs his land the most, for the
livelthood of his family and his coming generations.

The most shocking part in this entire episode s that 'banjar’ or infegtile land
nearby was available 1o be given 1o "Tatas’ 1o set up the car industry, pointed
out.by Mamta Banerjec.

However no explanation came forth as to why that "infertile land ' was not
utihized for car industry even as 'Tatas’ said they would have the site allotted.

The same story has been repeated i 'Nandigram' for another top industry, on
bigger scale, with more tragic results. In reply to massive resistance by the
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people, repression was resorted to. It was first reported that sixty people had
been killed lWection of the media reported that the number of those
I
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killed wa¥ 1n8r& #an three hundreds including men, women and children__
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This tragedy not only aroused outrage all over the country but attracted
world—-wide attention. Some even compared it to the Jallianwala Bagh

tragedy.
It can only be a solace that West Bengal Government dropped the earlier
policy bowing to the will of the people in an announcement not to further

pursue the 'depraved’ policy.
However, vital matters have been swept under the carpet:

e No one has owned the responsibility for ruthless, uncalled for and
unjustified repression and loss of so many lives.

e No one has been punished — neither any from the police nor from
Government offices responsible for tragedy e.g. any Magistrate, nor
any othoreadres. 04**‘*-0“6133 'l veig ht fanve

e No one has unearthed the covert "arrangement” that the company/had
with the government /A

o Neodhand-ofthepawers-that-be>~havebeenr—exposed—n-grvng-orders
causHre-deatisToT ey

Be that as it may, the Chief Minister should have at least owned moral
responsibility and resigned. But view expressed by topmost leader of the
CPI (M) 1ts General Secretary that "Chief Minister will remain in saddle”,

comes as shock!
[t can be safely presumed from this uncalled for support for CM that neither

any police officer nor anvone else will be punished as not even a judicial

inquiry has been ordered.
Worst perhaps 1s the fact that no help for the families of those killed

has been announced — either 1n the form of jobs, compensations or grants.

[t fills me with a sense of shame that such a great tragedy should have
happened in the left-ruled state;however it is a comfort that CPI and other
left partners of the government have openly disassociated them from what

the Chief Minister was doing! Tragedy 1s however manifold that -

according to some reports "neither the cabinet nor the party was taken into
confidence about projects in 'Singur’ and 'Nandigram'.
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One can only hope that these would be a really serious debate inside
the CPI (M) to introspect on this serious matter. This is desirable not only in
the interests of the CPI (M) and but for the entire left and the country as a

whole because CPI (M) is the biggest and strongest left party till date.
A strong left s the vital need of the country to counter both the BJP

and Congress. 5‘)[6@7{}“ prv(\/
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An _Emotional Journey through Lahore’a” d
& I ~ surroundings

Prof. Chaman qu

I was trying to go to Lahore on 23™ March, 2006, seventy fifth
martyrdom anniversary of Bhagat Singh. I had a wish that Indian and
Pakistani people should together commemorate this historic event. That
could not materialize due to various reasons. But this year an unexpected
invitation came. This was to present paper on Dr. B.R.Ambedkar on his birth
anniversary at Lahore on 13™ April. The invitation came from Ganga Ram
Heritage Foundation. The name of Sir Ganga Ram is well known in this part of
Punjab and Delhi. Delhi, like Lahore has Ganga Ram hospital; quite known for
its service. Sir Ganga Ram, a well known Architect, apaﬂ{i from Bhai Ram
Singh, had desugned the most beautiful buildings of Lahore. He had designed
some buildings in Patiala and Amritsar too. But Ganga Ram Foundation should
hold a seminar on Dr. Ambedkar, it was little perplexing to me. In any case I
accepted the invitation and prepared my paper and sent in time. The other
participant from India was- V.T.Rajshekhar, editor of 'Dalit Voice' from
Bangalore. There were participants from U.K.; Nepal and Pakistan as well.
This was also known after reaching Lahore that not only in Lahore, there was
another seminar on Dr. Ambedkar at Karachi on 14™ April. In Karachi
seminar too, some Indian Dalit scholars had participated.

I was born and brought up in Indian part of Punjab, that too after
partition. My forefathers had been living in village Mehraj of Bathinda
district, so I had no particular reason to be excited about Lahore or west
Punjab. T am an atheist, so there is no religious reason also to go to Pakistan.
Yet I had felt an excitement. Perhaps, for two reasons. One, I have been
involved with the study of Bhagat Singh and his movement, Ghadar movement
and Kartar Singh Sarabha, also have been centre of my aftention. Both
these ‘national heroes were executed in Lahore jail. Bhagat Singh's life gnd
achvmes were centered more in Lahore, so I wanted to visit the locations of
his activities. The other reason was that I had read and heard about Lahore
that 'One that has not seen Lahore, he or she is not born'. This folk saying of
Punjabi is title of well known Hindi play by Asghar Wazahat, which
incidentally has been staged in Lahore twice. If going abroad for first time
in life could also be considered a reason for excitement that can also be
counted one. But as it turned out later, not for a moment, I felt that I am in
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an ‘alien’ country, where I should move carefully as a ‘foreigner’, particularly
- when the relations between two Governments, though at thaw, are not in the
best of friendly terms. Frankly speaking this reasoning did not work at
Lahore and I was so freely moving in Lahore, at any point of time in day or
night, as any ‘Lahoria’ would be moving. In spite of the fact that after just
landing up at Lahore airport, I was in store for a minor trouble. I was issued
visa in the category of Sikh pilgrimage, the jatha for Baisakhi coincided with
these dates. But the four copies of visa forms, which I filled up at my own,
had listed eight different places to visit, including Taxila, Faislabad(Bhagat
Singh’s birth place) Islamabad, Peshawar etc. Pakistan High Commission
office in Delhi did not return me two copies of that, which was obligatory to
submit at airport, after arrival and departure. However visa stamp was put
on my passport, that was of Sikh pilgrimage. I was little apprehensive about
it and had twice checked up with the concerned official at Pakistan High
commission, who kept on assuring me of 'no problem’. The young duty girl at
airport, who was made to return from Delhi airport for the Same reason, was
adamant that in absence of those two papers, I must be 'sent back’ by return
flight. Even this situation did not unnerve me. She called her senior officer.
I told him that if they want to send me back, they may. My tickets were
sent by my hosts and they were waiting outside with '‘Rose Garlands’, as is
the practice in Lahore to receive guests. They were rather more worried
than me and sent message through some security personnel. I told them not
to worry, since I strangely felt confident to handle this situation. I told the
airport officer and duty girl, addressing her as 'beta’ that I had come for a
seminar and was among those, who want Punjabis on both sides to meet more
frequently and want friendship among people. I showed them my invitation
papers efc. I talked to them in chaste Punjabi, rather than in Urdu or
English. Officer was convinced of my sincerity, even the duty girl was no
more hostile and I came out of airport after forty five minutes or so,
relieving my hosts, who welcomed me so warmly.

We were put up in hotel-"Holiday Inn’, which is perhaps third biggest
hotel of Lahore. The seminar was also to be held in the hotel conference hall.
I reached 12™ April night and seminar was on 13™ April at 5.00 p.m. On 13"
morning, as my usual practice in Indian cities, I came out for a morning walk,
though I did check up with hotel people that if I need to carry my passport
with me. They assured me that there was no need and I could just mention
hotel name, if someone enquired. As it turned out, that not even once, during
my eight days stay, I was checked by any police or security person. So I took
a walk towards 'Ferozepur road’, reaching 'Luxmi Chowk’, without of course
knowing the place. I refturned from the front of Punjab Assembly, that too I
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did not know. Marvelous Allama Iqbal memorial building was in front of the
hotel and 'Al Hamrd', the cultural centre of today's Lahore was just few

steps away, so was Mall road and Lawrence Garden or Company‘b__gh,_now
given the name 'Bage-Jinnah'. Amritsar and Lahore both had these similar
gardens in similar name-Lawrence gardens or company bagh in popular
parlance. I wished to go out for a while as the seminar was in the evening,
but could not. So the next best thing I did was to change my Sim card in
mobile and take Pakistani sim temporarily, to be in touch with acquaintances
in Lahore and at some other places. There was no problem of currency.
Though T had taken some dollars at Delhi airport, every one has told me that
Indian rupee is accepted everywhere. It proved to be true; I did not spend a.

single dollar during my stay and spent them on duty free shop at Delhi on
return,

Malwinderjit Singh Waraich had given me contact of his village
mate Wassey Khan, who came from his ancestrali v:ilage- Lﬂdhewai Waraich
in Pakistan. The man became so emotional at receiving my ‘call that he drove
for two hours in his car to reach for the seminar. He wanted me to visit his
and waraich sahib’s village, which T could not. Chief Guest of the seminar was
Governor of Punjab-Khalid Magbool. The seminar started nearly in time and
the Governor came when I was speaking. The first speaker of seminar was
Surender Valasai, President of Scheduled Caste Federation of Pakistan.
from Karachi. He spoke in detail about the conditions of Dalits in Pakistan,
which were given reservation in jobs at one time, like in India. Reservations
were withdrawn at some stage and Dalits in Pakistan are demanding
reinfroduction of reservations for them. Dr. AmbeMé popular
Jn-ong Pakistani Dalits, many of whom are Hindus and Christians. Dr.
Rukhsana Sidigi , a woman scholar from Lahore was to speak next. Suleman
Asif, UN reprenstative in Islamabad was the next to speak. Asif has bold me
out with his 'shudh Hindi', the earlier night during dinner. The man was so

much exposed to Hindi and Sanskrit literature that T just wondered at our
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ignorance about Pakistani p_eople Dr. Shyam Katuwal from Tribhuvan
Universify was next to speak. Dr. Faqir Mohamad Bhatti, a Pakistani
historian from U.K. spoke after me and V T Rajshekhar before the Governor.
Earlier Dr. Yousaf Bukhari, Director Ganga Ram Foundation has welcomed
the speakers and spoke about the aims of foundation. V T Rajshekhar and I
both spoke about the closeness among people of both countries, while I
spoke little emotionally about Lahore city and Bhagat Singh. Apart from
speaking about Dr. Ambedkar’s humanist philosophy, I told audience that the
fearth of Lahore was as pious for me as was for them, since this earth had
the blood of martyrs like Bhagat Singh, Kartar Singh Sarabha etc. in it. I
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also said that the earth of Jalianwala Bagh was also as pious for them as it
was for us, as the blood of Hindu-Muslim and Sikh martyrs was part of it. I
told my audience that Bhaga’r Singh Eglg_n_qgg,to them as much, as to us,
since he was born awd there mostly and was martyred at Lahore. I
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almost admonished them for not owning him, while we have made him our
national hero. I also spoke about the mad and criminal act of communal
frenzy created by vested political interests during 1947, causing untold
sufferings to lakhs of people on both sides and of all communities. While the
past may not be forgotten, yet lessons can be learnt from it, that was my
plea to my Punjabi brethren (and sisters) on other side of the fence.
Governor Khalid Magbool spoke very rationally and paid tribute to Dr.
Ambedkar. After the programme was over, so many people came and warmly
hugged me, they were touched by what I said about our common cultural
bonds. At dinner, I met reprenstatives of Dalit community in Pakistan. Most
of them from Christian background and were members qﬁéPunJab Assembly
or District Assembly. Pakistan has evolved a system of assembly from Tehsil
level to national assembly. Lt. General(Retd.) Zulifkar Ali Khan was also
present at this occasion. He is chairman of Evacuees property trust board.
This is interesting to know that Pakistan Government has allowed the

e

formation of Ganga Ram_ Foundation and also Dayal Singh Research and
Cultural Foundation in the last two-three years. Ganga Ram foundation is
located in Aggarwal dharmshala in Aggarwal street. The dharmshala was in
bad shape and now it is being revived. Many members of Sikh jatha were also
staying in that dharmshala in those days. Pakistan Govt., on this Baisakhi day
celebrations, which were organized by Dayal Singh foundation at Lahore
itself has also announced the setting up of Guru Nanak University at

Nankana Sahib or Taxda Governor Punjab had participated in that
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programme also, which was s attended by Indian jatha.

I was in Lahore till noon of 21°" April, when I took my flight back to
Delhi and T wanted to utilize my stay there in most fruitful way. My purpose
was to meet writers/scholars, like minded people and to visit historical
places. T began with tourism kind first. The first stop was _l;ahore Museum,

quite well known. The section attracted me most was photographs, of course
black and white, of freedom struggle. In Lahore, it was Pakistan freedom
struggle, for me it was a mixed struggle. I saw the photographs of national
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhash Bose and Baldev
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Singh alon gysuitLLnngh Liaqat Ali Khan, Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan etc. Lot
many photographs of chma Jinnah also. The photographs of Ratti, Parsi

wife of Jinnah and Th__e_lr' daughter Dina attracted my attention a lot. Then
there was complete Gandhara Art section, haying Buddhist tradition in art in
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NWFP area. There is now a complete section on Sikh art as well. Old
‘Deorhies’(Front door of house) were too attractive to be missed. Renowned
National College of Art is locared next to Museum, but I could visit it later.
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I saw three books Mshed by college recently, two being on Sir Ganga Ram
and Bhai Ram Singh. It looks like slowly but steadily, Pakistan, par"ncularlyﬂ( l1//
f
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Lahore is owning up its traditional richness, even when it is not Islamic.
Having a lunch in bazaar, where you can never get a good vegetable
cooked. Lahore is a heaven for non-vegetarians, where the food streets of
Anarkali and Gwalmandi have become such craze that Lahore remains awake
all night. After visiting food street one night at 1.00 am., we moved to
Shimla hills of Bage-Jinngh, where classical music programme was going on at
2.00 am. Farida Khanum had just completed her singing. Lahore is such a
culturally alive city that one just wonders. I remembered my student days in

JNU, when we used to go to Mavlankar hall for listening to classical

programmes in late night. Those days are over in Delhi, but no‘r in Lahore.
Visiting Shahi Qila( Royal fort) is not so exciting,“#t is not so well
maintained, but fhe Samadhi of Ranjit Singh, who once ruled from this fort
is almost part of the for'r, which has Gurdwara of fifth Guru as well. Close
by is Minar-e-Pakistan, built after 1947, which on its walls have the
resolution of Pakistan, passed on 23" march 1940. This resolution is carved
in English, Urdu, Punjabi and Bengali.

Visiting sites relating to Bhagat Singh's activities was another
attraction of Lahore. Accompanied by Zubair, well known progressive story
writer of Punjabi, I first went to Bradlaugh Hall, which few people know now.
Hall is in dilapidated condition and some training school is being run from
there. From the shape of building, one can well imagine that it was a grand
building once. Fortunately, the foundation plate is still intact. The foundation
of this headquarters of freedom movement was laid by Surender Nath Sen
in 19004t would be better if Government of India could impress upon
Pakistan Govt. to get it declared as heritage building. Lajpat Rai Hall of
Lahore, which housed famous Dwarka Dass library, now in Chandigarh, is now
held by fingerprint bureau of Pakistani police. I could rot visit this place
neither could I locate National Collége where Bhagat Singh was a student
during 1922-26. T could not locate Khwasarian village, nearby Lahore, which
was the abode of Bhagat Singh famuly for many_ xeq{_?Even river Ravi bank,
where Lala Lajpat Rai and later the remains of Bhagat Singh , Rajguru and
Sukhdev were cremated or Bhagwati Charan Vohra gave his life in bomb
explosion, while testing, could not be located. Ravi has perhaps dried up and
people say it has become a ‘nallah’. They also say that India has stopped

releasing water to river Ravi. However I could easily locate the place of




Saundras killing and DAV college hostel nearby. There is not much change in
that area, except that DAV College and hostel have turned into Govt. Islamia
College and hostel now. But the SSP office remains the same as was during
Scott's time. I was also able to visit 'Phansighat’, execution spot of Lahore
jail, which has now been demolished and Shadman Chowk or' Fountain Chowk’
instead has come up. It is a residential colony now, with no trace of jail or its
historicity, where hundreds of freedom fighters were hanged. Democratic
Pakistani activists do gather on 23" March at Shadman Chowk and burn
candles. They also plan to put a plaque nearby, indicating its historicity.
Bhagat Singh lived in many houses of Lahore during his underground days and
people still talk of those houses. One such house is said to be on Jail road.
Najam hussain Sayeed, well known Punjabi writer lives on jail road, but he
has no idea of that house.

I could go to birth place of Bhagat Singh with newly met local
friends, who arranged a car, which took us first Yo Waris: Shah's mazar at
Jandiala Sheikh. We crossed through Sheikhuptira fowniéquite known and
from distance I was shown ‘haran magar’, beautiful place built in memory of a
deer, which got killed during shikar by Prince Salim. Visiting Waris Shah
mazar was an experience, where every year competition of singing 'Heer' is
held and it starts with singing of Amrita Pritam’s * Aaj Aakhan Waris Shah
nun......... From Jandiala , we moved to fo Nankana Sahib. It is a small town, but
the access road is huge. Pakistan has paid more attention to its roads and
correctly boasts of its motorways from Lahore to Peshawar. But Pakistan
lacks in railway services. Nankana Sahib has eight Gurdwars in its vicinity,
including the main one, where in February 1921; morcha was started against
Mahants, who were polluting the pious place. Mahants, supported by British
colonialists had killed nearly two hundred Sikhs, before vacating the
Gurdwara. Inside the Gurdwara, there is 'Shaheed Jand(tree), where one
protestor Lachhman Singh was burnt alive. In Nankana Sahib, most of the
-Gurdwaras relate to Guru Nanak's childhood stories—where he was born,
where he played, where he studied etc. T took ‘langar’ with my Muslim
friends of Lahore, who had accompanied me there.

From Nankana Schib, there was direct route to Jadanawala, though
road patch was bad for few kilometers. Crossing Jadanawala, a tehsil town,
we reached at the road leading to Chak No. 105, before we could ask
someone on the way a pleasant surprise awaited us. There was a fin board on
roadside, painted with Bhagat Singh picture behind bars. Some Jasbeer
Singh from Faislabad( Old name Lyalpur) had put this signboard, with his
email address. It became easier for us. When we were reading the
signboard, some people came close to us and seeing our interest in Bhagat
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Singh told us the lane to his village. They suggested that before going to
village, we should meet one Farhan Khan nearby. As it turned out, Farhan
Khan is 82 year old gentleman, retired as Excise officer, having his factory
named as Gulab Farm, adding Bhagat Singh town on the signboard. He
belonged to Chak NO.107, Pathankot nearby. We reached his place and he
welcomed us warmly. In his drawing room, there was old but framed, glass
broken black and white photograph. The typical hat wearing popular

photograph. Farhan Khan was too happy talking about Bhagat Singh family.
He was five years old, when Bhagat Singh was martyred, Bhagat Singh'
younger brothers, names he did not remember (Obviously Kulbir Singh and
Kultar Singh), used to meet him. The man was such admirer of Bhagat Singh
that T wanted to present him a copy of his writings, but I had no spare
copy.I had taken few copies , recently published in English by Leftword and
NBT. Farhan Khan got it photocopied, borrowing it for just one hour or so,
the time, which we spent at house of Bhagat Singh. We moved to Chak no.
105, accompanied by the man sent by Farhan Khan."It was getting dark. The
road to village was not very good. When we reached there, it was not the old
house; it was now being shared by three Virk brothers. Paklsfan have as
many Virks, Randhawas, Sehgals, Bhattis,Cheemas, Waraiches s Gills or ‘Sidhus
eTc as much we might be having in our part of Pum_aé It was almosT four
canal land area, which is now shared by Igbal Virk, Sadig Virk and Mushtagq
Virk families- the three brothers, who were allotted this house after
partition. They had migrated from Virk village from Amritsar. Out of the
three, Sadiq Virk is no more, but his family lives there. When we reached
there were few women working near Chullah, later on we could meet Akhtar
Virk, son of Mushtaq Virk, who is now advocate at Faislabad. He told us that
not only this house, they also acquired 17 acre Mango garden of Kishan
Singh, father of Bhagat Singh. Asked about the value of this much land, we
were fold it was six lakh per acre, which meant that it has value of more
than one crore rupees today. Though Bhagat Singh family also having garden
at Chak no. 105, was not known earlier to us, yet it came as no surprise to
me. The judge, who wrote judgment for the execution of Kartar Singh
Sarabha, has clearly mentioned that Kishan Singh (father of Bhagat Singh)
has contributed one thousand rupees (nearly one lakh rupees of today) to
the cause of Gadar party in 1914 or 1915 The legend of Bhagat Singh and
family becomes more fascinating, because their commitment to the nation
overstepped their comforts in life. It is no wonder that Wagar Ahmad, a
political science student from Peshawar becomes enamored of Bhagat Singh
and reached me through mail, just to know more about Bhagat Singh. Wagar
remained in touch with me on phone during my stay in Lahore and was hoping




to meet me, as Peshawar University Teachers Association was trying very
hard to get visa cleared for me, so that I could visit Peshawar. We had
welcomed Peshawar University teacher’s delegation recently in JNU. And it
was also during my stay in Lahore, Raza Naeem, a columnist for Dawn,
reached me through mail to get a copy of 'The Jail Notebook and Other
writings' of Bhagat Singh, compiled and introduced by me and published by
Leftword on this 23" March, for reviewing it in 'Dawn’. I could leave a copy
for him in Lahore, apart from talking on phone many times. Raza wanted to
hold discussions in Karachi about Bhagat Singh.

Lyalpur was built by British officers as a planned city. This area has
very fertile land, so the peasants from other parts of Punjab were
encouraged to buy lands here, just as many Punjabi peasants had gone to
Terai area to buy lands. Interestingly more people from Doaba went there.
They were allotted lands in villages named as Chak with numbers. The
families which shifted here attached the name of their. yxllage or area to
these numbered chaks. Thus Chak no. 65 is Mukundpur; Chak no 67 is
Gidderpindi, Chak no. 104 is Samra, Chak no.105 is Bange(From Banga of
Doaba),Chak no 106 is Khurla, Chak no. 107 is Pathankot Chak no. 1C9 is
Bajajanwala and so on. These names continue after partition as well. Only the
landowners and inhabitants of the houses have changed. We were told that
prior to 1963, there were not many restrictions and lot many people used to
visit these places. After 1965, restrictions increased, recent years, there
again has been some relaxation and people are again coming to visit these
places. We were told that a bus full of Punjabis from Canada had come to
visit the place last year. After partition Lyalpur, renamed as Faislabad,
became the centre of textile industry. It is now the third biggest city of
Pakistan, after Karachi and Lahore. But the city has probably suffered the
same problems as has been faced by Ludhiana. Faislabad cloth is rated high
in Asian market.

From Chak no. 105, we moved to Faislabad, it was night now. After a
while, we took the motorways from Faislabad to Lahore and reached in about
two hour's time. Only limited vehicles are allowed on the motorways, so the
traffic moves fast, smoothly and safely.

I wished to go to Taxila and Islamabd at least, but the time was
short and I had to meet people in Lahore yet. So I stayed in Lahore for the
remaining days. I shifted from five star hotel to different locations. I spent
one night with some young students, one of them Imran was teaching Urdu af
Govt. College at Nankana Sahib. Another night I spent at the guest house of
a NGO-South Asia Participation, who organized a talk with its researchers
and staff as well. SAP Deputy Director Irfan Mufti offered me to take to




Bulle Shahl's mazar at Kasur in one of the evenings. That was a pleasant
invitation, which I readily accepted. Though the road to Kasur, which was
under reconstruction, was somewhat irritable and sixty kilometer journey on
car took almost three hours, yet the atmosphere at mazar made it just
forget. At about eleven at night, the mazar was full of people, singing,
dancing inside and outside the mazar. People were offering flowers, but the
women were not allowed to go inside the sanctorum. They would give the
flowers to the caretaker and watch inside from windows. That was unlike
Bulle Shah, but everything else was just like Bulle Shah. People dancing
traditional folk forms like Jhummar and singing Kafis of Bulle in most

fascinating voice and with sweetest of musical chords. AN

After visiting Nankana Sahib, Waris Shah and Bulle Shah's places
and talking to cross sections of people, I felt that partition had paralyzed
the Punjabi body of cultural oneness. Both sides of Punjabi people have
strange kind of thirst for each other, which I could realize in Lahore that
both are missing vital and healthy part of each otherand inside feel
incomplete without each other. The overwhelming emotion on both sides for v’
each other, (perhaps more on West Enjgb side), speaks volumes about the
cultural losses, which both parts of Punjab have suffered due to this
completely irrational division of one complete cultural unit, consisting of
three major communities- Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus, due to parTiﬂori for
purely political reasons of gaining political power. I think all Bengalis and
Punjabis must be cursing the politicians on all sides of borders, for making
their cultural units as sacrificial goats to obtain political power. Pakistani
Punjab is almost three times bigger than Indian Punjab. The population of

Pakistani Punjab is nine crores, which is more than half of total population of
‘P:-Paklsfan It is true that PU!‘\JGbI language and literature has developed more *

Lg/I\nEi\lgrLgarT of Punjab, but WCEQMI cul’rure 1s still more
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alive in Pakistani Punjab. The ridiculing saying about Punjab culture e that ‘it is
just agriculture’, is contribution of post partition Indian Punjab, which has
built no strong cultural centre of its own, whereas Lahore was alwaySI
considered as one of the most cultured cities of undivided India, the
tradition which is still alive in Lahore. Lahore has developed tremendously
after partition, now its population has grown to nearly one crore, whereas,

prior to partition Amritsar and Lahore were just like twin cities. Amri’rsar f}wﬁ

has just shrunk and lost its eminence, except in religious sense, after l/
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par‘h’rlon
I could not move around Androon Lahore(Inner city) and see its twelve
much known '‘Darwazas’(Gates) About some of the gates, Yashpal has vividly

depicted in his epic Hindi novel-"Jhootha Sach'.Shahlimi gate, ’rhe_Wor‘sT
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centre of communal riots in 1947, Mochi gate, Bhatti gate, Hathi gate,
Domoriya gate(Like domoroyia bridge in Jalandhar). But the last three night
stay in Punjab University Lahore's guest house gave me a little feel of my
student days in Panjab University Chandigarh in 1971-72. The little market
on new campus has that touch of Chandigarh market, though Chandigarh
market is more developed. The hostels, where I took my morning tea and
breakfast are almost similar to PU hostels in Chandigarh. The name of
University has been changed to-'The University of Punjgb’ Lahore, aftfer
partition, yet buildings like Library, cafeteria carries the same old name-
Punjab University Lahore. In Indian Punjab, the spellings of university were
mchanged to 'Panjab University’, to differentiate from Punjab Umversufy
Lahore. The visit to Oriental College in old campus of the University, which
houses- Urdu, Persian, Punjabi and now revived Hindi deptt. as well was again
intferesting. To see the names of Dr' ‘Mohan Singh Diwana or Bhai Santokh
Singh to Sadhu Ditt Singh in Punjabi deptt. office was an. sexperience. That
Punjabi deptt. of Punjab University is as old as*1879, |$’*"‘per‘haps not even
known on this side of Punjab. Interestingly,the only one teacher working on
temporary basis in Hindi deptt. in Punjab University Lahore turned out to be
my student from Punjabi University Patiala. She is Shabnam Riaz, who
migrated to Lahore from Malerkotla, after marriage and after doing her
M.A. in Hindi from Patiala. Incidentally Lahore is known for its educational
institutions. Falling prey to privatization, it has almost twenty five
universities located in Lahore city itself, including one women umversn’ry

Even the Govt College has been turned into Govt. College University, an odd
name.

S

- Meeting people was an enriching experience for me. I had already some
contacts and also many references. I was keen to meet Salima Hashmi,
daughter of legendry poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz, who along with Faqir Aazijudin,
both well known artists and art scholars of Pakistan had recently visited Fine
Arts deptt. of Punjabi University Patiala, in context of a seminar. So one
evening I spent with Hashmis at their Model Town house, where once Faiz
lived. Prof. Salima hashmi is now Dean, Visual Arts of Beaconhead University
Lahore, after retiring as Principal of famous National Art College of Lahore.
Her husband Prof. Shoib Hashmi. retired Economics Professor is columnist
for some dailies and jolly person. Their daughter is named as Meera and
granddaughter as Anya. Salima told that Faiz Ahmad Faiz had heard shots of
firing on Saundras, as he was somewhere close to DAV College that day.
These shots were also heard by legendry Communist leader of Pakistan late
Mazhar Ali, this was confirmed by his wife and mother of famous writer
Tamq Ali—Tara Mazhar Ali, whom I met at her house and presen’red Bhagat
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Singh's writings, she is also among those, who celebrate Bhagat Singh in
Pakistan. Tara Mazhar Ali, at the age of 82 years and Salima Hashmi, both
are active in democratic movement of Pakistan. Salima had taken part in a
women's rally during my stay. Leftist activists in Pakistan are called
‘Surkhe’(Reds) in popular par'lcmce . One such ‘surkha’, I met by chance at
FnchonhouseTaookshop a progressive publisher and bookseller of Lahore.
Fictionhouse has published almost all books of eminent historian Mubark Ali,
both in Urdu and English. As I had taken some photocards of Bhagat Singh
and Dr. Ambedkar to distribute in Lahore and I handed over one such card
to fictionhouse owner, an old man present there asked me to give one card to
him also. Then he introduced himself as Aslam Raheel Mirza, Communist
Party of Pakistan's worker. He said that we celebrate Bhagat Singh day
every year. There is no ban on Communist party in Pakistan these days, but
leftist foermR “These are splintered mﬁgﬂroupm ‘National

Workers party, Mazdoor Kisan Party, Labour Party, apar't)zfr'om Communist
Party, which has strong base in Hyderabad Sindh. - =y
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About Communist movement of earlier times, I heard lot of
stories, mostly true, in the company of Prof. Manzoor Ahmad, Prof Aazijudin
Ahmad, Tehseen Ahmad, by whose courtesy I was invited on dinner in this
company. 82 years old Prof. Manzoor Ahmad is considered Gandhian by his
friends. Though no one agrees with his defense of Gandhi, everyone loves
this genial man. I heard the fascinating story of Pran nath Seth |
industrialist of Lahore, who refused to leave Lahore in 1947. Pran Nath Seth
was the son in law of Lala Harikishan Lal, first time minister of Punjab in
Fazal ul Hussain ministry. Pran Nath Seth was briefly arrested during 1965
Indo-Pak war. He came to India for some time and fell ill. He declared that
he can't live without Lahore. He returned to Lahore and became all right.
During his underground days, Sajjad Zaheer, well known Urdu writer, who
had gone to Pakistan in 1947, to organize Communist movement, took shelter
in Pran Nath's house under assumed name. When once police raided his house
to arrest Sajjad, though he had already escaped, Pran nath , aristocratic in
his habits, got angry with police for raiding his house without informing him |
as DIG was his personal friend. Then he was told that the person he was
keeping in his annexe as some Professor was actually underground Communist
leader. These were the days, when Sahir Ludhianvi had also come to work in
Pakistan Communist party and stayed with writer Ahmad Rahi.

I enjoyed listening to pre partition and post partition stories from
these grand old men. T also benefited a lot by meeting Mubark Ali, the
historian, who could say true things about Jinnah and offend people. - One of
the most fascinating meetings was with F.E.Chaudhary, 98 year old first



photo journalist of Pakistan. Chaudhary worked with Faiz Ahmad Faiz, who
took over as editor of ‘Pakistan Times', in place vacated by 'The Tribune'.
Earliest photographs of Pakistani lecaders have been shot by F.E. Chaudhary,
a Christian. He is the one, who shot the pictures of Central Jail Lahore, when
it was being demolished in 1960's. He has kept that file of photographs,
which includes the photographs of ‘Phansighat’, where Bhagat Singh, Sarabha
and so many other freedom fighters were executed. I tried to capture these
photos through my ordinary camera, but did not succeed. But I understand
that Daljit Ami has shot these on his video camera, few days earlier. And
what was the wish of Chaudhary, who is living with his son, Principal of a
Christian school in Lahore ,a most pleasant man to talk? He wanted to locate
his friends of pre partition days, who had migrated to Delhi, mostly
photographers. One name he mentioned is of CL.Soni and co., another
Shankar Dass and Co. There were three brothers of this family-Sunder
Dass Harish and Jagdish. One of them was in photography profession and
others in some other . The man remembers so many stories of his early
twenties, when all Hindu, Sikh, Muslim and Christian shopkeepers of Lahore
lived in complete harmony and in deep friendship. The nostalgia of past
lingers on in Lahore; this is getting even transferred to younger generations,
who have only heard about the places from their elders. One Pathan family
migrated from Ludhiana became very friendly with me. A waiter in hotel,
while talking about his ancestors coming from Ludhiana, became so emotional
that he brought bucket full of fruits and pastry, just to show his emotion,
‘Aap Hamare Mehmaan Hain'(You are our guest), is so common refrain in
Lahore that one starts feeling guilty that we never speak of being host and
never take care of people coming from other side of border as much, as
Lahoris do.

There are many more things, such as attending ‘Friday Sangat' at
Najam Hussain Sayeed’ house at Jail road. Twenty plus Punjabi
writers/scholars, including 4-5 women gather there every Friday evening,
read Gurbani and the Najam interprets it. Later they have dinner together
before dispersing. Najam is known in East Punjab as well for his enlightened
wrifings. He is the one, who had refused to accept 'Shiromani Punjabi
Sahitkar(Videsht) award in 2004, when Pakistani Punjab chief minister
Parvez Ilahi was present in Punjabi University Patiala, at the time of "World
Punjabi Conference. The refusal was just on principle and for no other
reason. Najam's wife Sajda has sung Sufi songs beautifully. One can go on
talking about Lahore endlessly, but I shall conclude with the story of an
interesting coincidence. |
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Nawab Mohd Ahmad Khan was a prosecution witness(Sarkari gawah)
against Bhagat Singh and his comrades in Lahore Conspiracy case. He rose to
become an honorary magistrate in Pakistan. He was murdered at the same
plgce in 1970's, where Bhagat Singh was executed i.e. Shadman Chowk.

VF— urther coincidence is that Zulifkar Ali Bhutto was trapped for the murder
of this man by Zia ul Haq and hanged in Lahore qul in 1977. Now everyone in
Pakls’ran say that Bhutto was framed in this case with US complvcn“y Also
every Pakisfani says That Zia ul Haq's eleven year rule was the blackest )]
period of Pakistan history, worst than all other military rulers like Ayub
Khan, Yahya Khan or Parvez Musharf. Zia regime completely smashed the
secular, liberal and democratic fiber of Pakistani society and had thrown it
into prolonged struggle to regain its democratic freedoms back. At this
moment Pakistani society has awakened and is now struggling to overcome

the most poisonous effects of Zia regtme Let us wish and hope that they
Succeed.

Chaman Lal, Professor, Centre of
Indian Languages(SLL&CS), INU, New Delhi-110067
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Upsurge of Democratic Movement in Pakistan
Chaman Lal

Just look at this front page banner headline of 'Daily Times' from Lahore
on 2oth April 2007—'Civil Society rallies against extremism’ with the sub heading
‘Thousands march in blistering heat in Lahore. Protests also in Islamabad, Karachi
and Peshawar’'. Accompanying colour picture from Peshawar shows burqa clad women
of a human rights group demonstrating against religious extremism. There are two
cartoons also pasted in the picture showing the abject surrender of President
Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz befgore Lal Masjid's extremist mullahs.
Front page of the paper also carries a box item from Islamabad—'Extremism
concerns minorities’. The news refers to All Pakistan Minorities Alliance (APMA) in
condemnation of students of Jamia Hafsa and Lal Masjid administration to impose
‘Talibanisation'. Page two of national news of the paper again carries banner headline-
'Peaceful rallies against violent Mullahs' with the upper sub heading in red letters-'
Mullahgardi band karo '. Apart from news there are two colour pictures, in one of
which women are carrying banners like-'No to religious extremism Yes to life'. There
are women in salwar-kameez without any burqa many with bobbed hair at Islamabad.
Karachi picture shows women and men TOW protesting. The other report from
Peshawar says-'Women demonstrate against Islamabad clerics'. These were the days
when issue of Chief Justice of Pakistani Supreme Court Iftikhar Mohamad
Chaudhary's case, being referred to judicial council, was hotting up. Lot much news in
the papers was presented, including on front page about Chief justice's issue as well.

I was in Lahore from 12™ April to 20™ April 2007. This was my first ever visit
to Pakistan or to any foreign country, in connection with an international seminar on
Dr. Ambedkar , which was held on 13™ April. There was another international seminar
on Dr. Ambedkar in Karachi as well on 14™ April. In Lahore another seminar on
Baisakhi on 13™ April itself, in which large number of Sikh pilgrimage from India
participated. In both these seminars in Lahore, Governor of west Punjab was
present. I am r'eferr'mg to these events to show that Pakistani society is not exactly
like, as being projected in Indian media. In fact during my stay and extensive
meetings with different strata of people |mmd surroundmweas I dld not
feel much difference in Pakistani socie _wgn Indian society. I watched Pakistani

ey g,

p— e e G, S .
‘—M

TV, listened to Pakistani radio and scanned Pakistani newspapers and I have no
hesitation in saying that standard of Pakistani newspapers is much better than our
newspapers, leaving aside The exception of "The Hindu' or 'The Tribune’ like papers.
Fr'om media and from exchanges with people, , this is my firm observation that there
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is a definite urge for democratic structuring of Pakistani society among people,
particularly among urban intelligentsia.

In Lahore, I used to read Dawn’, founded by Mohammad Ali Jinnah from
Karachi, which now has editions from Lahore and Islamabad as well. Presumably
'Dawn’ is the best daily published from Pakistan, keeping in view its news content and
quality of views expressed through editorials/edit page articles and even through
letters. This is the only daily of Pakistan, which devotes almost three quarter of a
page to letters of readers , some of which are in the size of small articles. Presently
edited by Abbas Nasir, ‘Dawn’ can be compared to ‘The Hindu' of India. I wonder why
these two papers have not entered into an exchange arrangement, as The Hindu has
with The Guardian. Both the papers should give serious thought to this as both have
serious concern in promoting democratic institutions in their respective countries
and due to historical reasons, developments in both the countries deeply affect each
other. Exchange of news and views among The Hindu and Dawn, particularly exchange
of views, can certainly help in strengthening of democratic movements in both the
countries and societies.

Another paper I keenly watched in Lahore was ‘Daily Times', edited by
Najam Sethi, who is well known in Iixdia for his democratic credentials. This paper
can be compared to ‘The Tribune' of Chandigarh, which itself was major paper of
Lahore in pre-partition days. Probably Daily Times and The Tribune should also enter
in exchange of news and views, as both are reprenstative papers of both sides of
Punjab. Particularly Punjabi readers of east and west Punjab and Delhi will be too
happy to be enriched by this exchange of views.

Another major paper published from Lahore and other centers is ‘The News',
published from Lahore, Karachi, Islamabad and London. This paper can be compared
to our The Asian Age. 'The Nation' is another English paper from the group of ‘Jung
group of publications. One more paper ‘The Post’, which I could not scan in Lahore,
but about which I was told as being a good paper. After my return, I scanned it on
internet and found the observation true. I could not read Urdu, so I can't make any
observation, but ‘Jung’, 'Ausaf’ and many other Urdu papers are quite popular in
Lahore. T was not able to check whether any Punjabi daily was published from
Lahore. It should have been, as Pakistani side of Punjab, called west Punjab is three
times bigger than Indian side of Punjab, called east Punjab. The total popula‘rion of
Pakistan is around 17 crores, out of which Punjab alone counts for nine crores, more
Thgnfhalf of total Popula’rlon After the split of Bangla Desh from Pakistan, it is now
left with only four provinces-Punjab, Sindh, NWFP(North West Frontier Province)
and Baluchistan. Sindh is the second largest province and its capital Karachi is
number one city of Pakistan in terms of population. Lahore with population of nearly




one crore, is second largest and Faislabad(Earlier name Lyallpur) is the third largest

city of Pakistan. While Lahore is capital of pre-partition and post-partition Punjab,
Faislabad has developed into an internationally renowned textile city of post

partition Punjab. Lyallpur is the district, where Bhagat Singh was born in village Chak /
no. 105 Bange of Jadanawala tehsil.

Moving again to newspapers after this interlude. As all papers carry city
supplements from where they are published, Lahore city supplement of ‘Daily Time'
of 20™ April carries another banner headline— Thumbs down on Talibanisation’. More
than sixty percent of the page is devoted to this and related stories and it carries
five color photographs of Lahore demonstrations alone , in which men including some
very old, women including some very young girls.,carrying banners like-' No to Taliban
culture’ are given prominence. Some box items read like-'We were n't in the rally but
we reject Talibanisation’, Students reject extremism with one voice'. Five short
comments given in box item, include that of Prof. Salima Hashmi of * Women's Action
Forum'.Salima, artist/scholar daughter of poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Dean, Visual
Arts faculty of Beaconhead University Lahore, says-' Providing rights to the people
is necessary for peace and stability in the country. Conflicts can be resolved by
limiting the involvements of ‘hidden hands' in matters of national importance.’ The
editorial of the day advises Pakistan Government for ‘learning from India and China'.

The same day (20™ April) International’ The News' headline reads-' SC
serves notices on president, SJC', which includes box item’ Nation will hear good
news, says Bhagwandas'. On the right side color picture from Lahore is displayed
with the caption-' Women Action Forum activists protest against rise in religious
extremism in the country on Thursday'. Single column news from Lahore/Peshawar is
given headline A ‘Civil society group’s protest extremism'. Ironically last full page of
the paper carries photographs of Abhishek-Aishwarya marriage. In fact even the
more respected '‘Dawn’ also made Abhishek-Aishwarya marriage as its first page
colour story.

Some random headlines and photographs are being presented here from ‘Dawn’
of 13™ April to 16™ April 2007 to get the feel of Pakistani society in broad sense.
On the second page (national) of 13™ April Dawn, there are color pictures of Sikh
devotees from India taking a dip at Gurdwara Punja Sahib in Hasan Abdal(near
Taxila) and an elderly Sikh reciting Guru Granth Sahib. The same page carries
another color photograph people from Khurram agency are protesting before
Parliament in Islamabad against Talibanisation. Editorial page carries articles—'The
essence of democracy’ by Syed Sharifudin. 'Islamabad Diary’ by Aiyaz Amir says-
'your one ‘no’ has made you immortal’. This is appreciation of chief justice Iftikhar
Mohammad Chaudhary of Pakistani Supreme Court, who had refused to submit to the




diktats of President Parvez Musharraf. At page twelve(national) there is a news item
from Karachi ‘Honor Killings show no sign of decline’ This refers to murder of 1305
men, women and children during year 2006 in the name of 'karo-kari'(honor killing).
This number includes 792 women and 34 underage girls. Largest number of honor
killings takes place in Sindh(718 in 2006). Major cities of these tragic killings are-
Karachi, Hyderabad (Sindh), Sukkur, Jacobabad, Lahore and Multan. A very touching
serial on 'karo-kari’ killings in Sindh was shown on Pakistani TV, few years ago.
Metropolitan (Lahore) supplement of the day focuses ‘Gateway to a life gone
forever', regular feature on Lahore during 1947-2007. There is a new item about
President Parvez Musharraf opening new block of Ganga Ram hospital in Lahore.
Ganga Ram hospital is equally known in Delhi as well. In fact seminar on Dr. Ambedkar
in Lahore was organized by Ganga Ram foundation. |

14™ April issue of Dawn carries front page story on chief justice related
matters including 'Protest rallies in Islamabad’. On second page story from Karachi
says' Media men injured in clash with lawyers'. 'Journalists beaten by PPP MNA' (MP)
from Karachi. On page four from Peshawar 'Solidarity with CJ expressed: Lawyers
boycott court hearing'. In the 'Letters to the editor' page, there is an interesting
letter from Tarig Mahmood of Peshawar’ Urdu and Hindi: different yet similar’. The
writer has traced historic relation between two languages and informed the readers

that University of Peshawar has proposed to infroduce the study of Devnagri script
in M.A. . Urdu syllabus. Would the Hindutva hate agency like to open its eyes to such
Jevelopments in Pakistan? The editorial page of this day carries Kuldip Nayyar's *
Letter from New Delhi’, article by Tarig Fatmi's 'Iran's show of maturity’, Irfan
Hussain's 'Reaping what we sowed'. This is in reference to Mullahs role in attempting
Talibanisation in context of Lal Masjid incident. The writer has criticized Musharraf
by lacking ‘the courage to take the bull by horns and tell the mullahs that while
obviously Islam is the faith of the majority, Pakistan will be governed as democratic
secular country.' Out of three editorial pieces, one is focused on 'Increasing
disappearances’, that is like our ‘fake encounters’. On the letters page-Dr. Saeed
Ahmed has written on 'Islam and Secularism’. On page twelve (national) there is news
as well as photograph of 'Alliance for restoration of Democracy’ in Karachi—'ARD
rally vows-Struggle to continue till removal of Musharraf'. Photograph of huge rally
IS given side by. Other headline on the page includes ‘Lawyers protest continues’ and
'‘Attack on judiciary boomerangs' (both from Karachi).

Metropolitan page carries the item’ Lawyers rally on the Mall' along with color
photograph of procession. The news of Dr. Ambedkar seminar in Lahore is given with

photograph.( This writer had participated in this seminar) Second page of the




Edition carries the news of fourth Indo-Pak theatre festival-'Punj Pani flows back in
the annals of history'. The festival started on 18™ April and continued up to 23™.
The title of festival was '‘Reinterpreting History'. Indian theatre groups from
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Delhi, Bhopal and kolkata along with Pakistani groups
participated in the festival, which attracted good crowds. Famous Urdu writer
Manto's daughters came to watch presentation based upon Manto stories.Madeeha
Gauhar and her husband Shahid Nadeem from Ajoka theatre are holding this festival

regularly in India and Pakistan. They plan to hold festival of plays based on Bhagat
Singh during martyr's birth centenary in September ‘07 at Lahore.

Dawn of 15™ April carries report of workshop at Peshawar-'Extremism a
threat to nation-workshop told’. On edit page, edifrorial takes to task the authorities
over’' Whither Madrassa reforms’ and ' Harassing students on the campus'- a boy and
girl were beaten at Punjab University Lahore campus by Islarnia Jamaite Tulba, a
variety of ABVP or Bajrang Dal moral police. Kunwar Idris in edit page article has
criticized political parties for 'Surrendering to the Militants'. Even the headings of
letters are overflowing with democratic aspirations- ‘Confronting the sectarian
Threat’, Let us be rational’ etc. On page twelve (national) news items from Karachi
says-'Dr. Ambedkar remembered’, the seminar in which Indian scholars also
participated. Religious affairs minister of Sindh province-Kishanchand Parwani was
the chief guest at seminar. Another headline says’ Talibanization antithesis of
freedom'.

International news coverage of Dawn is very rich. Two full pages plus news on
other pages are devoted to world news.

Metropolitan supplement carries the news 'Lahore bar condemns the torture
of journalists'. Sunday edition of Dawn carries twelve page book review supplement in
Blitz size, titled as -'Books and Authors'. There is review of 14 books in 15™ April
edition, along with three general articles on literature. Books received and 'In Brief’,
four books are introduced. Book reviews are focused on English and Urdu books.

There is an advertisement from Sang-e-meel publications of Lahore, which has
brought 18 publications on 1857 to mark the 150™ annlver'sar'y of the event. These

books ar are mostly British records of Mln cluding-"The Mutiny
Records (1856 57)_by Edward H. Hilton, "The History tory of Indian Mutiny’ by John Kaye,

I;L_ri]ab and Delhi in 1857 by by J. Cave Brown( This book has also been published in
India by Punjab Language Deptt. Patiala(Punjab) )etc. Incidentally there is not much
enthusiasm in Pakistan to celebrate 150™ anniversary of 1857 freedom struggle.
There was more enthusiasm during 1957, at hundredth anniversary of the event in
Pakistan. In contrast, India is celebrating the event at big level- both at

Governmental and non-governmental level. Though Tipu Sultan is much revered in




Pakistan as Sultan Tipu, not many functions seemed to had been held in 2006, at the
two hundredth anniversary of his glorious struggle against British colonialism.
Bahadur Shah Zafar is also held in esteem in Pakistan.

Reviews on books relating to Jinnah and Fidel Castro have also been carried in
this issue. On the whole book review section of Dawn is quite good.

The issue of 15™ April of Dawn also carries some advertisements like-'Are
You Ready?' which says-' Are women ready to confine to their homes?' ' Are women
ready to wear unislamic shuttlecock Burga? ' Are Female students ready to be
deprived of their right to education?’ This is call for rally against Islamic
fundamentalism at Karachi on 15™ April by MQM. Another interesting advertisement
of 15™ April is-'Divine Divas’ on city Fm 89 on Sunday, which include mix of melodies
by Lata Mangeshkar, Noor jahan, Asha , Runa Laila and Abida Parveen. All Pakistani
Women's Association (APWA) has also given advertisement in support of Karachi
rally by saying-'Islam is a religion of love and peace’ 'A Mosque is a place for worship,
Not a Garrison, whereas a Madrassa is a seat for learning, not a repository of
arsenal’.

I wonder if any Indian paper had carried such strongly worded advertisement
against Hindu fundamentalists like VHP, Bajrang Dal. It would have led to an attack
on the paper, if any paper had carried it.

Dawn of 16™ April is full of news of democratic movements. Lead
story says-'15 SHC judges attend reception for CJ. In Hyderabad CJ is shown
waving to lawyers in color photograph. On left side of the front page, a color
photograph of huge rally is given and the news item says-'‘Massive rally against ‘Lal
Masjid Sharia’. On page nine more photographs and news are carried. In one color
photograph, large number of women protestors are sitting, including Salma Agha,
heroine of popular Hindi film ‘Nikah', listening to speeches. The news item says='
Massive turn out at Muttehida rally’. An interesting part of this rally was that MQM
chief Altaf Hussain addressed the rally from London on telephone for almost 45
minutes. This day's editorial page articles include-' Enough of Military Rule’ by A.Z K.
Sherdil and ' Towards the dark alleys of Obscurantism' by Mohammad Ali Sidiqi. Both
articles espouse democratic views. Metropolitan supplement carries a front page
color photograph of 'Sikh pilgrimage performing rituals at Ranjeet Singh Samadhi’ in
Lahore. News item’' Peasant groups formed to hold demos' is on inside page, also the
feature story' Baba Munshi still going strong at 120'.

By illustrating the news of democratic movements from the Pakistani
newspapers of one weak, one does not overlook the fact that there are undemocratic
and oppressive streaks as well in Pakistani society, as has been brought out by the
news of 'karo-kari’ killings etc. However the emphasis on projecting news of



democratic movements is to underline the fact that Pakistani people are yearning for
democratization of their nation and society. In fact a lot of democratization has
already been achieved due to the pressure of democratic movements. There is
military rule in Pakistan, yet neither media is muzzled nor are processions or political
meetings banned. Even the election process at various levels has not been stopped.
Pakistani society has evolved a system of assemblies from Tehsil to national level.
Thus people elect district assemble, state assembly and national assembly. The
elections to various unions etc are also not restricted. Pakistani universities have
more active teachers associations than even ours. There is no Pakistani University
deprived of teachers association as Punjabi University Patiala and BHU, a central
university of Benars have been deprived of teachers association since many years
now. Electronic media is full of coverage of political events and sometimes suffer
the attacks from vested interests, as Indian media too suffers, like recent attack
on Dinkaran office in Madurai in Tamilnadu.

Not only media, even the intelligentsia in general in Pakistan is expressing
their views quite freely. My meetings with Punjabi writers, artists, historians and
NGO activists like Najam hussain Syeed, Zubair Ahmed, Salima Hashmi, Dr. Naazish,
Prof. Manzoor Ahmad, Prof. Aijajudin, Prof. Mubark Ali, Dr. Tehseen etc. made me
realize that Pakistani intelligentsia is free in their expression as are their Indian
counterparts. Though I could not contact, but T was told that there is strong
presence of Atheists in Lahore, like the presence of many rationalist groups in our
country. All these individuals and groups wish to strengthen democratic institutions
in Pakistan. Women's participation in shaping Pakistani society is also spectacular.
Despite the killing of a woman minister earlier, Nilofar Bakhtiars have not been
silenced. Mukhtar Mai stood her ground as much as Bhanwari Devi in India. But
Mukhtar Mai has created a niche in Pakistani society, whereas Bhanwari Devi has
been forced into oblivion. Women move in the dresses they like-jeans or salwars with
bobbed hair if they wish, with or without burqgas. They work in of fices, professional
institutions, even in political parties.

There is very little anti Indian feeling in Lahore or surrounding areas,
in fact people are rather more friendly and affectionate towards Indians.
Sometimes they do not even charge them by saying-Aap hamare mehman hain(You
are our guests). People share the memories of their ancestral places, left in India by
their elders or Indians talk about the places left by their elders in Pakistan.

It is in the interests of both the countries and societies to
understand each other better. Even if the reality of partition can not be
overlooked, both nations have more in common and less in difference; from
language to culture. And on both sides, people do realize it now. This is time




for the leadership in both the countries to make the borders ‘meaningless’ in
the words of Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, which are echoed by
President Musharraf in other context. On both sides people wish to do away
with visa regime and want to rgstore pre-1965 open exchange of people. I am
sure hundreds of Lahoris will rush to Amritsar for their morning ‘Lassi’ and
hundreds of Amritsaris will rush to Gwalmandi food joints in Lahore for
their night non-vegetarian delicacies, if the borders are really ‘meaningless’.
The distance of Lahore to Amritsar being just about 30 kilometers or so.
And would the Prime Minister not like to visit his birth place as frequently as
he wishes?
Democratic institutions in both the countries would be strengthened
by the free exchange of people and in the age of globalization and liberal
. economy, it is the businessmen on both sides to earn immense profits by the
open borders. Even though the globalized liberal economy is bad for the
poorer people all over the world, yet it may be welcome to a limited extent,
in this regicn if it can bring the people of India, Pakistan and Bangla Desh
closer to each other.
Chaman Lal
Professor, Centre of Indian Languages(SLL&CS)
Jawaharial Nehru University, New Delhi-110067
Mob.-09868774820 chamanlal1947@yahoo.co.in
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Exclusive for the Tribune

Politicians and Players are chips of the same bloc.

Politicians should be in politics to serve the people. These days,
however they are there only to make maximum money. Players should really

be sportsmen but they especially the Cricketers — are what they are only with

the same objective. One can’t be sure who of the two make more money —

Perhaps those who are both.
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