CHAK APANI  Tamilnadu)
Bionote

Bomon24 April 1924 ,heis onethepioneersofhandloomworkers
movementn Tamilnadu particularlyin Trichy.

His fatherwasin cigarbusinessndwasalsoahandloomwveaver.
Died early.His motherhadto carrythe family by sellingvegetables

Chakrapans TU life startecearlywhenheestablishetHandloom
Workers Unionin Trichy waybackin 1946.Theworkersusecdto get
only Rs2 Annas 14/- for 27 yardsof sareeweaving.LAter onthey
were able to get it increasedhrough successiveagitations.He
organisednorethan6000workersin theVarayurareaunderthelead
ershipofAS KrishnamoorthythefamousTU leaderofthosetikmes.
Therewere severalstmgglesand agitations.Half of theseworkers
werewomen.

It wasin 1946thatthe HandloomFederatiorandthe workers
movementecidedo establishworkers cooperativesincidentally,
it wasthe fampousCommunistieaderPC Joshiwho gavea call to
form coopsto facetheindstrialists.Previously tehcoopswerecaste
basednly; nowtheyincludedall the castesandsectionsjn fact all
the workers. A HandloomWeavers Societywas formed on 7
Novemebrl947,the day of anniversanofthe Russiarrevolution. |t
spreachll over.



Chakrapani Tamilnadu)
TranscriptiveNote

He gaveinterviewin the CPI office in Trichy on 18 March 2005 during
the day-time.He was eagerlylooking forwardto the interview, fixed before
hand,andwasreadywith his answers.The interview proceededvithout any
problemashewasclearin his ideasaswell aslanguageHe wasassistedy his
colleague,Sh. P.S. Balasundaramwho suppliedsomeimportantdetails.—
KrishnaJdha,Anil Rajimwale.)

| am 78 yearsold, bomon 24 April 1926.My fatherwasin cigarbust
ness;he at the sametime was aweaver.But hediedwhen| wasonly 1-1/2
yearsold. My mother,asaresult,hadto look afterthe family, andshehadto
sellvegetable$o feedus.

| amnotmucheducatedl cameinto this industryassoonasit waspossible.
| beganworking asanordinaryworker. Soonl wasin thethick ofthehandloom
workers movementl wasoneofthosewho establishetheHandloomWorkers
Unionin Trichyin 1945.It wasaffiliatedto the AITUC. Krishnamoorthywvasth
main figure behindall this. Therewere 6000 workersin Varayur areaof the
town. Theyusedto getonly Rs2/- 14/- annasaswagesper27 yardsofweaving
ofsaris.Therewereseveraktmgglesandagitationsfor wageincreaseThewages
gotdoubledaftersometime dueto the struggleswomen,constitutinghalfofteh
workforce, playedmemorableole in them.

Theworkers federationdecidedn 1946to setup handloomcooperatives.
Earlier,therewere only societiesbaseduponcastese.g. of Devangacommu
nity. It wasthe AITUC union which formed cooperativeinclusive of all the
castesP.S.Balasundaramwvasthe presideniofthe coopsocietyin 1947.

Oneofthe importantmethodsof the strikeswas seizingof the shuttlesby
theunion. Thatensuredhe succes®ofthe strikes. Theyusedto bekeptin secret
places;it wasoneofthoseplacesthatl wasarrestedrom.

Trichy ConspiracyCasewasinstitutedin 1949-50.Many peoplewere ar-
restedncludingabout100 ordinaryworkers;| wasoneofthem.

We cold get a numberof demandsconcededand severalimprovements
donein theliving standardoftheworkers.We got housing,bonus,childreris
birth certificates, clothesfor Dipavali, maternitybenefits,educatiorallowance
for the children, etc. All dueto thecoopmovement.

| hadbeemunicipalcommissionefor 5 termsin 1959-99 At presentooking
afterabig weaverscooperative.
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