io-Note
M. Gopu (Tamil Nadu)

He wasbomon 1 July 1930in a family of middle traders.His fatherwasin turnery
businessmostly with Muslim traders.

Gopu cameinto studentmovementhrougha speakingcompetition.The first conf, of
Madras StudentsFederationin Trichy in 1944 invited speakersn a competition. Gopu
hoppedthe competitions. nd thatis how he cameinto political activism. He had the
opportunityto meetwith severalimportantstudentleaderslike SatpalDang, Manickam,
Narasaiatandother.

Gopu first worked in Kisan Movementin Thanjavurdistrict. He was later, in 1957,
given chargeof T.U. work, in 1957. Peoplelike KalyanasundaraniNambiarand others
trained him. Gopu was active in motor union, port and dock, cycles, Buckingham
Cimatic Mills, etc. He beganhis activities with the handloomweaversin Thanjavur,
where more than one lakh of them were there, mostly from SanrashtoaBesides,he
worked amongthe cigar -making workers. He was an important leader of the Tamil
NaduBidi, Cigarand Tobaccoworkers FederationHe wasits first generalsecretaryHe
alsoworkedamongthe hotel workers,motorworkers,etc.

He was one of the organisersof the Motor Workers Union. He beganwith Swami
transportsn Thanjavurwith 200 busesand 1000works.

Handloomworks conductedmassstrikeshungerstrikes, ‘rastaroko, etc. Therewasa
long strike in 1959 for 45 days.In 1959 itselftook placea Tong march of 600 kms to
Madrasbecausdaherewasno work for them. Its resultwasthe formation of coopsin the
silk-weavingsector. ITUC wasthe first organisationin the coop sectorand Gopuwas
oneoftheorganisers.

.M. Gopuparticipatedn one of the mostmemorablenmovementsthatis of standard
Motors, which also producedchains,cyclesetc (Tl Cycles).He wenton fast into death,
which continuedfor 9 days. Therewas severerepressiornwith lathi chargesetcin which
Gopuwasseriouslyinjured. It wasfollowed by a city bandh.

M. Gopuat presents the presidentof Tamil Nadu ITUC.



M. Gopu—( ITUC, Tamil Nadu)
Transcriptive Note

The interview was eonductecn 11 March 2005 in the stateCPI HQ in Chennaiat 2
PM. Gopu was very responsiveand ready to reply, also becausehe understoodthe
importance of the work being done. The place was very conduciveto the detailed
question- answersandrecordings It wasconductedoy Anil Rajimwale).

My dateof birth is 1 July 1930.1 wasbomto a family of middle traderswith strong
links to the Muslim traders. Among them was the later presidentof the Indian Union
Muslim League IUMU), Qaide- Milfat Ismail Saheb,who was a close friend of our
family.

It was one of the orating competitionsthat introducedme to politics. The AISF of
Madras conductedits first confin Trichy in 1944, and on the occasion,announced
holding of an oratory competition.| readit in papers,applied,participatedn it and stood
first. During the confl camein contactfor the first time with the prominentleadersof the
studentmovementike SatpalDang, Manickam,Narasaialandothers.

| thus graduallywas drawninto active politics. | first workedin peasantmovement,
not trade union. In the courseof it, during the U. G. days of 1947-48, myselfand my
colleagueswere shot at key the police in one of the hideouts. Three of my colleagues
werekilled on the spot. | got a bulletin my right hand,which is still lodgedthere,and
thusbarelyescapedeingkilled.

| began my T.U. work in 1959 among the silk weavers of Thanjavur, the
overwhelmingnumberof whom comefrom SaurashtraThey organisedand participated
in severalmemorablestrikesandotherkinds of movements.

In this connection,it would be interestingto note the methodadoptedin this striked
when a strike is announcedthe union asksthemto handover their shuttles,so that no
onecarriesonwork. Are ofthemareownersofthemlooms.

As such,they havedistinct problems.They shouldget sufficient ordersandwork and
wages. They have been struggling to protect themselvesfrom mill and powerloom
sectors.The movementwas ableto get dhotis and sareesand a few otheritemsreserved
for handloomsector.So thereis reservationgor handloomindustry.

AITUC wasthefirst to organisecoopsof the handloomweavers.

| workedin variousT.T. organisation®g. Hotel, catering,cigar, tobacco bidi, cycles,
trans,B & C mills, etc. | becamean active leaderof the Tamil Nadu Bidi, Cigar and
Tobaccoworkers Federation] becameone of the secretarie®f stateTUC in 1960.

The a day hunger strike and agitation of standardmotors, Tl Cycles etc was an
importantone. [Intervention- by M. S. Dawood: it was 9 day hungerstrike; it was “fast
unto death; ‘yes,yes) then say that] That wasin 1964. There were lathichargesetc.
[DawoodandT. R. S. Mani - In fact, Gopugot severelybeaterup andinjured. He wasin
hospital. Therewas severeattackby the police.]

[TRS - | still have got with me thoseblood-stainedclothes]. Thentherewas a city
bandhin solidarity, it wascomplete.
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