March 28, 1960

General Pecretary,
The Shiigonda Taluka
Sakhar Kamgar Union,

Trade Union Centre
Maliwada, AHMEDNAGAR,

Dear Comrade,

Thank you for the report of the
Shrigonda Sugar Workers struggle against
retrenchment. The news will be published in
the forthcoming issue of Trade Union Record.

We congratulate the entire workers of Belvandi
Sugar Farm for the remarkable victory they
have won in this struggle.

With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

Ve

-

(K.G.Sriwastava)
Secretary
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1,000 SUGAR WORKER'S ANTI-RETRENCHMENT NOTICES DEMONSTRATION,

Notices withdrawn by Mapagemepnt.

Almost all the 460 factory mx workers of the Belwandi Sugar Farm
Ahmednagar District (Bombay State) were served on 15-3-~1960 with one
1th's retrenchment notices on the alleged ground that the company will
> be able to run the factory during the crushing season of 1960-61 due
shortage of cane supply. The ground was f}ligy one since the factory
5 usually run by importing long ‘distance cane in similar circumstances |
1d there was no reason whatsoever to apprehend shortage of cane supply &
* next year when the factory is running at present with 25 percent 'y
:reased capacity this year. It was very obvious that the employer
‘1 D.M.Iehanukar wanted to use this f&impy ground for making the ,
‘kers loose all thelr prgvious service so that workers cannot have.any#
im to ben&fits as scale grade and gratuity, the two important problems
present being handled by the central wage boaré %r&Sugar Industry. j
urally this invoked great anger amongst the workers and on the monni
17th, they surrounded the Manager's Office with slogans demanding
h-dpawl of the retrenchment notices. The demonstrgtion were joined
» farm workers, 200 of whom were women with babes and red=flags 1in
‘ir hands. The Manager, refused to comply with the demand and the }§
‘kers squatted in front of the office for eight hours in schorching §
s Neigher the Manager nor all the officers dared to go out of the
ice, during the eight hours. Frantic Telephonic and Telegraphic %
ks were held by the Management with their Head Office at Bombay. k-
ice Officers an@ armed Police Constabulory were rushed to the Scenais
ally the demonstration /withdeee when assurance was given that -- 1§
pany's recdonsidered decision in the matter will be given in next 7
rs. Comrade M.!. Katre, Géneral Secretary, The Shrigonda Taluka Sa ki
gar Union, a representative and approved Union under the Bombay !
ustrial Relations Act, said in the meeting hbld immediately after

demonstration,company's action is illegal under the provisions of

standing orders, Such calamity like the shortage of sugar cane
ually befells, the company can at best lay-off the workmen. Governm

t immediately intervene and must not allow the company to lock-out

factory in these days of sugar shortage. Workers will resort to
ceful Satyagraha if retrenchment notices are not'withdraxwn! Next

the morning, the company had to yield and it withdrew all the 4
renchment notices. Great Jubiliation and confidance prevajls amongs

workers., :

GEN RAL SECRETARY = = _
THE SHRIGY!R® =" 11 SECHAR KAMGAR UNION

Rapressiatioe aud dyprvoed under ite Uiud, X Aok
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March 14, 1960

Secretary, Cauvery Sugar Factory Workers!'

Union, o
Pettavaithalai, P.O., i T
Madras State: PR

RN )

Dear Comrade,
f' Thank you for your letter of 12th March.

When did the menagement inform that they
would negotiate Lf *strike threat! is withdrawn?
; If it was before the commencement of the strike,
Wy the strike should have been postponed and

negotiations started.

If genuine negotiations are undertaken 153
either directly or through the Government,
it would not be advisable toc continue the
strike, Our purpose is negotiation and settle- o A
ment of our demands and strike is only a means
to that end, when the other avenues are &~ 9%
closed. :

With warn greetings,
/ Yours fraternslly,
=

(Ko GeSriwastava)
S8ecretary

\J

Copy tot TNTUC, Madras

‘
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No.292/60
March 10, 1960

Secretary,

Cauvery Sugar Factory Workers Sangham,
Pettavaithalai P.O.

Madras State

Dear Comrade,

Thank you for your letter of 7th March
on the united move for strike, if avenues
of negotiated settlement mx fail. We note
that the strike will be called if settlement
is not reached by today (10th).

We are eager to know the later
deve lopments,

With greetings,

Yours fraternally,

viho

. (K .G.Sriw’astava )
/ Secretary



Ganvery Sugar Hactory Workers Sanglam,
PETTAVAITHALAI.
(Regd. No. 2533.)

President : R. UMANATH. - PETTAVAITHALAI P. O.,
Secretary : R. KARUPPAIAH. 6}%* TRICHY DT.
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SUGAR : THEE PROBLEM AND THIE SOLUTION

The debate on rising sugar prices in the Lok Sabha in August
last was expected to help in making a proper assessment of the
existing situation and to find remedial measures to remove the present
difficulties. Instead. it resulted in a much uninformed criticism of
the industry, along with that of Government and trade. The criticism
of the industry is hardly justified, as will be clear from the facts
discussed hereunder. These facts, we hope. will help a proper
appraisal of the present situation.

Basic Factors: Sugar along with Gur and Khandsari v one of
the three sweetening agents, and sugarcane is the common raw
material for all the three. Sugar production is 1o a great extent
affected by the production and prices of gur and khandsari, It
because of better gur and khandsari prices, the cane grower gels
higher returns by converting his cane to gur or selling it 1o the
khandsari, increasing supplies of cane normally meant for sugar
factories will be diverted to gur and khandsari production and sugar
production will to that extent fall. This is what has precisely happened
during the last two years. The ceiling on the ex-factory price of

~sugar has been worked out on the basis of the minimum price of
cane fixed by the Government and it does not permit of payment
of higher cane price by sugar factories to prevent the diversion of
cane to gur and khandsari manufacture.

Since July@@8B, 1958, ex-factory prices of sugar in North India-
U.P., Punjab ! North Bihar—have been fixed under Government
notifications. ‘, e cx-factory price of sugar in ULP. nll October 23
B per maund. Ot this price. the factories actually
# per maund and the balance Rs. 13.16 was taken
ftral and State Governments etc.. in the form of

last was Rs, §
got only Rs.g

«

away by the

excise duty, 3 ess and co-operative socielies’ commission (excise
duty : Rs. 10 g cane cess about Rs. 2/- per md. of sugar al
the rate of - Bf cane and co-operative societics” commission :
47 nP. per % at the rate of 5 nP. per md. of cane). From



October 25, following the increase in the minimum cane price by
3 annas per md. for the current season, the ex-factory price was
correspondingly raised by Rs. 1.85 per md. and is now Rs. 37.85 per md.
in U.P. The Central and State taxes and levies continue to account
for Rs. 13.16 per md.

Against this, the present day price of khandsari is Rs. 306/- to
39/- per md., or an average of Rs. 37.50 per md. for medium varieties
and Rs. 40/- to 43/, or an average of Rs. 41.50 nP. per md. for
superior and crystal varieties. Khandsaris presently pay an excise
duty of Rs. 4.16 or 3.24 per md. depending on whether sulphitation
process or power-driven centrifugals are utilised. (No excise duty is
levied on khandsari produced by means of hand-driven centrifugals).
Net realisation of the khandsari manufacturer is, therefore. between
Rs. 33.34 to Rs. 38.16, depending on the process of manufacture and
the quality of khandsari. This is far in excess of the net realisation
of Rs. 24.69 of a sugar manufacturer.

As regards gur which accounts for more than 50% of the total
output. of the sweetening agents, the present day price ranges from
Rs. 16.50 to Rs. 1850 per md. for Pansera and Balti varieties. The
whole of this amount 1s retained by the gur manufacturer as he has
not to pay any taxes levied by the Centre or the State. Taking into
account the fact that the purity of gur is only 50 to 60 per cent of
sugar, the price realised by the gur manufacturer on the basis of the
sucrose content of gur is in excess of that realised by the sugar
producer.

In the normal years, the relative prices of khandsari are about
75% of sugar prices and that of gur about 409%. This is borne out
by the following figures relating to the last four years,

sx-lactory
Ex-factory Khandsari

) price of Khandsari e Gur pric Gur Pric

Year ]:‘ﬁifl p;e):ircned {)'lpllf“‘“ii per m(;.e as;‘;werr;;xexl
R : of ~uyzar ‘ of sugar.
s, Rs.

1954-55  *30-13- 6 *24- 2-6 79 *11-13-3 38

1955-56 31- 6- 8 22- 6-8 71 12-12-8 41

1956-57 33-14- 0 23-13-6 74 13-14-9 41

1957-58 3R-0-0 30- 6-0 &0 16.71 44

* Source : Indian Sugar Manual, 1958.

With the pegging of sugar prices at uncconomic levels and relative
exemption of khandsari and gur from high taxes levied on sugar,
this price parity has changed and at present prices of khandsari
superior and crystal varieties—are higher than sugar by uat lcast 497,
and gur prices arc about S09%  of sugar  prices asoagainst the
normal 40%.

Drop in Sugar Production: As has already been explained
above, this relative profitability of gur and khandsii manufacture
has been the main cause of fall in sugar production. which in turn
has resulted in the present tight sugar position.

Since 1953-54 when production of sugar was only 10 lakh (ons.
there has been a continuous rise in the production ull it reached the
peak fAgure of 20.29 lakh tons in 1956-57. Thercafter. mainly because
of diversion of cane to khandsari manufacture. production started
declining and in the last season it came down to 19.18' lakh tons.
This drop of 1.11 lakh tons over the last two yecars may by itself not
appear to be serious; but it has to be considered in the conlext of
an addition of 3 lakh tons to the installed capacity of the industry
during the same period. In effect, therefore, the actual drop is of
the order of 4.11 lakh tons. Against this, khandsari production is
estimated to have increased from under | lakh tons before 1956-57
to about 3.50 lakh tons last year. Had cane utilised for the production
of this extra 2.50 lakh tons of khandsari been utilised by the sugar
factories, the actual sugar recovered would have been about 4 lukh
tons, as the sugar factory recovers 10 mds. of sugar per 100 mds.
of cane against only 6 mds. recovered by khandsaris. Thus the
diversion of cane to khandsari has not only reduced production of
sugar factories, it has resulted in the actual loss of LS5 lakh tony of
sugar in the process. This is a sheer waste of the limited food
resources available jo the country.

Consumption Rising Steadily : Against the declhine i production,
consumption of sugar in lhe country has been rismg steadily. in
1956-57, consumption was 19.86 lakh tons whereas in the vear ended
November last, it was 20.66 lakh tons. Consumption last year would
have been still higher at 21 lakh tons but in view of short-fall in
production, Government had to restrict releases from mills which put

! Detailed figures are given in Appendix A,



down consumption at the slightly lower figure of 20.66 lakh tons.
During the last two years, when production fell below the level of
consumption, we had to fall back on our stocks. It is these limited
stocks which we have been consuming during the last two years to
fill in the gap created by the short-fall in production. These stocks
are by now mostly depleted and have reached a precarious limit.

Industry’s Representations Unheeded : The industry foresaw the
difficulties that came up as a result of falling production and lost
no time in bringing this fact to the notice of the Government. Through
a series of communications and also through numerous delegations
and personal representations, the Government of India were requested
to take remedial measures so that production of sugar did not fall.
In particular, their attention was invited to the increasing diversion
of cane supplies to gur and khandsari. It was only on the 28th
February. 1959, that 15, after two crushing seasons, that the Governnient
imposed an excise duty on khandsari which however is quite inade-
quate to check diversion of cane from sugar factories. This belated
action of the Government could not possibly restore production to
its normal figure, because there is still a large gap between the levels
of taxation on khandsari and sugar.

The industry has been all along anxious to increase production
and has ‘been urging the Government to help it in doing so. As
otherwise, the country will never be able to get out of the vicious
circle of shortages leading to controls and controls leading to still
greater shortages.

Is Sugar Price Too High ? In 1933 when protection was granted
to the sugar industry in the country, sugar was sold at Rs. 9/- per md.
(n the control price of Rs. 37.85 as at present. U.P. factories are
allowed Rs, 24.69 per md.. or about 2% times as high as in 1933.
Against this, the expenses on the various items that go into the
production of sugar have registered much higher increases. Sugarcane
costs now over 4 times the cost in 1933. Wages have risen 5 times
and cost of machinery 7 times. Similar increases have taken place
in.  pect of other materials. When compared to the position in
1938, that is just before the Second World War, the prices of the
various materials used in the manufacture of sugar have shown the
following increases :—

>

Cost of Cane is 3.4 times that in 1938

Wages are 9.5 times ..
[ Sulphur,
. 1 limestone
L & coal is 3 times

Filter cloth is 4.5 times

v Machinery is 5.4 times

What is more, the prices that the consumer has to pay are higher

because of the increasing level of taxes. The wayv in which the tax

burden has increased over the last few years shows that Government,
both the Centre and State, treat the sugar industry as a milch-cow.
The State Governments coltect about Rs. 10 crores annually as canc
cess and spend a very meagre portion of it on cane development for
which these sums were originally meant. The Central Government
raise about Rs. 58 crores per year in terms of excise duty. Sugar
factories also pay annually Rs. 1 crore as co-operative societies’
commission. The following table gives the extent of increase in the
various taxes since 1946-47 :—

1946-47 1958-59
Incidence Incidence
Ruto per md. of Huie per md. of
sugar sugai
Rs. R~
Sugar Excise A 2.20 11,69
Cane Cess 0-1-0 per 0.62 0-3-0 per 2.00
md. of cane md. of cane
Co-operative
Societies’
Commissige 0-0-3 0.15 0-0-9 0.47
Total 297 13.16
It sh ¢ realised thdt cane price is fixed by Government !
India; w re also determined on the basis of various judicial
awards, ' prices of most of the materials and stores are also
regulated Government notifications. ‘These make the sugar



industry one of the most regulated industries as has been admitted
by Government authorities themselves from time to time.

Injudicious Price Control: Over and above the various regula-
tions already in force came the imposition of injudicious control on
the ex-faétory price of sugar on the 30th July, 1958, to which
reference has been made earlier. The circumstances in which the
control was imposed were very unusual and deserve mention. On
June 27, 1958 the Government of I[ndia announced their decision to
export 50.000 tons of sugar. In fact, the Government were keen (o
export 1,00,000 tons. But the industry apprehended that, considering
the stock position of sugar, the export of such a large quantity was
bound to create scarcity and lead to high prices. And it was only
at the suggestion of the industry that the Government agreed to fix
the export quota at the reduced figure of 50,000 tons. As is well
known, the world prices of sugar are lower than those in India and
export could only be made at a loss. The announcement of the
Government was therefore made after they had come to an under-

standing with the industry regarding making up the loss by a slight

increase in the internal prices.

In the discussions between the representatives of the industry and
the Government on the 12th July, 1958, it was agreed that the sugar
factories should sell their sugar at the average prices realised by them
between the 23rd and the 27th June, 1958, which averaged Rs. 37.07
in North India®. Early in July 1958, however, the prevailing prices
of sugar registered an increase on account of certain unforeseen
circumstances : the failure of the monsoon, and a generally sharp
increase in the prices of other agricultural commodities affected the
position. So did the tension in the international situation following
upheavals in fraq. Sugar prices rose, and to a greater measure, in
world markets like London and New York also; but there they were
allowed to follow their own levels. And last but not least, the delay

* Following the discussions with the Food Secretary, Government of India, the
President of the 1.S.M.A, telegraphically urged all factories to sell at agreed
levels. The telegram dated the 12th July reads as follows:—

“Following interview with Food Secretary, President urges all mills to sell
frecly at prices not exceeding average realised between 23rd and 27th June
adjusted for grade differences where necessary AAA Any mill which has not
made a sale during this period should contact a neighbouring mill which has and
Lase its maximum on neighbours figure adjustng only for grade and for
established price differential AAA Mills are reminded that sole selling agents
must be prevailed upon to sell at within the above limits.”

6

in the Government’s release of the usual monthly quota of sugar for
sale by the mills upset the price level’. The risc in sugar price
continued upto about the third week of July. Thereafter, as a resull
of the concerted action of the Mills to sell the released quota at the
agreed rate, the price began to fall and had come down appreciably
when the Government imposed control on the 30th July'. That the
price had started declining could be verified by the market reports
published by the Government of India or by reports of various
‘mandies’ published in Newspapers.. Control may  somcetimes be
justified, but one never hears of control being imposed when the
prices are falling. But unfortunately this is what the Govern-
ment did.

The Control, it may be mentioned, was only on the ex-facton
price and that too only in the case of mills situated in U.P.. North
Bihar and the Punjab. More surprising than the control isell was
the ex-factory selling price fixed under it. This price was fixed in
an absolutely arbitrary manner and was not only lower than what
was agreed to but was quite unremunerative to the industry. Iostead
of giving incentive to the industry to produce more, it did not even
cover the cost of production fully. The result. as could be expected.
was adverse effect on production. It might be of interest to note
here that it is only in the controlled area that production declined.
while in other parts there was actually some improvement. But for
this improvement, the overall production would have shown

*The details regarding monthly releases from Janwary o July, 1958 and the
dates on which the releases were allected are given in Appendic B Trowill
be seen thercfrom that whercas the releases for a particular month were made
either in the beginning of the month or towards the end ol the previous
month, the July release was delayed till the 12th July.

-

The details of ex-factory price are given in Appendix C. [t will he seen from
the same that the rise in prices from the agreed levels at the peak period
was only 34 nP. per maund (from Rs. 37.07 to 37.41) and this too had come
down to only 9 nP. for the week ending 30th July. This differcnce of 9 ul'.
is when compared with the average for the werk ending 30th July. whereas
the actual rates on the 29th and 30th July, i.e. on the eve of control, were
much lower and in many cases lower than the agreed levels.

¢ Extracts from the Sugar Market Weekly Bulletin No. 31 dated July 31, 1958
giving market conditions for the week ending 206th Julv are given in

Appendix D.



steeper  decline. The comparative figures of production are given

below :—

Al India Controlled Rest of

Area. India.
1956-57 20.29 14.20 6.09
1958-59 19.18 12.38 6.80

Faulty Distribution Arrangements: It is significant to note that,
while ex-factory prices were controlied in July °58, it was only in
May '59 that the Government thought of arranging licensing of
wholesale dealers, who were till then absolutely free to sell the sugar
purchased at fixed prices from factories at any price they liked. The
licensing of dealers was completed only in July and it was on the
!5th July °59. that Government thought of fixing selling prices for
dealers. For a full year, factories in the controlled regions were forced
to sell at controlled prices on pain of three years’ rigorous imprisonment
for the principal executive, while no restrictions were placed on
dealers for whom the sky was the limit.

-

Along with control, Government introduced the system of direct
allotment of sugar for sale to their nominees who, in most cases, were
new to trade. This disturbed the normal distribution channels and
its etfect became more pronounced as increasing quantities were
allotted 1o these nominees. In June last, the quota of U.P. and North
Bihar mills was cut down to 30 per cent, while that of the Punjab
was suspended altogether. In July, there was complete suspension
of releases to mills and the entire quantity was taken over by the
Government for sale by their allottees. This reduction and subsequent
suspension of mill quotas naturally dislocated the normal distribution
of sugar. Even with the complete suspension of releases from mills
sit July sugar prices continue to rule generally high.

Critfcism of the Industry not Justified: During the debate in
the- Lok Sabha the patent argument of profiteering was made against

the industry. It was, however, cvident from the then Food Minister's
statement that the prices continued 1o be at a rcasonable level unul
the beginning of May and the controlled rates fixed for the U P,
North Bihar and the Punjab were generally effective. In Tuly the
Government took over the entire stocks with the mills in the controlled
area. Profiteering by the mills. if any. could therefore have taken
place only during the months of May and June. During these two
months the total gquantity of sugar released by the Government was
3.75 lakh tons. Out of this quantity, 1.31 lakh tons wus allotted
directly by the Government to their nominees. 1.24 lakh tons was
given for sale to factorics situated in non-controlled arcas and ihe
balance 1.20 lakh tons was released to mills in the controlled arca.
The allegation about profiteering thus relates only to 1.20 lakh tons
which was sold by mills in the controlled arca. This quota of
1.20 lakh tons forms only 3297 of the total release. [t i~ hardly
convincing, and even against the established concepts of cconomics.
to suggest that the factories which contributed only 329 of the supph
could manipulate the prices or cxpleit the sitwation to push up the

prices.

\ In short, while fall in production created fears of shortage. the
I.’manner of timing of control and the faulty distribution arrangements
| taken thereafter turned this into a scare of scarcity and resulted in
)the presentififlebacle.

Maxingl@tion of Production: The only way out fron the
present Bse 15 undeniably increased production.  There i 1o
short-cut ubstitute available for this. The industry has alwavs
e need of maximising production and has oftered its
In this context, the industry welcomes the new sugar
¢ announced by the Government for the current season.
r incentives both to the growers and 1o the industyy :

the forg il get 3 annas more per md. of canc and the latter has

been g e inducement of a rebate of SO in the hasic excise
duty oz produced by the factories in excess of the average of
the lastigWomyears. The incentives are expected 10 improve production

48l season’s low fioure of 10 1R lakh toand ke ol



not expected to go far so long as the gur and khandsari prices continue
ruling at the present high levels. In the present scheme of incentives,
factories have first to reach a basic quota (which is the average
production of the last two years) before they could avail of the con-
cession in the excise duty. In effect, therefore, it is only after they
have reached the basic quota that they can offer a higher cane price.
Only a few factories can say with confidence whether they will be
able to cross the average production of the last two years and avail
of the concession. We, however, fear that with the diversion of cane
already in progress, a large majority of the factories may not be
able to avail of the concession, while with the existing control on
sugar price, it is not possible for the mills to offer competitive cane
prices forthwith. Against this, the gur and khandsari manufacturer
is in @ position to offer a slice from his high prices to the cane grower
in the form of higher cane prices and thus attract cane away from
ugar factories. Unless, therefore, sugar factories are enabled to offer
competitive cane prices to save diversion of cane from their areas,
it will not be possible to raise sugar production substantially. This
can be done only by removing the present stiffling controls on sugar
factories, Only then would they be able to offer competitive cane
prices to attract cane and maximise production. The increase in
production would also ensure a stable level of sugar prices.

Time here is of the essence. The present crushing season is
already 24 months old and if decontrol has to be effective in yielding
higher produgtion, no time should be lost by Government in taking
necessary and effective action in this behalf.

Cane Development: While the above measures are expected to
retrieve the position in the current season, what is of basic import-
ance for the continued health and further progress of the industry is
the improvement in the backward state of our cane culture. The poor
vield and quality of our cane is a malaise from which the industry
has been suffering all through. And though some efforts have been
made in *he research stations and otherwise to improve the position,
these i .. not made much impression so far. When we compare the
p~ition in this regard with that of other sugarcane producing countries
of the world, the extreme backwardness of our cane culture and the

extent of the handicap suffered by the sugar industry here become
evident®. 1t is, thercfore, imperative that much more considered and
concerted attention is given to this problem. Only when this is done.
and substantial improvement effected in the yield and quality of cane.
will the Indian sugar industry be established on a more firm footing
for further progress in future.




APPENDIX A

SUGAR PRODUCTION IN INDIA SINCE 1953-54.

. Production Variation in Production
VEAR iLakh Tons) with 1953-54 = 100
1953-54 10.01 100
1954-55 15.90 159
1955-56 18.62 186
1856-57 20.29 203
1957-58 19.78 198
1958-59 19.18 191

U

APPENDIX B

THE DATE-WISE DETAILS REGARDING MONTHLY SUGAR
QUOTAS RELEASED BETWEEN JANUARY-JULY, 1958.

sy
January Quota 25.12.57 86,000
February ,, 31. 1.58 1,55,000
March a 3. 3.58 1,72,000
April “ 31. 3.58 1,66,000
May 0 1. 558 [,66,000

15. 5.58 1,00,000
salle 6. 6.58 1,68,000
July .. 12. 7.58 1,70,000

—

APPENDIX C

AVERAGE EX-FACTORY PRICES OF ISS D-29
GRADE IN Rs. = nP. per md.

Average Wost Kast Neorth

Price for L. .. Bihar. \verace,
Week

Ending. R Rs. R= R~
June ’58

7th 35.97 35.88 30.48

15th 36.46 35.87 36.39

22nd 36.01 36.13 37.28

30th 37.24 36.59 37.37 37.07
July 58

7th 37.05 36.58 36.98

15th 37.50 36.66 37.18

22nd* 37.85 36.93 37.46 3741
30tht 37.44 36.81 37.21 37.16

* Details of prices upte 22nd July are taken from “Exkibit’" A to the \davit
of the Chief Director (Sugar) hled in the Supreme Court in conneetion
with Writ Petition No. 134 of 1958 regarding the Diwan Sugar & General
Mills 'Co. Private Ltd.. and Others Vs, the Union of India.

t These prices .

Since not given in the dbme exhibit ) are based o

week endmg /n‘ August, 1958, given in the Snear SMuarker (b It
7th  August, | is<ied by the Direcioraty ©f Sugar ‘amt Von

Government @

= : APPENDIX D
EXTRACT FROM THE ‘INDIAN SUGAR TRADE INFORMA-

)E WEEKLY BULLETIN’ NO. 31 DATED
58 (REVIEW FOR THE WEEK ENDING
i 26TH JULY, 1958).

R ‘ e Muzaffarnagar in the.earlier part of the week the
Steady but closed week due to absence of demand.
8o stcady at Meerut but later on became panicky
g\ sugar by some factories at lower rates. At Hapur
erc steady. The market was very dull at Agra
ere reported to be quoting lower prices and the
ik owing to rainy season. The market was quiet
Iotrend of the prices was checked and the week
rices by about 25 nP. Arrivals and sales of sugar
¢ and the rates remained unchanged. At Calcutta
¢ rates declined by about 19 nP. to 37 nP. per md.
1v(1l\ and slack demand..... ...

The market §
owing 1o the

at Kanpur.
witnessed a

it ruled dull g
owing (0 heay#¥



APPENDIX E

STATEMENT SHOWING COMPARATIVE CANE YIELD
PER ACRE AND SUGAR RECOVERY PERCENT CANE
OF SOME IMPORTANT SUGAR PRODUCING COUNTRIES

COUNTRIES. Aere ot Cane. oY parcent
(tons)
CUBA 17.12 12.25
LOUSIANA 19.84 8.06
PUERTO RICO 24.16 12.23
HAWALI 62.05 10.46
MEXICO 19.54 9.20
PERU 41.14 12.33
EGYPT 30.42 9.37
MAURITIUS 19.63 12.08
SOUTH AFRICA 22.36 10.90
JAVA _ 56.20 11.49
AUSTRALTA ' 2134 14.33
JAPAN & FORMOSA 28.27 12.93
INDIA 12.78 10.01

INDIAN SUGAR MILLS ASSOCIATION, CALCUTTA
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ISSENT OF SRI G.D. BAJPAL TO THE DECIDIGN- THE BONUS

) . ,5'0.%&!‘_

" I am loath to append a dissent to the decisions of
le Bonus Sub-Committee in the last year of its life. But not to
> so would memmn my acquiescence both to the amount of bonus
>termined for distribution and the mental calculation and
rservetion behind it. 1t cannot be forgotten that ever,since
)55, to consider over a brief span, the average annual cost of
iving indices have been rising as the following figures woykd
sveal s -

Year Avarge Indices,
1955 371
19%6 424
1957 448
1958 486
1959(Jan. to Nov.) 490

In all other major industries of U.FP., barring
zar, the rising costs:gre neutralised to some extent by the
uctuating D.A. paid to the workers engaged in them. The -
nsolidated wage of Sugar workers which is below 5.60.00 has
2n stationary since 1948. The gap between the rising costs

1 stationary wages could only be filled by generous annhal
qs to the Sugar workers &f U.P. who have been getting on an
arge .20.00 less per month for several years than their
mter-parts in the South.

" The amount of bonus since 1954-55 has been falling

the figures below indicate:-~

Year amount of bomus paid.
195455 . .72, 54,000
1955-5%% .69, 54,000
1956~57 %.71,50,000
1957-58 1s. 56,00, 000
1958-59 ks. 50,00, 000

' To complete the picture, I have to State that the
ar production in this state has doubled itself during the
t five years from one million to two millions tons., It would
e2ar that higher the production and living costs lesser the
us is the policy.

" In the bonus-year in question a loot of11 crores
been shared between the Sugar millowners and the wholesale
lers. It is not for me to say who got the lion's share in
distribution of spoils. My dissent is only for the purpose
Laying bare the rapacity of the employers and the misfortune
she workers of this industry “in a boom period." q

i
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Centxal Susar Jsge Board.

‘his Board is fAnalisin; its recommendations. The Labouxr
Hepresemtative on the Doard from this reglion has Informally
discussed the issue with the representatives of sugar unions
in this region including INTUC..¥e met on the S5th & 12th of
gy 1960 at Sixivampur. These discussions were on the backe
~zxound of the Poona Conference ¢of sugar woxkers held ocn the
28th Apzril 1960 in which AITUC Unions and Republican workers
have participated.

The Bogrd seems to have come fto the conclusion that
Lise 75/= peme should be the all told minimza for U.F.-Bihar
and kase. 80 to 85 for Mshar ahtras The efforts are being made
to obtain the fuilest consent of Labour representatives on
the Zoard., The INTUC repressentative has already yelilded. The
Helie Se represontative 1s stron ly incililned to follow the suit,

The recasoning advanced by him is as follows 3=

1)

2)

)

4)

5)

6)

’

7)

8)

Foxr Bihar-U.,P, we arc helplcas . IBTUC has already fLi-
nally agresd to RSe T5/=

The gap between those regiocns and Haharashtra can't
be more than 10/=, 2o

#ith 85 Rs. as mininun we get a rise of over 20 Hse.
Pelle in coopexative sector and Bs. 15 te 20 p.m. in
private sector,

On the strenmgth of betier capacity to pay in this
region we can fight for hizher Bonuses. P

In absence of unaniwsus recomuendations the implemow
-ptation of the Doard's reconmendations will be axte
=yenely difficult and celayed.

In absence of unznimity in the Beard the recommendo=
~tions may stili fall down to Rse. 70 and 80,

On unanimous recommendatiens the implementationd is
assured by the cmployers.

—

Cement Board recommendations provide fox phasing



-2 -

which in tern 13 postponed by the\xovernment. Tae
actual immedicte rise is not more tnan He. 25/=).@e

*he AITUC Unioms represcatatives took the following

gtand$ 3=

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

S0 in this region, The employers have never pleaded
in-capacity but harped only on the surrounding ./.ge
level and existing settlocments in sugar fadtoerius,

mis industry is much more profit making, sound and
szrowing than Cement,

therefore the consideration of immediate high juump |
etc. should not weigh while fixing the minimum /agee

While considering the aspect of gap between U.b.=B ‘f
~ar and idaharagshtra the principle of region=cum-
~industry basis should not be lost sight of,

We snhould not give in on the guestion of nminimuwua b
wages for the reasons nentioned in the supplementarysy
memorandum submitted to tiie Board, j

In any case me we should not agree tuv less than
Cenment recomxeadations minus phasing.

If thgt 1s not possible o minute of dissent should

be given on the basis of minimum wagc in texrmsf of
tripartite norns and should start vigourous prepara= T
~tions for united strugglc of sugar uoxkers in labhaw
~ragitra for a minimu.: waze in texrms of tripartite
NOXNSe

By reason of the disscating note we will net loose
tae advaance that is being made otherviise. For the
gsake of unaminity we should not swrronder our basis
positions,.

In any cass we sihould iusist on the system of D.A.
on sliding scalec Wmked with cost of living index.



A

LNTUC Unions supported the H.k.S. representatives stand

. The Board member ( H.E.S. / though inclined to agree en
Rs. 85/~ stated that he was prepared to act according the
advice of all other unions, provided we were ready for a big
struggle, But he had misgivings about the same., He thinks
thab with 20 Rs. rise especially the cooperative sugar factor,
workers will npt be prepaied for struggle.

The AITUC Unions representatives promised all support

in preparation for strugile and pressed the above mentioned
line,

The AITUC Unions were representated by Gom. Kudhm S,S.
Patily il.L.A. Com. M.H.Katrey; Com.Eadhvker Bhise and Come R.
S.Kulkarni, INTUC was represented by Shri L.D.Gandhi and =,
M.S. by Shrl Gangadhar Ogale.

3

: (ile SeKULKAKNI)
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/ e 2] MAY 1960 Telephone : 2025
= !

J Punjeb & Himachal Committee
//  ALLINDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

G. T. Road,
Jullundur City.

Ref. No.i&éé&?. =4 e~ AN " Dated 25 _75.“60'_“;“7 :

Dear
The Government has refe;-x'ﬂ the clain for bonus
with regard to the three to-operative Sugar Mlls to
adjudication. ¥We have cleimed that bonus should be
) paid according to the UsPs formulae The next date of
hearing is 30.5+460.
will you be good emough to send me immediatiy @
the U.Pe Govte G%mt-e containing this formula? 1f
this is not possible please send me the date and
nunmder of the fagette togather with copy .of the
contents certified to be a true copy by yous
i sha/ll be really gratefulx if you ecould
help me in this regard.
. _°}’" o/,ﬁ‘er With greetings,
AN Rk %

R ted Vo :
S C T 0 O Yours faternall
= e\’ 4 b
e, FCes Y Gt
W Secretary Asl.ToU.Cs 3 (Sﬂtiﬁh Loanba)

4, Asoka Road
ﬁew Delhi. ¥
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<INUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ‘TR/DEUNIONS
S0UGAR FACTORIES UNDER PAYY GROUP IW SOUTH INDIA WHICH TOOK PLACE

MADRAS ON THE 28th MARCH 19K0. CO¥.K.M.SUNDARAM PRESIDED OVER
? PRONTEDINGS.,

The fnllowing renrecsentotives at*snded the meesting:
“or, R,L,N,%astry, 2, “om.,R.,Tmanath, 3, Zom,Ti™ivengadem,
Tom. K ,8,2emanam] alias Somu., 5. Com, Nallusawmi, &8, Tom,Rengsa

hen and Com,T.R,.nnesen, Represantctive from Pamha River Facts

1414 »ot sttmnd,

The fnllowing Aenisaf na were arrived gtie

1, The concensus of opinion of the meseting was that 1t was
inant end ahsolutely n;éessary to have a Faderotinm of Suzar.,

/

tory Trede Tnions unider Parry roup to find s forum to sovesk
tre ertirea workars undar thia management, Therafore 1+ was
14ad to Invite the ronaernad Tnions +to wmeet at Nellilupnam
tha 28+h anril for forming the Fedaratiom,

2, Tor tha praeasant thie Paderstion will confine itsalf teo
workere only,

T, "™mione irr=spe~tiva of effillationsg harrine company unfons
1 be wim¥ invited to this meeting,

4, Pulea for +he Yedergtion will he framed hy the T N, T 7,7,
2 fortnight,

A, Tantatively the anrual suhascri-tion «411 ha “e,10/a for
7 union, Fa~h uni~n will send two raen esantatives tn the Fada.

.
“1on ., There will he one Praaidant , tvo Viere Presidents,
“"eararal Senrvetarvy, one 1nint Senret:cry snd one Trarsurar and
co~vnittae mambers, The genernl Sacretery will he from Nellia
cam,
7. A Tesolutim condemninz thae ad--anet attiutde of the

'y manazewent in not conceading fo the lagitimats Adenanda o
Pattaveithalal wo rkers wea also naseed,

~ | peetar

o4, K.¥,SUNDARAN
Secretnry,
Tamilnad Trade "Tmiem “onersas,

*Hlasﬂﬂ‘viﬂv'

= - —— -




T A R SR P S R LY «

29 JUN 1960 TRADE UNION GENTRE

s , MALIWADA. AHMEDNAGAR. (
}q 2- June 26, 1960, L¥nhevasd ﬂmg

ear Comrade Pandhe,

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of the re o;%J;;:m
adhukar Katre, Member, Sugar Fraction, MSTUC, sentpto the GeggﬁéL
acretary, Maharastra Trade Union Committee and a news-item for
1blicat10n.1n TRADE UNIQN RECORD regarding the artivities of the
IAT Fraction of MSTUC, in the ra

: : pidly devekoping belt of
ctories in Maharastra State. Y ? Sugar

You mu§t be aware that Com. Dange, Gen. Secy. AITUC, was preseni
> the meeting of the active warkers, owing allegience to AITUC

1d the Republican Party of India, from 20 sugar factories in
:Mharastra, held on 28/4/1960 at Poona. The Sugar Fraction, which
icludes Shri P.J.Roham, President,District Branch of the Republican

zrty of India, Ahmednagar District, has been constituted at this
retinge.

The active cooperation with AITUC and participaltion in the
wove referred to meeting and the subsequent activities, detailed
. the report, of the cadres and the leadership from Mahsrastra of
’T is a new, significant and noteworthy factor in the working class
vement. This Party represents the untouchable and neo-Buddhists
ssesE,¥1like meny other x=ektrmx industries, forms a substantial
1k in the sugar workers. This section, enganged as it was in
ghting against the age-o0ld imjs® injustice, had not taken a
ading part in builling united trade uniom movement uptill now.

it *e indicates a significant trend. Naturally, this should be
flected in the xEpkx reporting in the TUR.

Com. Dange is presently in Poona for rest and nature-cure
‘eatment and £ hence a copy of the report has also been sent to
m at Poona for his perusal and information.

We shall post you with the developments in this regard in
iture and any suggestions from you would be welcomed.

Kindly acknowledge the receipt of this letter and the report.
With greetings,

¥eury Lxxthfuiiy,
Yours Comradely

YBHASKAR JADHAV) %LQ, ‘

>me M.KePandhe,
ITUC Office, 0

qz‘“ngiz::Ejk N u.i*\\\
it B hwedemn e g
L




€8y "has given an impetus to the & (
e 1 & Us 10 the Movement of Sugar rs i
g i S el S Mt S i
 are affiliated to HMS aud in FroC, € in rest of them, the uni-.
; _ : ases to INTUC
]gsgagflnggeagggggg?egnghaiig havgtestablished fi;mfgggﬂggzgcinwork
] ori arashira. After the rall

¢ held at the factories in which th : ' A meetinga

C : e decisions of the r

3&23n§d aﬁd the workers warmly "approved of the same. A §%§¥lg€re
3 y_t e MSTUC was widely distributed among the workers.

It is reliably learnt that the Central Wage Board for T 3
ry has recommended Rs.90#- as minimum'wagzgfor sugar woiﬁ%ﬁs ;gdu
L5 region and that the HMS representative on this Board from this
zion has given.his consent to this. Even the workers following

¢ HMS are showing their dis-approval. The sugar industry in this
7ion 1s growing, prosperous and the employers either propritery
co-operative are accummulating huge profits. Sufice it to cite
% one example of Pravaranagar Co.operativé Sugar Factory,which,

1 in the begining a crushing capacity of pnly five hundred tons,
E has expanded withing.the last ten years to the crushing capaci-
- of 1200 tons and the company has now applied for permission for
pansion of the plant upto 1800 tons. But up till this time, the
rkers have got very little share of this dazzling prosperitys
e workers rightly except that, now they should at least get the
ed bagsed minimum wage as recommended by the 15the Tripartite

mference.
B : i rd
on behalf of the MSTUC, public meetings were held during thir
e aknagar (Maharashtra Sugar Mills), Raghunatb
S o ceen iR izl : (Karegaon Co=~operatlve

agar (@angapur Sugar Mills) and Asok Nagar _ il
gitory) w%igh were attended by fairly large number of workgrs 13
pite of the ¢lose of crushing seasone. Thege Yeﬁgméggziis; I-'au‘gxio,g
y s esh U ® a sliniie
thers by Com, Datta Deshmukh M.L.A. Com. Sant e )

h T : and Com. Bha
‘hri P.J.Roham, Com., Madhukar Katzex workers must get a need-

demanded at those meetings that sugar ¢
;ggedemgigmum'wage end that the dearmess allowanceﬁ?uggvge iégiei
1p with the cost of living and the employers and the 3 in A
yarned that the working will lodge a determined strugg
these demands were not mel.
cdvTin

Harvesting and Ed!ting Labour

More than 50,000 workers are employed by the sugar factories in
arashtra region for harvesting and cafting the sugar case by mea-
of bullock-carts owned by the workers. These workers are employ-
on contract basis and they are denied even the elementary facilit
es under any of the labour laws inforce. They are not given wee=~
.y offy paid holidays or paid leave of any Kind. Their hours of =
‘kxxx range between 12 and 18 and after allkx the hard toil,7theyie
11y able to maintainthemselfPrand thid familye . The réads in theé
ctory area are in the worst condition, with the result that the
llocks often meety with accidents and tlie’ carts often wreek, caus-
g great loss to the workers. ~These workers come to the fTac ories
r ks seasonal employment from distant villageswheére during off
.ason “they wérk as agricultural labourers or till their own tiny
ots of land., MSTUC is trying to organise these workers in their
itive villages and group-conferences are being héld in thesexxk
{11ages which are speread over in four districts. ~The ;eapgnse
rom these downtroddén and hitherto complgte}yhgeg;egtgd_wor ers
s quite encouraging. A charter of immediate démands has begn A
repared and there is determinatiomr to put up an organised strugg
for these demands. .

.
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Walchandnagar Workers getting organised.

A significant k& feature of the present campaign is the awalk-
kening in the workers of Walchandnagar Sugar Factory, wm owned
by the m notorious "Walchmmd Group of Industries'y a virtual prison
of workers and where :democracy does not exist4 like the "Modynagar
"Tatanagar'" and other "Nagaras'" owned and managed by the bigwigs
from the Indian financial and capitalist workd. The workers of the
Sansar Cooperative Sugar Factory which lies in the same local area
(Taluka) are enrolling themselves in Indapur Sakhar Kamgar Union
and the activities of this Union are gradually being extended to

Walchandnagar. //)
( BHASKAR JADHAYV) ,
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CHINI CONTROL VIRODHI SANGHARSHA SaMITI.
Office.- 15, Moti BhaWan,

/

‘ /’

> ' Shakkarpatfi oA W
Sé;l/;,' KNFUR, 28-7-1960, - %
To, ; ; \\___, 7
Sn\. .&S‘gwx\p el .%wm\ W awk(

k\.—t.tb.btb&,\\m

'Sir, ; :
The echoes of countrywide demand for the decontrol
of sugar must, no doubt, have reached you. The Union Food
Minister has assured more than once that no sooner 22.5 lac A
tons sugar is préduc;d he would decontrol spgaf.v The prqg;
uction has exceeded 24 lac tons and at Banglore on July 5,
1960 ‘he has sdmitted a surplus of 6 lac tons yet he has not
fulfilled his assurance. On June'7,1960 the Indian:Sugar‘
M1lls 4dssociation moved the Government not to decontrol the
sugar until production in the coming season wns watched. The
season starts in October 1960 and will come-to a close towerds .';
May 1961, The control has lasted a year already. ”
Shrl Patil has obiously acquis~2d to the wishes of
the mill owne> . This will mean another one nine months of
control. The prices will seek a much lower level no sooner
sugar is decontrolled. This has been proved a number of.fimes.
During the last six months whenever decontrol seemed Imminent
prices declined. The control has dislodged millions of deal-
ers, traders, agents, brokers and their employees and the
consumer s continues to derive major portion of sugar'from
the black-market as the macninery set up by the Government
to replace the normal trade channel is far from being fool .
proof. The maximum rise in prices recorded before the control :é 
was Eulﬁ;éo per bag, whéreas in the controlled sector sugar
has'been'anWn to sell in some-States as high .as Rs,80=00 ber
b 2l :.. -.., bo Sty s VST b‘ . o

Consumers all over India, on an average, have heen
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paying 35-40% more dur;ﬁé‘the entire Qontrdl-period, inspite; ;.'tgyzs\
of the ctlossal carryover of about 6 lac tons which i1s more i
than ;” Inéin's anuarl suger requirements. Khendsrri znd 5"7
gur prices have slso cnjoyed a fabubous time having @gained ffg_

suport from the high sugar prices, / 59

The crop reports for the coming season indicate 29% ¥ |
1n9reased sowing of sugar cane. The increased installedkcapgcity
of the factories which will work in ?ﬁe coming season will tend
to produce atleast 26 lac tons sugar, This will further raise -
the surplus to a level which will leave more than 50% sugar
unconsumed, .

The State Governments in whom the distribution of sugarli'
now vests, are making undue profits, lesaving room scope for
continued blaek-marketting by Anti Social .elements., A&n atu
mosphere of artificial scarcity has been created and it will
persist, The sugar mills continue to supply damaged and inf-
erior sugar in such quantities as to leavg no option wtthftpa
allottec but to resort to malpractices..‘

The Sugar Merchant's Associations in the Statgs of
Bombay, West Bengal, Delhi, Gujerat, Pugjab, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh have passed resolutions and-issued press-notésrdemapd-
ing immediate dscontrol of sugar;but.the Government has turﬁed
a dcaf year to thelr demands and representatives, 'ThisRhgd,
compelled the sugaf merchants and traders all over India pq;
observe 'Token Strike'’on July 7,1960 with a view to express
their resentment and indignation. The compaign 1s being int-
gnsified as if goes unheeded, _ ;

The Action Committee of the All India Sugar' Control
Protest Movement has decided to approach you through thisréppeal

and to seek your kind indulgence in putting an end to the pre-
vailing Sugar scandal being perpetrated on a national scale,

A more glaring example of scarcity amidst plenty,black-marketing 2
in the guise of controliand of administrative timidity has yet
to be endured,’ In redpesting,yuu-to-exppﬁs these fac}s ijpiing

your good offices to bring immediate pressure on the'Government
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the Committee feels that it would ‘only be doing its duty,
agd associating itself wiph you in dischérging the res-
ponsibil;ty you share towards the psople, Any further
information, date or statistics required v you for your

study will be giadlx-furnished to you,

-

Very truly

Ry Purae

(Rameshwar Das Purwar)

Convener,
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CHINI CONTROL:VIRODHI SANGHARSHA S4MITI
Office:- 15,Moti Bhawan,

j) Shakkar patti
AL/ /- xawEmR, 20th July,1960.
' : //’ -
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l 3
a!'ble Shri S.K.Patil,
nister of Food and dgriculture,
vernment of India, -
W_DELHI.

aourable Sir,

In response to the "IOKEN STRIKE" organised throughout
e country by the Action Committee of the 411 India Sugar Control
test Movement on July 7.,"1960s we haye received an overwhelming
d spontaneous respoase from all over the country suppor ting
rongly the move sponsored by us.

The* Commitieo now feels compelled to bring the follow-
: facts to your rotice for your ébnsideration and immediate
tion on the streingtin of views received from the merchants,traders
kers, consumers and agents of the country "o are affected by
3 sugar control 7 seek its_immediate teraination.

The production of sugar in the coun®ry uptodate ‘has touched
an all time record of 24,10 lac tcns in response to measures
taken by you last year to encourage production.

This together with 1.73 lac tons carried forward from the last
year, leaves a total of 25.83 lac tons of sugar. ..

4llowing for a consumption of about 20 lac’ tons, it is hoped
that a surplue carryover of about & lac tons will be available
in the country without any doubt.

Leaving apart the above happv stock position alone, it is now
tc be noted that 10% to 15% increase is being reported in the
sugarcane as a result of steps taken by you to raise the price
of sugarcane and to encourage cane eultivation and added by
timely and abundant reins in all the cane producing areas,the
factories should he able to produce atleast 2 lac tons mors
with their existing capaci®ty and the increase capacity of
newly installed as well as of recently extended factories
snhould account for an increase of 1 lac tons more. Thus a
total production of 27 lac tons can be expected without any
risk of over estimation. : ‘L
4fter weighing the situation you haye stipulated.that a
production of 22,5 lac tons was _gnough to meet the country's
consumption of sugar conviently and you had stated in Octobersi—
1959, that you would decontrol sugar no sooner the production
reacﬁes 22,5 lac tons., This remains unfui.filled.

: contd.
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14.
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The buffer stock you have intended to build is now

built up. Prices have come down, though gradually,

and now the prices are tending to seek a much lower
lovel. Each tine there was a rumour of decontrol,

sugar prices came down but they rose -again when no

decontrol was announced,

Your fear that prices may not rise ngain is absolu-
tely without any foundation in view of the abundant
supply position now assured due to ycur foresight and
almost all sugar merchants associntions of the country
hold the same view,

The present machinery set up for the sale of sugar
has proved a feilure. 80% of the people who live
in rural areas are not getting sugar at fair prices.
Government measures are principally ment and dire-
cted tcwards giving relief to majority of the con-
sumers, Inthe present case 80% people of the coun-
try are not being befifitted at all.

The demand for decontrol of sugar is manifest in the
country wide resentment proclaimed through press and
platform and expressed through token protest strikes,
hunger strikes, demonstrations and dcputatlicns all of
whorm have been ignored by you thus far, Even Govtt., "
spokesnen and State Ministers have admitted the fut-
ility of control on sugar. & parallel example 1s not
known when a demand was so spontaneous and its rea-
gtion on your part having gone so unheeded,

It is quite clear thet it is only the fear of exce-
ssive production and consequent drop in sugar prices
that has induced the mill owners to prewsil upon you
not to dacontrol sugar against an ovorwhcelming
justification for its decontrol.

It 1s needless to mention that the peoplc are openly
exprossing their wonder ot the lack of proper reaction
on your part in regerd to decontrol of sugnr, whoen,
knowing it too well, that you are fundrmentelly opposed
to it, tne Jucontrolshould linger on and on. You have
openly admitted that even the Govtt., machinery could
make mistakes ~nd had ocdmitted thet contrnl breeds
mal=practicaes.

You must have rend the recent statement of Shri J.S.
Negi, Minister of Food and Civil Supplies,U.P., who
has revealed in a press conference that the sugar
position is more than satisfactory., If the situation
is more than satisfactory in U.P. now then your dec-
ision for decontrol should be eminent in persuence

of your own public announcement that the control will
not continue a minute longer than necessary.

The Gujerat Govtt. has already urged you to decontrol
sugar, The views of U.P. Govtt. are alsc clear.

The monthly quotas now belng releasaed by you are
abundent. The States are not lifting the guantities
alloted to them with the Bosult that the off-take
from the factories is poor.

The voice of the traders as well as consumers all
over the country is united in demanding the decontrol
of sugar. The unemployment caused due to the control

and hardships experienced by the consumers must needs
be erided.

centd,
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" The case for decontrol of sugar is now abundantly
Elpar. any attenpt on the part of Govtt. to bypass the
popular demand for its decontrol can only be regarded in
terms of an attempt to ignore the inherent right of million
of the sugsr traders to tra&eo for their livilihood and the
consumgers tc procuroc sugar at lower pricce than proveiling
now, . _

Inspite of the above, if there is still any

doubt in your mind that you may wish to thrash out in
ordor to arrive at an carly dccision, then it would be
a pleasure to us to bsc of service tec you, shculd you so

desire. A

Yours faithfully,

@ & f ey
o

(Rameshwar Dass Purwar)

Convenor,
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MAHARASHTRA RAJYA TRADE UNION COMMITTEE
(0F AITUC)
e ) First Floor,
Vs q } - Dalvi Building,
/ :l Dr Ambedksr Road,
Parel TT,Bombay 12.
:ar Com Sriwastava, I8 O=Zo ben [(FTELD
SUGAR INDUSTRY.

Yoeu must no doubt be aware that since the last
or 8 montths AITUC in Msharashtra has been paying special
gttention to the trade union work in the sugar industry
1 this region. A meeting of Activists working in Sugar
wdustry was held in Apr il this year and a Committee con-
'sting of about 5 persons was formed to co-ordinate and
1ide the activities of our Unions in this sector. This
rmittee chalked out a plan for about six months which
18 implemented with a fair major of success. As 3 result
£ this work we not only strengthened our own Unions but
lso made a break through in areas and regions where pre-
iously we had very little or no work at all.

A meeting of this committee took place to-day
3 review the work done and alsc to plan out our future
>urse, particularly in the context of the deliberations
f the wageboard. Com Danze was present in this meeting.

The Committee decided to organise a campaign
5> demarmd immediate sannouncement of the decisions of the
1geboard and it's =x implementation by January 1961, at
e latest. This was done hecauwe ¥ was apprehended that
he wageroard might announce it's decisions in the lean
>ason, when the workers' protest or their mobilisation
zainst it's recommendations may not be possible or effec-
ive. Details of this campalgn was worked out and would

e implemented forthwith., Similar campaign should be
rganised All India wise.

It was also decided to call s conferernce of
11l Unions working in the Sugar Industry owing allegiance
o or friendly to AITUC within three weeks of the publicae
ions of the wageboard's award, to assess it's effects as
ell as to plan the future campaign. The committee decided
hat immediate steps should be taken and all necessary
reliminaries should be got through quite well in advance
o that the conference as proposed above may beshexd '~
ccording t6 schedule. - With this end in view it is propmsed
hat .the AITUC should immediately, say by the 1ist oanndu
eek of November call 2 preliminary meeting of one or two
mportant ‘comrades from each of the State whera' we' arée’
orking in the Sugar Indpatry.. The meliminary meeting
ould then decide on the various details about the Confe-

ence mentionedwabm rals 24422 an ad=hoc
entre for co-ozdin;iing “our gitié&%ﬁegyin the Sugar Induatry
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on an All India plare. @om Danzge will be writing to you
sepatately in thies connecticn.

This is to request you to kindly arrange for
the above Preliminary Meeting. 1In the opinion of the
Committee the venue for this preliminagry meeting should
prefersbly te Nagpure In the meantime kindly let me know
the names gnd addresses of such Comrades sc that we may
also get in contasct with them directly.

With greetings .-

Fraternally yours,
o

—7 B S DHUMS,
/4; General Secretary.



SAD on Sugar

Wage Board report is being delayed. Their tactic
seems to be that the Report may go to Govt by
December. Govt may opine by February and the
owners will consider and give their decisions by
April ~ Just when the season closed - so that

the workers will h&ave no opportunity to think

and react. They will have to resume by October
next on the new terms.

This tactic, if it works out as above, has to
be foughtu.

So we are planning a central handbill and series
of meetin s, making a demand that the report be
out immediately and all decisions to be taken
before January.

We do not want to say anything in advance whether
the report is good or bad. We do not anticipate
it and shout against or for it. Bubt speak against
the above danger.

The workers must be moved and made conscious - else
the advantages of a Board will be lost.

It is also proposed that by December lst week,
a small all-India sugar leaders meeting be called
in Nagpur - to decide that an all- India conference
of sugar bg “held as soon as the Board report is
out, to coordinate the reaction on the report even
if it is a favourable report. That will give some central
thinking to the sugar unions.
Andhra
So you should ask U.P., Bihar/and Tamilnad unions
to take up the guestion as above.

18.20.60 N -
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF RESETTLEMENT & EMPLLOYMENT
MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

'TONNAIRE FOR ASSESSING THE EDUCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
OF CRAFTSMEN

E
Industry/Branch of Industry............coeeacuecraneees 00000 e 0000 golb 00 d 0 eota B ea -
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SHNICAL TRAINING REQUIRED
INSTITUTIONAL
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1) Nature of Award Degree/Diploma/Certificate
IN-PLANT

) Duration. ..

........................................................................

cialisation in any subject, machine operation or Field required
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ERIENCE IN OTHER OCCUPATION(S) ADEQUATE FOR PROMOTION TO, THIS
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.....................................................
...............

............................................

upations to which promoted (with Code Numbers) ......... 4 50,0608k 0 0 0 BB BE 8800 0 . ............
al Emoluments per moOnth, ... ..ottt ittt e e
IAUNES ST 006 0815 0000000 000 o T G B G 0.0 TR | P B S 8I600E S 0 000050000000<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>