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re: Practical informations for the arrival and the participation
in the 3rd Internationale Conference of Textile, Clothing and
Leather Workers.
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Dear Yriends and Brothers

Freparations for “he 3rd te natioral Conference are going

on in a very satisfactor; way. fm wiw-Areil zhout 40 cowmitries frem
&1l five perts of the worlid huve agrecd to oarsticipate in the 3rd
Conference. Apart from the dclogatas tiae afliliatsd orgenisations
observers and guesls from mony Sacopsan, Avian, ¥iddle and Near Bast
African, Latin Amserican countrios anl wisaiz g 22 dell s Seme

irterrational and regional orgmuissiions will attend.

A preparatory Documaent ZTor the Scafcerence was sont out to all
aftiliated organisations and gueste.

in our Information Bulletin, taich is now beinzg distributed, the
following cocumenis arc oublizhed:s

a. Draft time-table of +he

onfew
b. Information on the professioncl sections meeting.

crioe

This letter is to inform you zbous some imnortant details with
regard o travel arrangements and the recepuion of dclegates and guests.

We wish to emphasisc thot all visas for the stay in Berlin,GDR
will be issued at the arrival on the airport in Schdnefeld, at Friedrich-
strasse Railway Station or ut the fronticr posts for the participants
who come by car.
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It is of greatest importance tzet all organisations inform us
as soon as possible ond the laifcst on YMay 8th oa the names, date ana
place of birth and passport mmbers oy tio delegates, guests and

N

observers ( including intescrevers ), wo altoend the Conference.

711l rou slso please let on Wauovby walch mcans of transvort
you intend to come to Reriin ( plans, *rals or car ) , as vell as
the date and rour of arrival., ir cwso ~cu wravel by cer, the fronilier
post and the number cf youar o=r.

The participants who will arrive in Weat Berlin, on the Tegel » -

port, can vake a 5-Bahn trzin ¢t wne aur.*l of the aippsrt and g =3
this train as far as PrisdceicuStrasse Duntion ( the famis 40 Plfe iy

4t EO " [

Rcception services wilil be At Fvi. i hsitrasee Station, the oin

station and at Schénefeld isivpsars (U

&y where they wiil be
othing and Teath:» Workers Union of the CDR.
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Tre participants will s
catered by the Textile, CI
An information servics ig set "1p tu Ttoe hotel M GHstehaus der CGewerk-
schaften, Invelidenstrassc 12C, 121, Tel. /425531.

I_J

The official languages of the Cor 'orenczce will bes French, Imglish
Russian, Spanish and Germen. the laigutge of the host country, whes:
the Confercence takes place. Trarsiation gervices are vrovided for
other languages.

The drafi-rules of the Confersenc whick will be adopted hy the
Administrative Committes and the Con f grence stipulate: a time limic
20 minutes for the discussion of everyv delegavione.

©

Hoping that this informstion wii be useful for you, we remain,

Yours fraternally,

7 ’M/Lg
4 “tf,
J. Mevald tlﬂ’

General Secretary.



in preparation for the 3rd International Conference of

Textile, Clothing and Leather Workers.
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INTERNATIONAL., SITUATION AND DEVELOPMENT CF THE
STRUGGLE FOR PEACE
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The struggle against war, for the maintenance and
strengthening of peace which has always been the centre of
attention for workers and trade unions,is at present consi-
dered to be the primary question facing the workers of our
industrial branches, the entire international trade union
movement and humanity.

This essential problem fermed the centre of discussion
at the recent VIth World -Trade Union Congress in which
delegates, observers and guests from 90 countries : pmrr-- .~
ticipated, representing more than 159 million organised
trade uwnionists from all parts of the world, affiliated or
non-affijiated to the WFTU, including many trade union
officials and workers of thé textile, clothing, leather and
shoe industries. The resolutions adopted by these great int.
trade union meetings will certainly contribute in a decisive
way to the strengthening of unity and solidarity in the in-
ternational field, and’give a final impulse to the struggle
for peace, against the monopolies and imperialism.

The development of the international situation is cha-
racterised by the fact that the forces working for peace
have grown in the world and won new successes, They are ma-
nifesting to be the largest forces , able to prevent a
world war and to defeat the imperialist actions.

At the same time imperialism does not give up any of
its aims to dominate the world.

The actions of the belligerent forces of the most re-
actionery circles of imperialism - -especially the USA - are
creating dangerous situations and . kéepibgiup serious war
centres in various parts of the world.

The wild aggression let loose by Americantimperislism

in South-Vietnam mezns a serious danger to the whole world.



Violating the Geneva Agreements of 1954 the armed

. forces of the USA have installed themselves in South-Vietnam.
In the course of the cruel repressions taken against the whole
Vietnamese people fighting for its freéaom, independence

and the unity of its country, the imperialist. mggréssors

use napalm, toxic gases and materials, murderous bombardments
while proclaiming and pretending to "want peace'" and at the
same time reinforéing the military war machine and extending
the gggression even to the neighbouring countrie%fLaos and
Cambodia..

This war, the armed intervention in San-Domingo viola-
ting all international treaties and agrcements, the blockade
against Cuba, the role played in Lgtin America, the Conpo
and other countries in Africa and Asia show clearly that t
American imperialism, the mightiest and most aggressive one
in the world, wants to keep its positionsby force and wishes
to play the role of an international policeman turned against
the liberation movements and prgresssive forces.

In Burope the belligerent circles in the G.F.R. are
keeping to their annexsifon.pdélicy towards the G.D.R. and
exposing openly their territorial demands "on. "..» conntries
whigh have been victims of the Hitler aggression. In that
country the restauration of a powerful armed force means
a danger, %o the safety of the peoples and the plans to
equip %hisAarmy with atomic weapons either directly ot by
means of anhy. sort of multilateral force, includes a serious
danger 7tp world peace. This effort of the military wvirecles
and West-German monopolies in the figld of nuclear power corres-
ponds to the policy of revenge and conquest expressed by
them, Being supported openly by the U.S.A. Government it is
all the more dangesrous.

It is urgently necessary to recognise the existence
of two German states 21 years after the end of the Second
World War., SigningGér%ggce treaty with consideration to this
state of affairs would contribute to assuring European safety
and %o cleafing.the political/Almosphere in Europe and the
worlid.
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The energetic stiruggle against the aggressive plans

of imperialism, for the establishment of peace and coexisten-
ce between states withdifferent social orders, whethe}-large
or small, is important as a2 meszng tc free the peoples of

the nightmare cf a2 war of exterminatinon and *he heavy burdens
imposed cn them .by its preparations. The struggle for peace-
ful coexistence rertainly does not mean renunciation te the
cl ass struggle or the struggle fecr national liberation; on
the contrary, it creates better conditions for them.

The contradictions and difficulties on the way of im-
perialism, colonialism ard reo—colonislism are growing under
the increasing pressure cf the porular masses .and the better
efficiency of the =z2ctions of actise solidarity with the
- peoples Ffighting againsit bruisl cpsradt:ong. and attacks. The
U.S.A. 2re meeting ever g jifficulties:

— in VIETNAIl thonkes to whe resigtance of the 2ntine Vietnamese
people =and the efficient essiatance and active 'solidarity

of the socialis?t countriss / especially the Scviet Union/,

the growing mcbilisaticn of the workers and world putlic
cpinicn and of important sectors of public opinion in the

United States themeeslves :

~ in SAN-DOMING) the American aggression against . . this

people has roused the indigration of large sections of world

public opinion , especially in the Latin-American coun®ries;

the natioral liberation movement which is actively supported

by the trade unions, has reached an immortant stage of grcwth.

- in the chuntries where neo—~colonialigm has_more or less

taken root the strugcle aegainst its consequences [ industrial
backwardness, rsjection of essential reforms, umennloyment,
antizdemocratic end anti~trade unicn repressions, etc.,/ Sends
to expand more and more including armed fights,if imperialism,
mohopolies .2 thc internel rezctlionary forces make all

other fighting forms impossible.

~ The oppositinn to the reactionary regimes and fascist rules
in Spein, Portugal and Greece is developping in aj broeader

and more vigorous way.
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The Three-coutinental Conference in Havana - with
representatives of 82 countries of Agia, Africa and Latin-
America participating in it - has reaffirmed the necessity
of strengthening the unity and solidarity of the peoples
of those three continents in their struggle against the
monopolies, imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism.
The General Declaretion says clearly : "The Conference
proclaims the inaleniable right of the peoples to complete
politicail independence, to all necessary forms of struggle,
including armed struggles, to - win - this right,® The same
Declaration affirms the demand for a tight coalition
between the anti-imperizlis* forces - the natica2l libe-
ration movement, the socialist countries and the interna-
tional labour movement - as a decisive condicion for the
victory over neo~colonialism and colonialism. The Conference
underlines the great role played by the socialist countries
and "greets ardently the working class and the progressive
movements in WestePn Z-urope and the United States and
appeels to them to tighten even mcre their fraternal bonds
of solidarity with the pecples of the three continents in
order to wage a common struggle against the imperialist mo-
nopolies as well as z2gainst the policy of aggression znd
intervention, as they themselves are 2lso the evictims of
the system of oppression and exploitation".

The growing unity of the onti-imperialist forces of
the world as well as the contradictions between the imperia-
list countries thems:lves created by their economic and
political interests, contributes to the conditions becoming
more favourable for action and success of the pezce loving
forces., It is,therefore, possible to achieve factual steps
towards peace which naturzlly will be rejected by imperialism,
and to go further on thés way to reduce jnternational tension,
to limit the armaments race, to preserve peace in the whole
world.
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TOR THE FREE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTION AND WORLD TRADE
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World producticn »f textiles, clothing and leather
goods is far from satisfying the needs - often even the
mos?t elementary needs - of the population of most countries
of the world.

The rise in the production of natural raw materials
/ textile fibres, leather and hides/ and especially the
rapid growth in the development of chemical fibres and
use of synthetic leather create all the necessary condi-
tions for a great finsl development of industrial produc-
tion of 211 teitile, clothing and leather goods.

In spite of the favourable conditions offered by
the evolution of science and technology, however, the rise
in production and in the average consumption level is
progressing very slowly. At this pace it cannot offer any
serious perspective of improvement in satisfying the
growing needs of the working masses in the various parts
of the world.

In the developed capitalist countries the situation
in production has deteriorated considerably in nearly all
our industrial branches. In Western Europe and Jgapan the
last years were characterised by more or less expressive
"crises" felt especiazlly in the textile industry of certain
countries. Apart'from that the growing rates tend to di-
minish, The provisions made by empldyersvorganisations
for the years to come demonstrate that the textile market
in Eurcpe is not expected to increse its consumption --
of textile fibres by more than 3% till 1970 and in the
following 5 years 2% only will be the maximum.

The world redisision of industrizl producticn of
textile, clothing and leather goods went through certain
changes during the last years, especially in fespect to
the texthle industry. On the basis of the production of .
natural raw materiazals , this production has spread over
a number of countries in Africa, Latin America, the Middle-

East and South Eurcope. - In the capitaiist part of the world
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on the other hand production and traude of chemical fibres
and leather is completely controllesd by the large monopolies
and trusts in North fmerica, Burope and Japan,

The liberation struggle of the peoples against colo-
nial domination and its consequences, against imperialism
and for a real political,ieconomic =znd social independence
has opened the way towards the emancipation df the national
economies and their development on the basis of the factual
interest of the peples.

However, the intensification of the monopolist exploi-
tz2tion of ‘the raw material sources/: cotton, wool, other
fibres, hides and leather, etec./ , the deterioration of the
exchange terms, the changes in the raw'materials, the control
of the societies on international trade, have during the
last years contributed to aggravate the economic unbalance
and differences between the advanced capitalist.regions
and the under-developed countries.-

Under these conditions the development of production
in our industrial branches in the developing countries
shows profoundly different aspects from country to country,

- In 38IA production has increased strongly during the
last years / especially in India, Pakistan, the Hong-Kong
territory, Teiwan, South Borea etc./ ExPorts of textile
goodslas well as clothing and shoes are growing. During
the recent period: , however, strong crises and leying off
of workers was reported especially from Indiea,

—— - —— A = — e S~

tuations, galopping infntion and riding prices have led
toranew decrease ighfnternal consumbtion which had already
been vary low in many countries / which nevertheless are
emong the great world producers of textile raw materialsg,
hides and leather’/. The policy of submission practiced by
certzin governments in relation to foreign cazpital and the
actions taken by international industrial and commercial
trusts appear to be the essential faciors for the crises
in our industrial branches.



Te
Tn AFRICA one of the consequences of several peoples gaining
their independence which hes to be underlined is the impor-
tant development of the natural raw material- production as
well as the foundation or strengthening of national industries
in the textile, clothing and leather branches in nearly a1l

African countries.
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characterised by a more accentuated direet or indirect nehe-
tration of monopolist capital and large groupings 3fi cur.
industrial branches / mzinly: American, West-German, English,
French, Japanese etc./ especially in the textile and leather
industries.

Important changes have taken place-in international
trade. A certain number of developing countries, especially
in Asia, appear on the world market with a considerably de-
veloped potential. The trend to use a larger emount of raw
materials produced in many of the developing countries on
the spot. is progressing in Spitg obstacles following from
the consequences of former coloniel reports, of the policy
of imperialism and neo-colonizalism and the serious limitation
applied tc the free development of international trade.

Consequently the production development in some of
our branches of industry / especially textile and cotton/
hags slowed down even in the developing countries. In the
course of the last 10 years the pace of expansion here was
weaker than in the total manufactering sphere of those
countries.

As a result the goods produced by our industrial branches
during the last years have not participated in the glebal
expansion of international exchange. Nevertheless a rise can
be observed since the end of 1964, but as the employers'
circles themselves admit "it is mostly the highly industria-
lised countries which seem to have had the benefit of this
new start in exports',

The free development of international irade, the braking

down of existing barriers and nnequal relations are closely
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connected to the anti-imperiaslist and anti-monopolist
struggle.

...The .2im of supporting,emong other things, the expan~
sion ‘of economic and social relations among all countries
on the basis of mutual relations built up on équality

and.respect of national sovereignty, could form an iFpor-
tant mubjecc f reserch anad approacn for the trade unions -

--regardless nf their intérnatinel affiliation cr non-affi-
liation - and could help the development of employment
and the amelioration of the situation of the workers in

our industrial branches.

—~—=0 0.0 O ===—



DEVELOPMEAT AND PROGRESS IN PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY
AND TECHNILUES '
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The development in techniques and means of production
which lies at the basis of the deep changes in our industrial

branches has .gaincd in speed during recent': years.

The use of chemical fibres is progressing extremely
quickly. In 1965 world production has reached 2 million
tons of synthetic fibres / as zgainst 704 300 t in 1960/.
Constantly progressing is also the use of plastic materisls

and zrtificial leather.

The production of'non-woven materials” based especially
02 recent discoveriecgs*cf products possescing a number of
characteristics of woven paterials , i1s already gaining

Large markets.

In the textile industry the progress made with raw
materials and machines means a considerable reduction in
the numbver of operations and passages. Fully automised
cotton spinning mills are working especially in Japan, the
UyS,A. and Great Britain, A pneumatic spinning machine
without spindle vzas coastructed in Czechoslovakia for the
scme production phase. In carding 2 system eliminating the
tappet for beating up has been introduced. The feeding is
direct for this type. The new spinning and yarning machines

resch a speed of 20 000 rev./ min.
More and more automatic looms are being introduced.

The general trends of technical change tend towards
czutomation of certain mnachines, the integration of certain
transformation stages which so far had been separated ,
as well as towards an ever quicker rise in the production

pace.

In some countrics, especially European ohes, knitted
raterial is tending to replace woven one in the hosiery
branch. Using more and more synthetic fibres and eleastic
varns hosiery has a tendency of plying an increasingly im-
portant part in clothing. This fact is counnected with the
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changing fashion but t0o an even greater extent with the
higher productivity of knitting machines comp=red to looms.
Using the MALINO technology of the G .D.R. a single machine
can produce as much as 20 automatic looms.

Pléstic m=terials and artificial leather are sure to
introduce large changes into the production of shoes and
other industries using these row materizls. Synthetic lealhker
hae: many of the charzcteristics of naturcl one: 2nd apart
from that a ednstant thickness and uniformity which can
form the bzsis for the introduction of largely 2utomised
production systems. The tanneries could be a2ffected strongly

as a result of such changes.

In the clothing branch we c¢2n observe an increzse
in the use of non-woven tissues / especizlly for linings/,
of different types of knitted and elastic febrics and other
plastic materials =2nd synthetic hides. The situntion is
similar for the use of multl operation machines, In certain
Were 1ntrodu% )
branches machines for entirely automatic production of.certain

goods or for certain phesses of their manufacturing .

For the totzl of capitelist countries this accelerated
but unequal development of technologies and mezns of pro-
duction tends to increase the 0ld contrzsdictions and to
cre2te new ones., It 2zlso hes the trend &f sharpening compe-
tition on the world merket '6f. textile, clothing =2nd
lecather goods.

——==0 0 0 Q—=—==
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PRODUCTION AND CAPITAL CONCENTRATIONMONOPOLIST POLICY,
STRUCTURAL CHANGES
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Since the Second World War the .situation of our
‘industrial branches was characterised by more and more
outspoken structural changes. The concentration, centrali-
sation and integration of production and c=pital is pro-
gressing repidly on =2 navional and international level,
Among the fectors which have mostly contributed to speed
up these processes and the.differenciation in their forms

we would like to enumerate the following essential ones :

~ the technical and scientific revolution which has also
influenced the fundament=2) raw materials

— the policy of ecanomic integration and the accentual¥ion
of competition on verious levels

~ the peOplesr struggle for their liberation and the béﬁﬁ?up~
tvili of the colonial system.

The changes in the raw materials, their wider use
and the sherpening of comp:stition on a world letvel made
the monopolies in the chemical =2nd petro-cliemical industries
look for permanent markets they could control =and dominate
by means of increasing penertation especially into the
textile, clothinrg and hosiery industries which are the
largest consumers of artificial and synthetic fibres and
materiels.

The main conseguences could be felt in 2 maximum
impuls in the direction of the enterprise concentration
and production verticalisation » in important modifications
in the existing structures and in the positions of finan-
cigl power; in brosd interpenetrations between the chemical
monopolies , the trusts and cartells of our industrial
branches, distribution and high finance at a national and
internationzl level. These phenomena naturelly develop in

different ways according to the country concerned,
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On the other hand, the expansion of monopolies and
trusts Feed to the integration of capit=list markets and

the integrgtion of markets =zgain exercised a2 powerful
pressure on the expansion of production dimensions and

the Tnternatiola) cepit2l concentration. - This new type
of economic state interventionlgecoangmassive and syste-
matic, especially with public, semi-public and para-public
production financing. Contemporag¥ capitalism is tending
to-1ad6pf -more and more the form state monopolist capital.
On the whole these processes are far from reducing the
contradictions of capitalism, on theofontrary,they aggre—
vate them and contribute as a matter fact to the creation
of new and wider possibilities to tazke united actions

and wage trade union strugegles.

The struggle between the most powerful monopolies
and trusts for market domination and control is becoming
sharper and sharper., Heading this struggle are the Ameri-
can monopolies which are the most powerful ones in the
capitalist world and keep many ittle or medium developed
countries in dependence, force the penetration of their
capital and make efforts to wiéen their d-mination in all
capitalist countries.

In the basic sector of new fibres the American
monopolies control 25% of world production of chemical
fibres in general and 31 % of synthetic fibre production,

International concentration deepens in the course
of 2 merciless struggle pushing competition and antagonism
among the imperialist powers to an ever sharper degree
and underlining the lack of balance and the contradictions.
These appear openly in the Common Market and in European-
USA relations / fezilure of the "Kennedy Round"/. While =2
large part of the monopolist'groups seems to look for a
solution of this type of contradictions by accepting the
hegemony of the U.S.A., important menifestations of re-
sistence to this line can 2lso be observed. We have,
however,to remark, that the large monopolies try to over-
come their difficulties mainly by passing them on to the
shoulders 'of their workers.
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Other ‘contradictions arise within each country; they
emphasise the social, territorial and econpmic inter-branch
differences. The unequal develepment of the productive fcerces
and productivity, the new growth of internstional competition,
the acceleration of monopolist concentration processes
evoke periodical *restructurations'" , the most marked result
of which isg the clghilkp  of small a2nd medium enterprises,
which-in our professional. branches exist in & learge number.
Tresg ofactoivae force the workers: to face drematic problems,
they may be condemned to unemployment, declassment, possibly
even to change their living plaece or to emigreation.

Within the overall framéwork of the policy of the
monopolies and imperizlist a2nd neo-colonizalist policy, the
growing part played by the state in the capitalist system
is reflected 2lso in their policy 2dopted towerds the deve-
loping countries; especizl'ly through a'policy of so-cclled.
'aasistance® representing orde of the chracateristics of
neocolonialigm and one of its mein instruments for politi-
cel and economic dominztion. — This policy is approecﬁing
bankcrupcy rmore and more. -~ The amount of financial "aassis-
tance" has been diminishing cduring the last 5 years. Not a
single formation wrocess of new income has resulted from

it for the develc ing icountries.

Drawing the balanzce of the last ten yecars and compzring
the losses resulting for the developing countries from the
falling world market prices of cert=in basic products and
the increzsing bileteral ‘assistance” of the capitalist
countries it becomes evident th&t the entire "assistance”

/ éﬂcluding'lbans/ does not even cover half of the losses

in externsl income “vorn: by the developing countries,.

"Another important zspect of the monopolist policy as
well as the policy of imﬁerialist end neo-wolcnizl hegemony
2t world level is , apart from direct penetration of mono-
polies a2nd monopolist capital, the tendenby to set up or con-
solidzate in the'developing countries subordinated capitalist
formations / often allied to feudal forceslor the p=rasite
bourseoisie/ ‘which are directly interested in such a subor-
dinztion and submission z2nd c2n constitute a balwark
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dgainst the new trends and progress in the political,

economic and socizl fields introdpged by the masses of
labour and the social strata which no longer ready to live

in resignation 2nd misery.

Certzin countries have taken measures to nationalise
the property of foreign societies and trading firms / es-
pecially external trade/; to control the activities of
the trusts and financial groupings; they envissge the in-
acting of social reforms ; they create the basis for in-
dustrial development, etc, Many forces in the liberation
movement and in the trade unions define the zlternative
to the process of neo-colonialism 2s & "socialist" line of
"non-capitalist development" to"exclude the crises to
which an economic development built up on private capital
necessarily leads: that means the incoherence, the anarchy,
the ignorance of general intercsts... the general degrada-
tion in humzin relations, the oppression and social injus-
tice which 2re produced by a system based on private
profit."

The trend towards and the growth of the lack of beae-
lance among the various regions of the worla and inside
them forms an integrate part of the "logig" ." of capita-
list development., In the developed capitalist countries
new and old contradictions and economic and social tensions
are manifesting themselves, the economic situation of the
developing countries .ias a whole has worsened. Tue common
reasons for these disproportions and contradictions lie in
the mechaniam of monopolist capital development and in the
process of private accumulation forming its basis; it re-—
presents the centre of the class struggles in the capitalist
countries as well as the centre of the anti-imperialist
struggle in the developing countries.

The definition of 2 common fighting strategy against
imperialism and neo-colonialism, built up on . common action
against the activity and power of the monopolies and large
trusts, therefore constitutes the fundamental question of
the day for the total international itrade union movement,
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RESULTS , PROBLIMS FACING THE

. WORK ERS AND TRADE UNIOQONS

-~ The development of techﬁics, of the organisation of
work, the changes in production and structure have caused
important changes in the working and living conditions

of the workers of our industrizl branches.

~ In the field of employment we can observe a constant de-
crease in the jabour employed in nearly all the developed
capitalist countries, especially in the more importznt
textile branches but also in clothing and leather-industries

of various countries.

The industri=l cencentrztion and the pclizcy of the most
powerful monopvlies and trusts caused - in agreement and
with the assistance of the state - the closing and disappear-
ance of a considerable number of small and medium enter-
prises =2nd the dismisszl of many thousands of female =znd

mz2le workers. The course of capitzlist '"restructuration®

of these industries h=s been used by the learge employers

to rzduce staff, to increase productionand profit, to streng-
then their own power and control over an ever growing psrt

of the produvetion and merkets.

growing - Labour productivity has increzased consid erably.
Progress in-technology and meggps of production is to a
certain extent forming the basis of this "jump" forward in
productivity. But, especially for certain industrisl bran-
ches, the growth of productivity ismainly built up on

the application of 'retionzlisation' methods in production
/ egreater division in operations, speeding up machines,
system . ¢f lvstudies of working times and movements" , work
at a belt or similer equipment, production specialisation
ete./
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- ‘The employers try to increase productivity and profits '
constantly and tiherefore use all means to accelerate con-~
tinuosly the pace and rythm of work and to incre=se the
nomber of machines in éharge. The consequences ore conside-
rebly higher physical 2and psygho-nsesrvous fetigue which
often reach an untolerable level.

~ T These oper=tions requiring 2 meximum exploitation of
physical and psycho—-nervous enrsrgy also tend towards the
annuletion of the worker s personality, towards his iso-
lation and towerds breaking him ibetween the cog-wheels

of 2 so-c2lled modern labour organisation.

mecanisation, the intrcduction of automised machines have
resulted in iaportant changes in the structure of the
working cl=ss in our branches of industry. The number of
emnloyees 21d especially gradusted engineers and techni-.
cizns has & rising tendency. Certiin traditional tradss
are disappearing, others are newly created and require new
types of skill and qualificetion.

- Profitting from this situation the employers have per-
forued an enormous declassing operation within the mess

of workers especially in the higher industrigl ised countries,
This policy is directed particularly towards the working
women who,generally speaking,zare at the lowest level of

trade qualification. '

~ In most countries the employers tend to intensify their
attack against qualification and to minimi se .the professional
cepacity of the werkers. One of the most typical means used
consists in the substitution of classifications bsesed on
trade skill by systems of wages connected with the job and
built up essentially or exclusively oh non-professional
elements / load of work or-machines, physical fatigue,
factors of ambition etec./.
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~ Women and young workers — In most of our industries
viomen represent the large mapjority of labour employed and
in some branches there are nearly women only. Therefore
women s prihlems are essential in our professions. Mo a
large extent this is also true for young workers. The
employersv exploitation reaches its peak when directed
against women and young workers because of the systematic
epplication of ditcriminating methods, especially concerning
wages, thelevel of gqualification, training and prepa-
retion.for the trade.

- The constently growing part played by women 1in production
and mocaern society clashes more and more with the reactio-
nary policy of the employers and the incapability of capi-
telist society, even at its higher levels of economic and
industrial development, to solve the fundeamental prohlems
about the right to work and the existence of conditions
enabling women to benéfit, from it fully £ professional and
technical instructions and qualifications, individueal

and collective domestic equipment, nurseries and kinder-
g.rdens ete./.

and profits, thke average wage level and the purchasigig.power
in our industrial branches lies - for thedeveloped capita-
1i st countries — at the lowest level in mmparison with

the other sectors of the production industries of the va-
rious countries, On the pther hand the rising pric@sfonn-

a heey burden weighing down their living standérd . Apart
from problems.r3ating to trade qualification, it seems
possitle *to discover c=rtain essential lines in the policy
cf the employers concérning thequestion of wage contracting:

L]
!

- L
af mt to fix any / national or territorial/ minimum wages
by 2greement or to limit them 2t considerably lower
levels than the real average wages
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b/ to attemiit to consider the minimum wages established
in thecollective agreements as absolute meximums

cf/ to tend to prolong the dumtion period of collective
agreements and wage agreements as far as possible.

In several countries wages areé- dependifig ontughd . us by kil
index of consumers’ prices . = '+ and there the employers
are attacking *~ . violently, they try to eliminate thig systam,

to meke it logee 211 efficiency.

The services of the social insurance, the indirect wage
of the worker,2T¥< also often =zttacked, especially concer-
ning Health-Insurance amd 0ld AgePensions.

- Hyghne 2nd pofefifty of labour -~ The introduction of new
technologies a2nd methods of work hag contributed to 2 wider
use of chemicel products, which are often very detrimental
to theworker s health. The most severe case is the use of

benzol adhesives / or its derivates/ in the shoe indutry.

The grofhg speed of the machines, the larger number of
auntomeatic maciines, theresults of the application of
"rationel Eation" methods, the noise, the dust, the d=mpness
etc., often pose very serious problems of hygiene and safe-
ty of labour.

~ The tendency of the employers to introduce more and more
3hift work and night work contributes,especially in the
las case, to seriougﬁéndangering of the worker s health
Cpart from disturbinge prestly his family 1life.

Hecme work — In spite of modern development, an exploitetion
with signs of the past is still existing in msnx capitalist
countries. It is the industrial home work andthe relations
of sub-contracting the sole reason of existence of which is
the pernitted s&?%xploitation of the worke rs and their
families by the emplcyer who wants to dispose of many
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manoceuvring methods in the field of employment, especially
to be &le to resist to the demands z2nd struggles of the

mass of theworkers in certain industrial branches.

Emigraion - The accent layed on unequal developunent

and the i stance of integrated economic communities led

to a2 consiérable extension of thée phenomenon of emigra-
tion, New types of emigration inside a group of countries,
for instance, belonging to the Common M-rket, developed in
addition to the traditional emigration formsg. Such workers
are used as an instrument of pressure szgainst the workers
living in that country. This fact and the serious generzl
conditions given to these workers and their femilies give
rise tonew particularly sharp problems .

— In the recent period more violent attacks on the living
and working conditions of the workers could beobserved in
most capitalist countries. They not only puvt the victories
won and results achievd in former struggles in yuestion
but they are directed against =1l freedoms and rights of

the trade unions.

-~ The capitalists are trying to use the state s means and
increasingly importent economic z2ctions to carry through
their aims. Various 'stabilis=ation policies™ and "income
policis™ are used by the employers in our industrial bran-
ches to :

a/ to introduce a stop, if not freeze, on wages /workers
‘incomes"/ by attacking their purchasing power. In this way
they are creating conditione for new economic difficulties
/ limitation of internal merkets /.

b/ to contribute to =z reductionrn of the value of incomes by
reducing the part of the wage / direct,indirect or differen-
cizted/ in the costs / vcompeting prices for export..."/
c/ to increase the profit wmargins, especially for more im-
portant trusts in order to intensify the rate of self-
financing / and to favorise in this way 2lso the monopolist
production concentration/.
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In respect to the trade union the authoritative policy of the
employers hos got mainly the following pﬁrpose:

a/ to impose on the trade unions a " a programmation™ aimed at by
the monopolics, with all its implications and conseguences

b/ to"integrate” the trade union, to limit their real rights, r
their authonomy and their prerogatives

~ Simultancously the employ.rs reaffirm loudly that sssential
decisions on the running of enterprises and the power to be
ex:rcised will not be divicded up:

~ the policy and the authorative tendencies of the employers are
emphasiscecd all the more at the rate at which evidence is beconing
clear that monopoly capitalism is ncither capable to provide a
maximum development for the productive faces nor to satisfy the
Jjust social and democratic ncocds of the workers and that, thereforz,
the contradiction between thz acre and more sccial character of
producticn and the more and more private approprieticn cannot be
sclved by it;

- this process and these tendencies dcepnend on the =conomic and
political conditions and thercfore differ considerably in various
countrics, but it remains essential that there arec many evidently
common elements in the most important capitalist countries;

- the growing strength of the monopolics on a national and inter-
national level, their w»olicy of control over the state does not
only give the working class the task of increasing its force,
introducing m.re cohosion into the actions and demands to be able
to resist the attack of the employers and tc limit its consequences;
- the moncpolist great capital and hizh finance underline by their
policy and their action the contradiction between the developing
productive forcze and social progress. They clash with the

working class, with the strata that tend to ally with it, with

the démooratic forces and all the social layers which suffer;
directly or indirectly, from the offect of the kind of develop-

ment the monopoly capitel wants to impose.
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LABOUR STRUGGLILS? THEIR OBJECTIVES AND RESULTS

These rcalities of capitalism result in a growth of class
consciousnegs of the workers in our industries which is shown in
the development of their struggles against the employers! attacks
and Tor tiae satisfaction of thelr economic and social demands.,

Various Zorme of big strikes and struggles have taken place
in the past and are taking place now in many capitalist countries.
Among the most outstanding ones in our industries were struggles
waged in Trance, Italy, the German Federal Republic, Spain, Chile,
India,Uruguay,Japan etc.

The characteristic features of these struggles were :

~ their numerical growth and increased power ;

- their ever more united character i

~ they become harder due to the moré stuhborn resistance of the
employers and higher objectives at which the workers are aiming;

- in many cases the workers' struggles arc supported by different
scctions o the population 3

—~ Women and young workers who are so numerous in our industries,
are taking an ever more sctive part in the preparation and
the struggles themselves. They should thercforc be considerably
more promoted to higher trade union functions.

The more frequent end broader participation of clerical
employecs, tecnicians and foremen in the workers' struggles must

also be highlighted.

Whatever the forms of this struggle, according to countries
and regions, thcy often show that the vextile,clothing and leather
workers in the capitalist countries are defending common interests
and arc fighting for the satisfaction of similar demands.

The struggles have often resulted in successes which cannot
be ncglected and which made it possible to counter to a certain
degree the bad effects of the employcrs! policy and to hinder
this policy. '



The following were among the mogt important achievements
of the recent years : |

- higher wages ;
- longer péid holidays ;
- shortcer working hours ;
—~ & reduction of the gap between male rates and those paid
~to women and young workers ;
~ protection against tlie effects of full or partizal unemployment.

Tiic most important immediate economic and social dcecmands
arc common for the workers and their trade union organisations
in 2ll capitalist countries and all affiliations.

Despite their different wording, they are always alming at ¢

- pay increcasc and a guarantce of wagces;

- a rcduction of working hours without loss of pay

- protcection against unemployment and guarantees of cemployment

- frec negotiction of collective labour agreements covering all
conditions of work 2nd rcmuneration

- the abolishment of all kinds of discrimination in matters of
agc and sex in the conditions of recruitment, employment, wages
and qualifications ; -

-~ the defense 2and extension of trade union rights and frecdoms at
all levels, and particularly at enterprise level ;

— the introduction, defense ond ¢xtension of social security
and provident schemes covering all 1risks of accidents at worik,
sickness, notherhood, old age and unemployment.

These demerds arc a concrete basis for unity at national as
well as intcrnational level., Thus on this basis of interests
held in common by all workers the best initiatives should be sought
which would be capable to promote international unity of action.

There arce also differcnces resulting from the situation and

conditions prevailing in cach country.

In the countries reccently liberated from the colonial yoke,
in addition to their spceecifice demands the workers and trade unions
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arc fighting in alliance with the national forces
—~ for cconomic independence and the industrialisation of their
counvries, ‘ .

- for prcgress and democracy.

In certain Latin Merican countries, the aim of the struggle
of the workers and trade unions in our industrics are :

- agrarian rcform, processing of raw matcerials on the national
territory and democratic control of foreign-trade with these
raw meterials,

The workers are not able to clear their way towards progress
without attaciiing the economic and political domination of the monopo-
lies of great financial groupings, including their international roots,
to thus open the prospects for democratic development.

In face 0f the new strategy of the monopolies, thc worlers and
trade unions nust pay greater attention to problems of structurcs
and to the links between their imincdiate demands and those for an
adjustment of structure and of the economic policics.

The vorkers and trade unions, particularly in the Common
Market countries, are becoming increasingly aware of the fact tnat
it is ecssential to conduct the struggle for Dbroader cconomic demands
than the traditional ones to eliminatce the monopolies from the
cdministration of the State, to nationalize the key scetors of the
cconomy and foreign companies which are particularly important in
cconomy and sclentific research, to canforce a democratic control on
them as well as on other monopolies, trusts and more important lfinancial
groups as well as economic and social development plans, preparcd and
demosratically controlled in the intercsts of the workers and the
people.,

The class struggle for economic programmation can thus be put
into the context characterized by the desire of the workers for a
morc rapid progress in all fields, the strengthening of the anti-
monopolist strugglc, necessary and possible gains tending to
considcrably adjusting the prescent structures and to favour progress



towards ncw and greatcer conquusts, a greater democracy in the
political ,economic and social life.

The differcnces which exist in the various concrete situations
from onc country to another naturally influence the forms of
strugglc, their methods and programmes corresponding to cach
specific situation.
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. TRADE UNION ACTION IN THZ SOCIALIST COUNTRIES - A NEW

PAGE IN THE HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRsaDE UNION
MOV EME NT

The continuous and courageous peace policy of the socialist
conntries forms & decisive contribution to the struggle

of the workers of the world against = third world war,
cgainst imperielist aggression in small or large countries
with 2 socialist or othe order, for nationel liberation

and social progress. '

The trade unions of the socialist countries work for the
introduction of a new society whicih has zlready eliminated
capitalist exploitation and rasised humen dignitg.—-Under
these conditions trade mnion activity adopted an entirely
new contents, it extended to z2ll =2spects of the workers’
life and work. The trasde unions participate on zn equal
footing in the gomdluict: of stzte affairs, in working out
economic, social and cultur=l policics, in planning national
economy, in working out labour legislature, The laws of
the scislist state create most fivourable conditions for
the defense of the workers’ interests, for taking up the
initietive in z continuous amel%gtion of their well-being.

3 To*ﬁi production of raw materizls and manufzctured goods
of our industrial bramches is continuously progressing in
all socialist countries during the last years. The great
industrial concentration fzcilitates the application of
advanced production tschnologies. Intensive scientific

end technological research activity contributed to important
inventions , especially in the field of “hard fibres",
textile machines , leather, the technology of "non-woven"
wmaterial s and knitted fabrics. Thetrade unions support
actively thelargest possible utilisation of the new tecnics
and technologieg beceuse, contrary to czapitalism, these
processus are introduced in the interest of the workers,
tzking into consideration the most important factors such as:
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health, the improvement of material conditions, a2 reduction

in working hours, the rising standard of gqualification etc.

The number of workers in our trades has considerably grow
during -the last years. 1In the Soviet Union alone the

number of workers grew from 2.5 millions in 1962 to 3.440 002
in 1965,

Important successes were o2chieved in the economic, cultural
and social fields. The wage, living =2nd working conditions
hzve improved . Amcng the most significent nchiebmentsgs

for our industrial branches it seems necessary to underline
those concerning working women =nd mothers aind especially
the excellent extention of collective and social services
making o real applicaztion of the right to work , the con-
tinuity of employment end = professional carriere of
working women possible.

For the rational use of the new possibilities existing at
present in the socialist system at its given development .
level, 'important measures zre applied in a number of so-
cielist countries to improve the planning system, rise the
management of producticon , strengthen greatly theinterest

of the workers in an improvement in the generzl results

of labour in theenterprises. In this way the economic vt |
basis for the initiative of the masses, for their larger
participation in the production mansgement and in the
ulterior development of democratic f@ndations is consolidasd.

The part pl=ayed by collective ~2greements tends to grow farther

The technic=l revolution znd the cnormous means required:
by it drivetowards a rising economic, scientific and
technical co-operation among 211 socialist countries, re-
sulting 2l so in the necessity of closer co-operation among
the trede unions of the different countries , to pass their
experiences to each other in order to gain from e=zch othe
while keeping an eye on the perticuler chzracteristies of
each country,
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Trade union zetivity under conditions of sociclism is
2 new page in the history of the world trzde union move-
ment, The experiences of the trzde unions in the socislist
countries, their successes, their initistives in tlie
solution of the difficulties aznd in the e¢liminwtion of
short-comings ~ppezring Juring the building of 3 socizlist
zociety, cont=in great vslues for the whole interncztional
tr de union movement.
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PROSFECTS OF PROGRESS IN INTERNATIONAL UNITY OF ACTION

- T s TR e . e A= s S oy S T T i n A W T M i G Y G TR S s e e s e . T ST ame T e G W . e — — e a——

- Fpced with the solid attedk of capitalists the -workers
of 211 countries feel ever clearer the absolute need of
unity and solidarity in the enterprises, regions, in

the national field and on an intermational level.

~ The frequent exmmples of united struggles in enterprises
and regions as well as various countries show clearly
th:t thereal reason for division does not lie in the

ideological differences existing in the working cl zss.

- It is the policy of class collaboration which repre-
sents the main factor of division. The ideovlogiceal diffe-
rences are often used as a pretext to justify division,
mainly by those who want to impose class collaboration
on theworkers.

~ The common interests of the workers form the solid
basis for unity.

The wish for unity and unity itself expand to the extent
to which the workers become comsious of these common
interests.

Unity is created by penetrating intoc the living every-day
rezlity and by studyin g 211 the new phenomeno’. in the
struggleof theworking masses as the moving force. Discussion,
the preconditior of unity sterts =t the moment =t which we
gucceed to pass frowm our analysis to propusals znd initiatives
interesting the workers in our trzde in a certain g;bup of

countri es.

- A fevourable development towards contacts and closex re-
lations among all tr=de union organisations without excep~
tion is emerging in different trade organisations which
are not affiliested to our International Trade Union,

It is in =2greement with the request~thartithe demands for

2 better life, freedom 2nd peace be satisfied.
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~ The various initi: tiwes taken by our TUI 2nd its affilia-
ted orgenistions like

- Vorious internationsl mecstines

- Actions at the I.L.O.

- Furthering cont=cts and exchanges

- Efforts in propagstion and information
were more th=n in the pzst directed towards 2 fictual
trede bzsis and contributed to this developnent,

— The situation, however, requires l=arger and more continual
efforts on the one hand to determine better the cims we
want to reach a2nd on theother hand to workrétt the starting

points =«nd means.

.~ A1]1 tkunited initiatives should Lave the central aim of
.opposing thewnsclidated cctions of the monopolies by
coordinated struggles of the workers =nd trade unions in
our industrizl branches.

- The way to fﬁ%ggngéignéim leads over animprovemeht and :
extension of the contacts and relations between trade
unions at different levels - enterprises, trusts, industri=l
branches znd nationsl feder.%ions - on the basis of the
defense of interestz common to the wo rke rs of our industries

in the various countries.

. ’ ! T . : .
- The regional trede union activitiesamong orgenisations
affiliated to our TUL, with other TU affiliation and autono-

mous ones certa2inly 21lso help progress in this direction,

- The meeting of the textile, clothing and lecather federn-

q

tionsof France and Itely made = deeper study of the specific
problems of our industris in these two countries possible
and explehed '1so questions 2bout the other countries of

Europe, especially the BCN.

~ The initistives decided upon Hr the shoe industry could
become an introduction to =2 future growth of trade union
reletions in  BEurope.
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The activity of our trade sections should also be directed

towards this a2im., It should especially permit a better
knowledge of the real situations in the various countries
or regions 1in well determined fields.

- The activity of our TUI and of theorgenisations affiliated
to the trade orgsenisations of the I.L.0O. / Commissions

of industrial branches/ should be developed and improved.

It could &pport the creation of newféwourzble conditions

for thestrengthening of relations =Zmong trade union organi-
sations with different affiliation.

~-Ttheincreasingly important part tove pl=ayed by the working
cl=ss in the struggle 2gainst the attacks of the monbpolies
and imperialism, forpreserving peace, in support of the
movement of liberation and prugress of monkind, confers
grecter regponsibilities to our TUIL: apd. affilizted
organisations as well as to the entire international

trade union movement.

- Our TUI hes to contrisute to the preporation =nd success of
the great initiztiveg dewided bythe 6th World Trade Union

C ongress, but it certainly ~1so hss to decide about its

own initistives to be token in order to further inter-
n~tionzl dmity of =action on the level of our verious
professions.

Qur 3rd Conference will doubtlessly form a starting point
fornew efforts of this kind.
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