PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
GOVERNINENT OF IIMNDIA n2an

SHRT MISHRA'S LETTER TQSHRI GEORGE FERNANDES

New Delhi, Vaisakha 12, 1896
May 2, 1974

The following is the text of the Minister of Railwaye,

Shri Talit Narayan Michra's letter addressed to Shri George
Fernandés, sent Yeoterday:

"On 30th April evening, you will recairl,I had intervened
and participated in the third meeting of the Negotliating Uommiltee
get up by me undexr the Chairmanship of the Deputy Railwey lVinieter,
Mohd.Shafi Qureshi. The discussions we held proceeded in a very
cordial atmosephere and, at its conclurion, we decided on two
matters. Firetly, to meet again in the morning of 2nd May, 1974 -~
regret’ully, despite my earnest and sincere persuation, you would
not agree to resuming the sesgaion in the evening of 1t May on
the apparently unalierable plea of a prior engagement in Lucknow.
Secondly, we agreed thet repregentatives of your group would get
topethexr with the Member Staff (Railway Board), in the forenoon
of 1st May, to draw up thé minutes of the matteres on which
agreement. had been reached as well as to record the position taken
on the remaining issueg in the three meetings held till then.

24 Theee minutes of agreement were drawn up between the
Member (Staff) and the Union representatives, but it is with
profound regret, I learnt, that the representatives of the
AIRF of which you are the President, abeented themcelves
from the meeting this afternoon; an absence thet I can only

interpret as a clear indication of your digsocistion from the

e



significant agreements and understanding the Committee had

||

arrived at in ite three days of brotraeted deliberations.

3 What has caused me even greater distress is that,.

knowing fully well that another meeting was slated for the

2nd May, at the Precss Conference your grouv held in Rail Bhavan
after my meeting, you descrlbed the.deliberations til%,then

r I u
as a meanlngle g exercise" and declared that! "as of . now, the
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decisgion of a strlke :from May}B stands" A

L
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4. Ever isince ‘the talks sﬁarted on' 12th Aprll,|I had at
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i
every possible opportunity, maﬂe it clear to. you Thatgthe
Government was anxious for a négotlated settlement‘ more_°0

at a .time when_our country was:passing through a.’ very difficult
economic situatiaon. ¥ou Iully:reclprocated this.;Yet ‘when my
atteniion -waa.-dxawn -to- reporta-in -the -Pressy ?I*fhe AIRF'

intention to sexve a strike.notice on the, 23rd April we got~

‘4

togethexr and I made a specific requeet.to yqu to dgxer_this action

ag the Qureshi Committee, was then in gession,..To this your reply
was that the strike notlce wasg a mere techniqality end would not
in any way prejudice the negotlatlons. In splte oiithis assurance
of yours, I was pained to read!subeeguently’ aocoun%s of \youx .
public speeches in:Bombay: and.elsewoere whlch werq in language

and content obviously calculated 1o demage the veyy purpose of
the negotistions, : ‘

A1l thig leads me to but one concluslon' that you are not
51ncerely and earnestly interested 1n nagotiatlons towards a.,

. settlement which; serves the genuine interests oi;railwaymen._
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Lrese _tagor: g
7or favour ¢f publicegtion in the Press.
50

The Naus “jiltor,
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Ry Gdry

¢ yrans rogoet ¢ beiny forwrdes haravith {or
Favonr of putlicstich in your edteemod dally/weckiy/fortn’
ly/maniy/pevicdion).

Yours T8I4ATMIT g,

152\ eye 5the
Al eerncans 71 . ¥Forverded by Convency »f he mestinge.

Lurt .
A pudblie megiing held at the c21) of diffarent lez
tradte walons ef DMreugarh ares on 17~ 12=71 at Jendhi Fark,

Shiri Tilok Gogol of Zills Press Karmackari Sangha,
Pibrugerh ?resided cver the meating.’he mesting observed
Sue ninute's sllanza in aemory of late vetaran trnde union
leadur Bhri K,.G.Hose.

Shri Bimulendu Chakrabarty reprasanting Uli/NCC
and convenor of the meeting expinicai in ditsils the 9 pw
velint Astiends forsulated by 8 centrz)l traie unlons of Assa
ond Inid grsater siress on workirgeclosn unity ju he strugg
srainnt the antiewverring cleds police? of the Jovernment 4n
the narpe of wege-freeze,ropreuslon af milwaynonyi.ll,P&T
Ststa Tort.eciloyeons angd thre Yihku,ohri Henl Bhowmiek o} AI“D.
axplaining in dotalls the raeal cnusss ol Infiationgeonc ludsd
that the lovt.should t'urn bachk frow following she capitelist’
path of «rusomny so that general nasz nt the country can be zma
s27ed {r v the ingritable ruins of 22pitalisx.Chri Devashis
Chatieriny of UCBI/AILEA explained the evils of blac ke~money
wiile iibrl Ml Phattacharjea of 1,1.0.1, vorkers?! Union
expurirg e charector of black-mnwketenra dgmanded immedinte
gupply cf rice in fair-price sheps which had not been cupvlhd
for lat & wepiiz.Shri N,.C,Ghose 0 All Mssailm Thela Porters
Union 8120 cpoke I support of the depanis,

In his presldsntizl apuscn Shri Yidok Gogol urged
upon the vorkingeciuss unity to fight out tne onzlaughts
unlenshad Ly the raling c¢laz2s.Ths rasclutisns ware read out
to the audlience which weie wocopted unanlwously.

ihe meeting crsated a greast enthusissn £ ameng/ the
genersl mazs of the sreu.

President of theo neeting ot
17«74,



inig mablic maatine hald undar ths ausplcss >f 4iffarant
fiahtins drade Unions of thy arza of Jiuraparh (Viz, i)uibruﬁarh
Jlactricity Bunnly torkars' Unlon 2) UseBed B0 3)Ce0edodals
Q)U eisol s loU.,S) U oho/Nb'\ii‘\S.d') ‘-‘1.1 .1 esaine 7} Lad ov-o]--‘f:o.('l{ar'.
ynion’ Dvivedrarh iallors' Hnlon,9)ill fscean Thals-Porters’
Union,10) stakblivhasnt Vorkars'Union, il jidckehow Vhalak Dalnil
Mazdaor Union, 17) Falla Praes darmaciarl Sanghoe,ulbragaci
on Y7.1%.,74 at danihi vark exprmaas lts gravs coucarn at
praeant sltaatlan of Lha country aud takss Llia folluwing
rasainlisng 'maninously -

ity Thie ~o Line flLiy ~riiorsse Lhe 9 polint aneolg
anunclalad by slx irde Unlon denties of nee (viz.al UC, L TT0,
UIUC e, .0), ViB) §r cn-onaration 1.ita glhar voeorilnaling
hsdlae ol thy et :ire Tnelulinge (Adyse .napga donandsg aiyd as Lol

1) lamagicey witidraval oi Vliureitseze act nd moasikas.

$£1) frmmadiaty tuRina pocsgaaston of all tbha eineks, “ddian
arid opan af #andae avadns und ageanvial edanwiliises Jron
him loanitnddsrre, vialacoaliiars inet thar hyl'iag bin
stacke ant ity fodr atgtelintion dirnuagh a pablic
dfstribntisn systeam ruparviean oy Paopla'e conitions,

131) daks ovor of vinisenile traden of Jogdgraing and
comulaory proctrannnt a7 ol faisst v im gurning rom t
Lt Y dare andt of aeanblal o mmalidae $fyoa tindr
prodiuers ant arransineg helr aplicbia distriution at
¢emiroliad Yady ratee thesugh 2 2 .blle distributinn
syabam saprrigad by L2 proplate commitians,

v o Samonatigation o cursoncy-votes o0 bandrsd yupsas and
aboywva sod frasziag of book dynisle atove a cortaln 1imitg

V) Lwa orar o8 Bl dugintae and monnnoly MHisas bt
Talign ana Yorafan,

Vi) dgenienine at wti ¢loenat cactorias wwl unlta and full
abilleatlon oF Inelwlizd cupuciting,

¥11) 391 20 evreuption and siraanitatism ac aul Lyvale,
viti) Jdobs Jor all or un~anployminul t»iiaf,

1) dn awd of ail antlew,dilne clazg pollclos, capressive
mrasarig and laws and astaslishmant of Jodustrial
ralutioansg an dmoecratic baste,

Prasilant ol thy miating,.
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PRESS RELEQSE.

The Convention of the NCORS/E.Rly. including MTP/Cal. held at
the University Institute, Calcutta on date under the Presidentship> of
Comrade Bimal De, the Convener of the NCCRS/E.Rly. About 1000 delegates
from 47 Units of the N.C.C.R.S functining throughout the Eastern
Railway participated in the Convention,

Post-strike situation and the attitude of the administration in
reinstating the removed staff and other sort of victimisation like
keeping Railwaymen in Jail Custody still today on MISA & DIR, transfer,
premature retirement, Demotion, promotion to juniors violating the

seniority rules were the main subject which came out for the different
speakers participated in the dellberation,

Following programme was adopted to strengthen the organisations
of N,C.C.R.S. to get back the victimlsed staff and to force the Govt,
to start negotlation with NCCRS on the Charter of Demands :

(1) Postering for one week starting from 26_8-74 vindicating

. attrocities of the administration and demanding withdrawal
© ‘of all penal measures forthwith,

(2) Communication with public and the Railwaymen through leaflet

for one week from 2,9.74 explaining the stand of NCCRS .and
the attitude of the administiation,

(3) Mass squatting in all major stations of E,Rly. for 3 days
from 16.9.’74 tO 18-9.’74’.

(4) Demonstration before General Manager's 0ffice on 19,9,.,74
at 16/Hrs on the occasion of 'Sahid Divas',

Few other resolutions were also adopted supporting the demands of
the AIR INDIA and the NGO's Behhar and urging the Govt., »f Xmakx to
a settlement immediately. The other one condemning the Rallway
Minister's declaration in the Parliament on 20,3,74 disregarding the

statement of the President of India circulated through PTI and
Boradcasted through A1l India Radio,

The Convention also condemned the Govt,.'s decision to railse '
freight and fare except low-rated traffic which will adversely tell
upon the common people in this hard economic crisis when Government
falled to check the spirling increase of the prices of the commodities,

The Conyention also adopted a strong resolution condemning the recent
'Black Ordinance' of wage freeze and calls upon the Rallwaymen in

particular and working class in goneral to launch a united movement
against the onslaught on the working class and assures of any sacrifices
of the Rallwaymen which may be required to launch the movement,

(Bimal De) L//&
CONVENER /NCCRS(E ,R1¥y,
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