Excerpts from Mrs. Indira Gandhit's Reply Speoch on
No Confidence Moticn on J0th May 1974

Statoments cn Wage Rationalisationg

Ve ¥now that tho wage structure in the county is not
wnat 1t should be, We know that thero is a great deal of

injustice in this It is riddled with anomalies and contra-
dictions an., 1n thn olden days, there was a bias against
labeurer and worker. Wo havo 1~ne a great deal to correct this,

It deoes not ncuu that we have pot rid of this contradiction

or that we ue2ve cume to a satisfactory stage, T do realise
that it is ahsolutely necesszary to bring about some rationality,
But this is a tromendous task in a matter vhich cannot be done
overnight. DRecausc, it has to be dene without causing too much
dislocati-n, At the same time, the matter is under the earnest
consideraticsn o f the Government and T shall certainly welcome
any construclive sugpgestions which the Hon. Members from here
or anybody from coutside would like to gilvae.

Hosative statoments:

I do think that this (wage rationglisation) in one of
the most urgent nrohlems which we face. But, as I said, this
cannnt be scttled unlcess we stop, in the meantime, adding to the
wage bill. The roal difficulties are that we must do cut utmost
to try an’ solve thom, We have to keep in view the repercussions
to each actirn. 4&s I said already, wo have agreed to other
demands, Whether those demands were right or wreng, because wo-
have agreed toe something that has led to something else., Every-
body says that you have given to sc and soj why should you not
give that to wg? This is a c¢continuing process, We have come
to & stase, In fact, firstiy, we dc not have the wherewithal}
even if we nave ity I 4o not think that this would bhe a right
thing to do at this stuge of our development, which is extremely
afifEieal anc Collenlen . v oeeosassense

Today, we arce not considoering just what is to be
given to the Railways, We are c¢ nq11nring whether we go along
this road otf iving more an? more at a time when we have less
and less. This is tho question. It is not a question of just
the Railways. If wo have made a mistake before, that 1s no
reassn to continuo to make the mistake or not to acknowledge

lt...ll.........!..'..l

nd wo caunct oven say that 'Ro, wa agrec on
principle! because then it opens the docr to doing this for
many othar scctions. Ve have always nerctiated, we have
always spolzen, and in many cuses, we have given what was
asked,

Did that create an atmosphere of cooperation?
Did that cruate an atmesphere of preater production? seeeese
Not at all., It lc¢d to the noxt domand immediately.

. ® e P * ON "L O



fiz L CRIC. CCUVENTICN_
The Naticna. Conven-—
tion of Rly. Workers held
at pelhi on 27.2.74 under
the auspices of AIRF was
historic in many senses.

It was record gather-
ing in the history of Rly.
movement., Hundreds oi Rly.

rkers from all corner of
tne country assemblod ther%

25

Perhaps this w the
first occasicon when almost)
all rRly. Trade Unions ha-
ving different atffiliations
and all the leading categqol
rical Associations assem— |
Lled in one platform and
forged unity amongst them-
selves to fight for 1long |
outstanding demands. No.
villifications and adverse
criticism against edach
other were heard; instead,|
a sense of purpose and ?
determination prevailed
all along.

I
The deliberations of |
thy~ convention were also !
L' siness minded. A comnon !
charter of demands were !
formulated. National Co-
ordination Committee for
Rly.Mens Struggle was
formed with George Fernan
des as @mnraN® convenor tol
Yurnek launch struggle, if'
negotiations fail to reach|
any settlement by 10th of{
April 74,

We expect khix that
the unity and understanding

as achieved through this '
historic conventidon will be

preserved by every section
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GEORGE FARNANDES' SPEECH AT CALCUTTA

George Farnandes, President, All
India Rlymen's Federation and convenor,
National Co-ordination committee for Rly.
men' s struggle addressed several meetings
in and -aroun&-Calcutta in connection with
organising the ensuing struggle of the
Rly. Workers.

At the mammoth gathering of Rly.
Werkers at suhodh Mullick Sguare organised
by Lastern Roiiy.men's Union on 21.3.74
George Farnandes stressed the need of
unity amongst the Rly.Workers and said
that this time there hag been a fundamen-
tal change so far the struggle of Rlymen
is concerned. In the year of 19(g&68
Strike call was given ky AIRF alone. But
this time a National Co-ordination Commi-
ttee has been formed with the representa-
times of different Rly. Trade Unions
irresptive of the fact whether they are
affiliated to the AIRF or not along with
all the leading categorical Associations
to conduct the movemens. This change, he
warned the Govt to take . s 1 . note of
and urged them to concede the demands by
loth of April '74. Othexwise,the Rlymen
will be forced to go on strike,

=

He said that it was untenable a
position when a worker in the Modern India
Bakery,a Central Govt. Wndertaking,will
gate a minimum salary of Rs. 350/~ per
month whereas a Railway worker will be
asked to remain satisfied at a minimum
salary of Rs. 196/~ .

He further point out that the issue
was not the guantum of money that will be
regquired to meet the demands of Railway
men but the real issue was whether xkx=
these demands were Xagikms legitimate or
not. To our opignion, George said that
at best Rs. 300/- Crores would be necessary
to meet the salary of Rly.workers at par
with the same of other Central Govt.under-

of Rly. Warkers as we think
this is the main weapon of
our successin the ensuing
struggle.

takings like H.M.T, Hindusthan Aeronauties,
Hindusthan Steel etc, and Bormas to the

extent of one month's salary and this shou-
ld be provided when it ig told that National
ecopnomy will be in danger if Rly.nmen resort

~Jai Hind -
to % cease worke
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