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LD INDIA RalluaYuil's  FIDBRATION

128-1,, Babar loua

New Delhi - I

ELRF/1G0-B/ June 10, 1974

PRuoo ST, TS BT

The raiivay strike was unilateriily calleg off by tt.

q e Coan o o) s . Ly 4 .
Notional Coordindtion Comiid tiee Ifor Ruilwayments struggle

on May 17, 1974 and workers wers “oK:d e vcsamo duty on
May 98 a4t 6,00 Q.n. efo.  the gtrlle fiad beﬁ;r‘x Cd.lle.d 01,
there wer:s public statene ROE IS by.the Presicent, the o
Prime Minister and the R y Minister that there woulag be
no victiriisation of rail
mons' dqomands would conr
caileq off. .
- ¢ '

s . \

" Fiftaon days( ‘tor ﬂfl?ling of{ of the strike, 1t is
poeoming eledr thd  the .._/rnment has no intontion of
honouring ite publ, | ammitiment. The wrkers 9re etill

:"“\47_}’10‘ arrested. Th Joands of thouwe frrasted @ re not belug
rolesca. A1 thoge who partdcipitnd in the eftrlke hdvae hecn
alveon nr beedk Ln servico.  Over 90,000 w0 rkmen have boen
ramoved tnd dismissed from service. a0y there is no 8lgn
c}f\ any t'1ks so far, : ’

;'13 goon 28 the strike Mg baeen
v
)

(%]
The Government w Lch 1£ola the riillwymen ti® t thoe Thirvd
Pry Commisgion's pscomuend  tions wers tho last word as far Qs
railwayren's wages ete. are concernco, has now announcad
40 L2 €0 per cent increasa In th- molumuntg of the srhad
Fovees porsonuel over 'ng ahove tho mcor ndgrtiong of th.
g Py Comlogion,  Coming In the ke of the railwly suriko
in which smy7 was aged Agdinst the riluldywoen, tln wage
increnhan for the Anaynen looks uminoug,

The Working Tonual ttzoe of the AJL ROE, mooating in Dolhi
June 8 andg 9 considered the post-gtriln situntion,
froe all raflwdys woe of the viow that there coula by no o

Mowmbore

The Lel.R.Fe hg doelgud. t L7

| vl al 1t noc et atop: L
A counter the Rullway Miclstry's noctsive cna L e S e, L
o towirds thi railvaymon,® & spocial Convenvioh-

e T ba held

n
29

Y el }601!"‘-1 unions, The ALIRE will nai:

*tto provide every necousary fssistuance 5o thogso | |

Jito svnrve the workers into sulrission,

L
in July to bg follovwed by oimilar conv
ORI dhuL ey
spcvvices h2ve been tomninatod, If oh Guverny
that wis

Vie: Yra bricfing ~11 insomatiaal
“na post-strike sltuction, mg roduesthag them ¢ IO ; SR AR TE
aovsernmant »f naia Q.Lm;chy “hg throui Che gowe, @ente ol
respective countrics to Adopt civilis:a worme of wohaviour in
detling with th: piiluny workers, We ‘ne '1so logging o forecl
I ~ b . og. . E N . . : £ 2 s O
conpliint wit tha Intyrnotional Lohorr Organisdtion on th..
suppression of tride union rights in D2dio in the conturt
the vitilw bty

2
N 8 F Bl
otril ka,

v working conud thee has 1 so pwposed - meeting »f 3

a1l
coangril orginisitions ng natlondl federasions of 19boue L U
t2 guelde the virkors' rosponue Lo bhe Govormmenfa BnEicl b
policys. © _
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Gram' RA TLWAYM LG PHONIS: 40047

NATTUNAL CO-ORDINATLTON CORLTIL WS TOR BATL AYMRI'e 5 0RUG
Convenor: : 125-L, Babar Roa
George Fernandes New Dellii,

Lated Junc 7, 1O
PRESS RELLASEH

The Action Committec of the ational Co-ordina-
tlon Committee forRallw. en's Struggle met in New Delhi

this afternoon, and rev # *he sttuation on the
Railwayss

According to ‘nformation recelved by
the Action Commi+teea 000 perminent workmen
have been remove¢ or .+ 1 from service for
participating ir e : - 3¢ Hearly 75,000 casual and

substitute workr ha ., J0C been re~ep10yed. About

104000 workers a. still languishing in prisons all

over the country, «nd arrecsts of rellwaymen are continuing
on all zonal railways.

Almost 15,004,000 worlmen who participated in
the strike have beon ghven a break-in-service and
treated ag new recrults,.

The Committee condamed the vindlctive
attlitude of the Government towards the rallwayaen
and dananded that the Government fulfil 1ts publio
pledge that there will be no victimisation of railwaymen
for parxvicipating In the strilke,

The Committee warned the Goverrment that there
will be no normalcy on the Railweys unlcgs the Goverament
first restorcd normalcy by withdrawving 2all penal action.

The Action Committee has ziven a call to
rajlwaymen all over the country to cbserve June 18 e Anvl -
Victimlsation Daye, Meectings, dwaionstrat’ons,
dharnas and other forms of protest will be ranlsed
on a massive scale on that day., ielp and & “onad Tan
®f other secetions of the working pconle wilh
sought on the occasion.

A full meeting of the Notionml Co-or
Committec for Railwaymen's Strugglce hirs been
June 25 in New Delhie The mecting will take
the developments during and since the strike a
on the future coursc of actione

The Action Committcec hos Laken note 01 he magnil-
ficent morale of the rallwaymo anu the fighting spirit
displayed by tham all over the country. IT has urged che
NCCRS units on all the Railweays to teke steps Lo provide
necessary legal and monetoary help to the workers,

"f. ~ f %\4(
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Gram: RA TLWAYMT PIONIS s 40947
NATTUVAL CO-OLDINATTON COMMTLLEL 1T0R RAIL AYMEITE o1iUGGLL

Convenor: : 126-L, Babar Road,
George Fernandes Hew Delhd.

Doted Junc 7, 1974
PRESS RELLASE

The Action Comm?ttec of the Hattonel Co~ordina-
tion Committee forhal 1w, mts Struggle melb in New Delhi

his afternoon, and rev e sltuation on the
Railwayse
According to sJormation recelved by
the Action Commit*t.ee, D00 perminent workmen
have been rempoye Or * from service for
participating Iin e ¢ Nearly 75,000 casual and

subgtitute workr hat .. . been re-eplOyed. Apout

10,000 workers a. still lane,uishing in prisons all

over the country, .nd arrects of reilwaymen are continuing
on all zonal rallways.

Almost 15,00, 000 workmen who particinated in
the strike have been gtven a break-in-service and
treated as new reccruits. ¥

The Committcew condammed the vindictive
attitude of the Government towards the railwaymen
and dananded that the Government fulfil its publie
pledge that there will be no victimisation of ratllwaymen
for participating In the scrike,

The Committee warned the Government that there
will be no normalcy on the Rallways unlcss the Governmont
first restored normalcy by withdrawin; all penal actiona
* The Action Committee has given a call to
railvaymen all over the country to observe June 18 e hntl--
Victimisation Daye Meectings, demonstrati ns, :
dharnas and other forms nf plOuOSt will be ¢ anised k
en a massive scale on that day. Help and co '

Qf other scetlons of the working pcovle will
sought on the occasion,

§
A full meeting of the Nationnl Co-ord
Comanittee for RﬂilwaymOn s Struggle hos bem |
June 25 1in New Delhi, The mecting will take s
the developments during and since the gtrilkce arp
on the future coursc of action, o

_ The Action Committcc hos taken note of e magni-
ficent morale of the roilwoymon ana the {lghting spirit
displayed by tham all over Lho countny. Tl has urged Jhe
NCCRS units on all the Railways to take steps to provide
neccssary legal and monetary help vo the workcers,
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/Said

S QL A 3T, WARDY ~ 16/17 Vithalbhat Patel Hous e,
Central Office Rafi Marg, New Delhi

New Delhi

May 20,1974

For Favour_of Publication

The Sociliist Party hne given a call to all Party
unitd to organise juaccefvl cheraos and dharnas
befere Collectors!' an¢ SD¥S' nifficcs on May 24, 25,
and 26, in protest apainst the Govérnmen t's continued
terror tactics apninst roilwaymen and their families
and its refusal even to negotiate the demands of the
railwaynmen,

A circular issued tcday in this behalf by Party
Gene ral Secretary Mr. Surendra Mob wn, explains that the
dharnas and gheracs which would "mclude defiance of
prohibitory orders will be orgdaris ed to intensify the people's
stir against the anti-working class policies of the
governmenty ‘.o o ..u,

Par ty units hove also been directed to help set up
citizensd commic tces for collection of foodgrains and other
essential commoditics for the striking raillwaymen.

The circular says that the partv should strive to
dovetail, corlte or synechrrulise its activities with .
those of othe r parties and trade unions supporting the railway-
raon's s truggpgles.,

Releasing t. party's decis ion to the press,
My, Surendra Mohan said hc alse fclt that a meeting of
left and radical partins to discuss the Government's
bl atant attack on civil liberties, the principle of
collective bargaining and rights of trade unions was now
overdue:- He/» that effor s were be ing made to convene
it--to formulate aneffe ;iively militant programme to
teach the Govecrnpnont A lesscon

<,
—~ Nv{/\/\(}'\ ~NATN '\) (2/\[\/\,\

8urondra Mohan

General Secretary

Y
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NATIONAL CCOUDINATION COMMITTEE FOR RAJLWAYMTN'S STRUGCLRE

125E, Babar Road,
New Delhi
May 19,1974

Pross Release -

Reports recelved by the NCCRS headquartaers during

the past 24 hours give complete 1lie to the claims of

the railway authorities that sergices are returning

to nomalcy. On the contrary, workers who were taken to

work at the bayonct point have once again come out at Delhi,

Mughal Sarai, Kharagpuvr, Igatpuri, Sabarmati, AJmer
and other key centres,

The railways have totally failed to maintain

even the movement of foodgrains, coal and petroleum which
they have been straining to do.

We have receilved tclegram from several industrial
units from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, Gujarat, Punjab
and Haryana that they have to lay off thousands of workers

because of lack of coal, lubricating oll and other raw
materials,

Dock workors! union leadcers have soent us mossages
that work in all major and minor ports of India is at a
standstill because of the railway strike, This is costing

the country daily several crores of rupees in foreign
exchange,

Power houses in Haryana, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh

arc on the verge of closurce and several ccement units have
already shut down.

A spokesman of the NCCRS said that local action committees
of the NCCRS have sent innumerablo telegrams stating that the
strike in thelr areas is complete despite all govcrmment
efforts at repression. Workers morale 1is high and they are
fighting with the firm conviction that they will win this
struggle, Divisional mechanical engineers, Assistant
Mechanlcal Enginecrs and other senlor officials are themselves
driving the trains and their relations have becn to work
at booth windows and paid huge amoun of money for what is
tormed as out of pocket exponses.

The NCCRS spokesman warned the trafelling public not to
travel in trains tha¢ arc being operated by lnexperienced
and untrained poersonnel., He saild that the many derailments
reported in the press were due to the fact that gangmen
and keymen who daily maintain the railway lines were on
strike. The track in many places isa in a bad shape, and there
will be many more derailments in the coming days wilth the
gangmen stayine away from work,

2e Mr, P,K, Barya and Mr. H.S. Chaudhary, Secrctary General
and Asstt, Socrchary Genernl, respectively ¢f the All India
Loco Running Staff pssociation have addressed an appeal from
Tihar Jail to all Loco Hunning Staff to intensify their
strurglo and not to be misled by the propaganda of the agents
of tho Rallway Board who have been trying to sabotage the

struggle from the beginnine, /éilzzzy¢%é2f;éijgé



National Coordingtion Committeo for Railwaymon's Jtrugploe

° 125E Babar Roadg
New Delhl
May 19, 1974

Press Releasc

The Action Committce salutes the brave raillwaymen
who are vallantly carrying on their struggle for the last
12 days apainst heavy odds. Women and Children of rallwaymen
arc also showing great heroism in facing the repression
lot Jooso by tho Governmont. Wo woelcome the efforts of the
various polltical partios in Parliament who met theo
Prime Minister yesterday to find out a solution to the
present deadlock. They have orpressed thelir full
support for our struggle. We also welcome the afforts

made by the leaders of Central Trade Union Organisation in
this respect,

After giving full cons’deration to the various
developments and assessing the situation, the Action
Committee has come to the conclusion that the Rallwaymen
should remain firm and continue their struggle and defeat
all attempts of government to crush our great movement,

A determined Struggle 15 bound to bI‘eak the adanlarlcy

of the government, The s Srike shall thersefore continue
in full vigour.

We urge upon the Rnilwaymecn, workers and peoplc to
support tho solidarity action and join in mass programmos
of anti-~Ropressiorn Day of 21st May.

e s

e \40 23
WL | 2el4\0Y

ror fwetion Committoo



16/17 Vithalbhal Patel Hcuse,

Rafi Marg, New Declhi
May 19, 1974

Press Relcasea

Shri S.M. gosh_,-5hri ¥, Remamurthy, Shri Dattopant
Thengadi, M.P,, Shri S.M. Banerji, M,P.,, Shri Madhu Limaye, MP.,

and Shri Madhu Dandavate, M.P. have issued the following
statement: -

"The Government and the Railway administration in
their attempt to crush the railway striko and force
the railwaymen into submission aroe resorting to briytal
repregsion in total disrogard of all laws and human
canons of civilized behaviour,

"The permanent 1railway employeces arce dismissced
by officers below the rank of appointing authoritics,
There are indiscriminate and unwarranted threats odf
cviction and in meny cascs the railway employees arc
fercibly thrown out of their quarterse. The omployces arrested
in connection with the strike arc put in jail custody
along with criminals and they are denied facilities of. proper
food and interviews with family members.

"The women folk kx,. from the families of arrested
employees arc harnsced and mercilessly beaten,

"Wwe condemn this  pgipn ~f. terror and demand
that government rusi gut an end to this repression,
We warn the governmeat shat itneir terror tacties will not help
the smooth runnine of -ho roilways,- the 1ife 1ine of the natlon,
without which the occromy of the country cannot be

sustained, The responsibility of such consequencos will
fall squarcly on the shoulders of the Government,

"We exhort the workers. who face the threat of
evictions and dismissals to seck vacation of
these unjust orders fiwrxiirzgritets through the courts
an?d also resist these acte of injustice peacefully
but in a determined manncr,

"Wo appeal to the people 1n general and democratically

minded lawyers in particular to hnolp the railway employees
in their horoic struzrle ageinst injustice and repression®,

/-,)\ﬂ\ar
/—'-'\
0ffleo Secrotary



Nationgl Coordination Committee for Rallwaymen!' s Struggle

. 125K Babar Road,

New Delhi
May 18,1974

Press Release

According to the information received by telephone
telegrams and spcecial couriers, the situation on various
railways has further deterisrated, contrary to
the Government!s oft-repeated claims that it has
begn improving, & message from the Eastem Railway
Unions,y received through Mr, Bishtu Roychaudhgry,
says that the morale of the workers is high and that
strike situation is excellent., The Eastern Railwaymen

are certain that they will have no difficulty in continuing
the strike.

Telcphonic messages from Jaipur, Bikaner,
and Jodhpur report that the entire rail system in
Rajasthan including Horthem and Western railway
is paralysed. No work 1is being donc in places like
Churu, Bikancor, Jalpur, Hanumangarh, Ganga Nagar, Jodhpur
and Kota. Prof, Kecdarnath Sharma, MLA who tourcd these

places has strongly refutced the government claim of
situation returning to normalcy,.

Telegrams from Gorakhpur and Katihar has sent
the report that the NR Railway strike situation

is satiéfactory., Reports from Bareilly and Mallani
confirm this message,

Similar reports have come regarding the working
of the NF railway wher? all loco sheds are paralysed,

Reports from Ahmedabad, Ratlam and RaJkot claim
that 90 to 95 per cent railway workers are still
on strike and has been resisting the atrocities committeéd
by the authorities on railway workers in the colonies,

Similar reports have come from Central and South
Contral Rallway wharc tho strike situntion 1s escollent.
This is so despite the fact that all workers of all

the rallway unions in thesc zones have been put
under arrest,

Southern and S.E. Railway systems are more or
less paralysed with BhoQjo and Bhojudi stations of
S«E. Rallways which are the feeding points for
Steecl Plants are entirely piﬁal sed. There is
complete stoppage of work Agra , Chakradarpur,
Howrah and Kharagpur.

In Eastern Raillway Howrah, Sealdah, Asansol,

and the Danapur divisions as well as Moghul sarai
yard are completely paralysed,

Southern and Soubli- =+ Central including
Vijayawada, Hubli, and other divisions are completely
paralysed

All workshops In all zonal rallways as well as
the three production units at Chittaranjan, Varanasi
and Perambur and complébtely closed,

Roprassive monsures are continuing including eviction
and removal from service in huge numbers in thousands,

Not only that the cmployeecs have boen compelled to sign a

statement whon thoey 2o to collect their wage for the last
: ,

mesnth thov workad o

p= . 77



®pposition Leadors Mect
Primc Ministor

'

May 18,1974

Subject: Mcmorandum to the Prime Minister
regording the scttlement of railway strike

Doar Prime Minister,

Wwe the following leaders of the Opposition parties
in the Parlisment submit the following suggestions in
connection with the Strike of Railwaymens

1. We request that the Government should not adopt
a rirzid attitudo and arrive at an honourahle
sgttlemunt with tho reprosentatives of roilwaymen.

2, With this emd in vicew the railwaymen's
dispute shruld be immediately brourht to tho
hepotlating tablo and talks should bo resumed
with the aAction Cyommittec of the Natisnal

Coordination Comml%tee %or Rallwaument's

strugitlo,

3, Somc¢ of vs have been witnesses to unwarranted
cruclitics arninst railway employees,
including harrassment of womenj thronts of
gviction, muss ~rrests and victjmisgtign.

We demand that immediate steps Should be

taken to ent! this repression,

4, Wec fecl that if these steps arc taken promptly,
atmc sphere condueive to breaking the present
deadlock in roilways can bo created,

with reyards,
Yours sincerely,

sd/=- S.N. Mishra (Cong=0)
Bhupesh Gupta )
Hiren Mukherji) CPI
Jyotirmaya Bosa)
Samar Mukherji ) CPI(M)
Tridip chaudhary (RSP)
Era Chezhiyan (DMK)
Digvijay Narain Singh(Cong~0)
Jagannath Rao Joshi (JS)
Rabi Ray (88P)
Madhu Dandavate LSP)

(Thes¢ Opposition leadcers were present during ?iscussions
with the following Ministers)

1¢ Smt, Indira Ganchi (Prime Minister)

2. shri Jaypjivan dan

3, Sshri Fakhruddiin p1i shmed

4. S. Swaran Sinsh

5« 8hrl Uma Shankar Dikshit

6. Shri L.Ne. Micshra

Te 1eKo Gujral ll\ e AlaLloo. . [..-J\'
8. Shri Om Mchta T =

Tho discussions on striko situatisnn fank wlaan 8 &L



Prcss Release

May 17,1974

Meeting of the Opposit ion Party leaders

lhe fellowing membe rs wore prescenti-

1« Shri Shyamlal Yadov \DKD) 2. Ghrl Tridip Chaudhary (RSP)
3, Shri De.Be. Thongadi (¥.5.) 4. Shri S.N, Mishra (Cong—O)
5 Shri Jagannathrac Jcshi(Jdb) 6. Shri Samar Mukhe rji(CPI-M)
7. Shri Erz Chezhiyan (DMK) 8, Shri Madhu Dandavate (SP)
9. Shri Samar Guha (SP) 10. Shr i Raj Narain (SSP)

11, Shri Dig Vijay Narain Singh (Cong~0)

12. Shri T.K. Srinivasan (DVMK)

The mec tin, of the Cpposition parties in YParliament
held on May 16, ad decided that the leaders of the

Cpporition partics shoevld See the Frime Minister on

May 17, to discuss wi th her the railway strike situation.

Cn the bos iz of this dccisin the FYrime Minister's
office was informed imrediately about the desire of the

»
Opyposit icn leaders to see the Frime Minister on May 17,

However leders ¢f the CUpposit ion were informed this
afternovn th t there wes ng jpossitbtility of a meeting with
the Trime Minister on Mmylﬂ7 and mo indi cation zkaxdxsuszk x

could be given ~bout such-a meeting even on May 18,

The meeling exjpreseed its unhapplness about this
develcpment and folt th:at this never had happened in the
past and would not hely in strung%%g%ing the democr atic
no rms . They;?%gkiculurly unhappry even in such a grave
crisis the nccessary ~tmesphoere conducive to the solution

was not being created,.

{/\/\ [ rr,&:vtﬂ_)_{::_"g\,f L«—*EC
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Central Tr:de Union Organisations! Meeting

Yor Favour of Publiccticn

v

]
A mee ting of Centr-l Trade Union CUrganisations
was held here tcday to discuss the situaticn with regards

to the Railway sirike and has adcpted the following
resclutions :

1 Antli-reyressicn Day cn 21st May

This meeting of the Centradl Trnde Union organisations
warmly ncngratulates the working cluss of the wheole country
who have megnificently responded to their czll for all
India strike on 15th of this month in sc¢lidarity with
and in suppert of the railwayworkersson strike,

The Cen tral crgaunissticns are proud to point out
that this is the {firs t Al Incia Strike action that has
taken place in the his tory of the country and was co
successful despite the detvermined efforts made by the
Government, the ruling party and its front organisations
to prevent the workers from joining the sclidarity action.
That their efforts miscrably failed is a measure cf the
total igolation of the Government from the entire working
class in regard to its repressive policy and terror taeties

towards the rnilway workers with a view to crushing thelr
strike.,

The meeting endcrses the stand taken by the Action
Conmi ttee of the NCCRS that negctiaticns must be resumed
without any prcconditions.

The mee ting calls upPon the Government to draw the
preper lessons for this massive working class action of
15th May and urges upcn it to resumpe negotiations wit hocut
conditions, eéven at +this late hour.

The moet ing warns the government that 1its strong
arm tacties will not pay it in tho long run,

The meetling directs all its affiliantes to continuously
joint demons trotions of worlers condemming the repression
and terror let locse onr the workers in the colonies through
unirecedented massive :rrests, forcing the workers to give
up s trikes on point of bayonet, depriwving thew of their
raticns, and it c=lls up-.n thew to fraternise with railway
wecrkers in all poszible ways.

This meeting ursges upcn all its affiliates and other
trade unions tc¢ jointly orianise mm 21st of this menth
as anti-repression day and hold massive rallies in Delhi,
and other metrorolitah cities and important centres to
mobhilise public ovinion %~ m»revent government's rerression
il be sumpel 14 e havae nercctinted set tlemant,

IThe xmxating
2. Appeal to leaders on Hunger s trike
This meeting is agxicus about the hunger strike unde rtaken
by mefqbers of the Action Committee and
cbther leaders «f fhe 5 ivikinge Vorke rs in various jails
in pretecst agqainst the i1ll-tlreaotment metoed out to

and harrassment ¢f rapilway workers and their families,
particularly in the cclinies, While the meeting is



2

able to appreciate the spirit behind the hunger sirike,
it would arppeal to them te give up the hunger s trike

25 211 centr:l trade unioens have now resclved once again
to mobilise public oriniecn z¢gn2inst such harassment.

The meoting was attended byx representatives
of the AITUC, CITU, HM5, HM¥F, UTUC, UTUC(Lenin Sarani),
Bharatiya Mazdcor Sangh.ardx

Comrade F, Reomacurthy, Geniral Secretery of the 0

CITU was in the Chair. Mr. D. Thengadi of the BMS,

YysD. Sharma, and.  T.N.Sidhanth of the AITUC,
Tridip Kuma r Chaudhzry, MY of the UTUC, Frdttish Chanda

of the UTUC(Lenin Sarani), Ghanhsm Sinha, CcI1U,

Mr. V.¥., Singh cf HMI and Brij Mohan Toofan of HMS.

attended the me<ting. Others present were Sushil Bhat tacharya,
UTUG, Bhagvan Singh, UTUC and Om Frakash Singh of

BM5.

oy Gt

Friya Gupta
For acticn Committee
NCGEKS



NiTIONAL COCRDINATION COMMITTEL FOR KAILWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

125EF Babnr Foad, New Delhi
May 16,1974

Frecs Relcuse

The strike of Indien railweymen enters the 9th day.
lhe Governmwent continues to remain adamant and there are
as yet no visible signs about resumption of negotiations
inspite of repecated demands made by the Action Commit tee.
It appears in the newspajpcers that the President of India
has discussed with tle Yrime Minister and Some of her
Cabine t coclleagues about the strike situation and has advised
the Government to adopt a flexible approach and start
negotiation without any precondition. The Action Committes
welcomeS this 2nld hopet that ihie wiser counsels will prevail
over the Gove mment and there¢ shall be an early resumpt ion
of negotiations.,

The workers of India have demonstrated their sympathy ang
solidarity by observing an A1l India industrial strike on 15tk
May. This strike has been a grand success, Practically all the
indus trial establishmen ts,scrvices and works remained closed
on this day andg the life of incustrial India came to a s tandst
28 a mark of protest againcs t the Government's anti-labour
policy, This strike furthecr develcered inte a bundh in some
importan t cities, on accocunt of the spontaneous coobperation
cf the people who made a eommon cause with the workers,

After this unique and unprecedented National indus trial
action, the Railw ymen's &trupgplo enters into a now phaso,
The Action Committee has called teday a meeting of leaders
of Central Labour Organisations with a view to discuss
further course of action in support of the struggle.

This will be followed by a neeting with the leaders of
various political parties in Parliament.

In the meantime the Action Committee expresses its
regrets to Indian people for the great inconvenience that is
peing caused to them on account of the indefinite prolongati

of the railway s trike, We hope that the people will appreciat
that by refusing to congider cur offer for negotiations the
Government has left us with no other opticn but to continue
our countrywide strikec.

The Government is trying to run some trains by ths
help of Yerritorial Army, military pcrconnel, trainees,
retired personnel etc. They arc alsoc trying to push some
strikers back into the work at the point of baycnet or by otl
rerresoive measures, Theae np thods will not be able to
bring any norumalcy to railway working.

To the railwaymen, cur appeal i€ that they should
continue with unflinching courage their heroic battle agains
Government's brutal repression. They have got mQ other
way than to continue their valiant s truggle with greater
determination and courage due to callous and recalcitrant
attitude of the Governmnent,

Gl
LS 7 e
Priyas Gugkh

for Action Committes



Camp: Tihar Jail

May 16,1974 /
}ﬁ'rm: D Rele nna

IThe railway work®rs and others detained in Tihar
Jail Friscn in ccnnection with the railway strike met this
morning and expressed their anxiety and concern over the
hunger strike of Com: Gecrge TFernandes in prison, which
hns entercd its fourth diys The hunger strike it is
unders tgod is agrinst th repression 1let loogs by the government
on the railwsaymen and their families to mxxkzikax break
the strike . The pgovernnent hos thrown away all the democratic
norwms and adopted fascist measures, Hunger strike can only
bring moral préssure on the governm=nt byt we feel that
the government is not amenable te such moral pressures
whin it has decided tc act in o fascist way. The railway
workers nnd their family mewmbers are nct alone in facing
the repression and brutality and the entire working
class heve come  tc their support by staging cne day general
strike ¢n 15th May, Mony pvclitical leade rs and mass
organisations have expressed their support to the

ralilwaymen's struggle and eondemned the repressive pelicy
of the gcvernment,

In view of the sclidarity expressed by the entire
working class and demccratic masses of the ccuntry to the
railwaymen's struggle, we are sure that the mounting
pressure of thc working class and democratic mascses will

force the government tc return to the path of sanity and
reason.

In these¢ circums tances we appeal to Corrade George
Fernundes to end his hunger s trike as we have full fai th
in the united struggle cf the working class and
democra tic masses which gkw -~lonc can gixx force the
governwent +{tc give up itz represcive pelicy and c@Be to a

just settlemnt with the railway wcrkerse.

16-5-74

1e Sd/- Srikrishna
2 M.P. Datia
3. Hazara Singh
4. Daya shankar
5. Te j Ram Dogre
6 B.D. Jorchi

on behslf of the 346 detainees in Tihar jail



N.C.C.R.S. C/o Tihar Hail
e w Delhi

May 16, 1974
Press Release

Mr. George Fcrnandes, convener of the NCCRS has
issusd the follcwing st2temen, from the Tihar Jail .

~

My thanks and greetinps tc 2ll those workers
and the ir organisations who huve gsiven such =
magnif icent reswvonce tou the ¢111 for a day's
Strike all over the country on 15th May 1in support
of the railwaywmen's s truggle,

From 211 indic ations it appears that the
government has not yet le rnt 1ts lessons and
is still hoping to sucpprees the railwaymen's struggle.

For the working eclesscs and toiling masses there is
now no alternative but tc fight brck the government's
brutzl onslaught against the working ¢l ass movement.,

I would 2ppenl to nll trnde unions, youth and
student organis #ticns, kisan and women's bodies
and 211 cother demccratic crganisaticns in the o untry
Y- dintensify their survorting actions thrcugh a

s5erieg cf demnstrations, pickettings, and other
forms of effective ¢nd militant protes ts all over
the country till the roilwaymen's dispute is set tled

£ty —

Gecrge Fernandes

For Acticn Committee

2. Acccrding te the resport received from Jjail

by the c¢ffice cf the NCCRS, a medical examina ticn

of the four hunger striking lead-»s in the Tihar

Jdail, conducted at 10 a.me toda. nas shown that they

have lost abeout 4 kg weight. These comrades

are sSatisfied with their 2ction but have been

expressing great dis tress on the continued terrorism

that the governmeni is Tperpetrating against the

strikers and their families. However they feel

that their hunger s trike action undsrtaken against

tho fascist methods of the Gevernment shnll focws

effectively the public opinicn against the government's

terrcr tactics,

Gver » hundred prisoncmm in the Tihar jail have

deeclared thot unless the sbterrcris = of Lhe governmnt came to an end
they will als o be compelled to launch an indefinite hunger s trike.

. /Ei¥”2§w1)2z444/41
Priy=z Gupt a

fcr Act ion Committee



NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITIRE FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

1245 Dabar Road,
New Delhi
May 15,1974

PPBss Releaso

The . sction Committee groet heartily the working class and
demoeratic people of India for the unioue demonstration

of solidarity and sacriflice that thoy have done today bﬁ
obsorving successfully nation-wideo ono doy gonerdl strikae,.

This opens a2 golden pago in Indian trade union historye
The brotherhood of Indian working class has boeen demonstrated
today in an unmistakable manncr.,

On this great day, takine inspiraticon from this
golldarity of Indian werkcers, let tho raillwaymen rededicate
themselves to continue to fight {or thc cause of
workers! unity and thedir strugegle against all anti-labour
policics and repressive mearures, This gigantic struggle
will go on till any honourshle scttloment is achieved,

We are conficdent th-t the solidarity shown today
by the working class of India wlll prove tc be a source
of proat cncourapoment nmidst the sufforines which are
imposol on rallwaymen by tho callous government,

frogir 2

for Action Committee

Members of the jgction Committes: of the NCCRS

1« Comrade Georgc Fernancges

2e & J«P. Choubey

Se " Priya Gupta

4, " Samar Mukherji

5e e Narsimha Chakrav~rthy
64 i K.P. Ramaswamy

o ol N.5. Bhangoo 3
8. " Ge3« (okhalce

9, f M.M. Phatak

10. it H.S. Chaudhuri

11. " 5.K. Dhar

U2k n smt, Parvathi Krishnan

13, n Srikrishna



National Coordination Committee for Railwgymen's Struggle

125E Babar Road, New Delhil
May 15, 1974

For Favour of Publication

The legal ald committee of tho National
Coordination Committae for Rallwaymen's struggle
sald that the kzzxkx acticn of 1l1legal throat
of oviction of quartors of railwaymen 1s in
contravention of the only applicable law il.e.
public premisos (unaunthorised) eviction act
of 1971. No other authority except as provided
under the Act could ask the railwaymen or his
family members, to vacate the premises after serving

showcause and holding inquiry as provided, The

Ect cannot act in fascist me thod.

NCCRS

About ten thousand persons rallied and kkm
a mammoth gathering wag addressed by 8ocialist Party

gader Shri i, Chand -8ethi Mombor National
éoghitteo of ﬁﬁs’ Sﬁri ﬁaj Kumar vohra, CPI leader

i CPI(M) leader and workers of
zﬁgg; Eiifgmaiga,all on)strike. All shops were
closed till 1 p.m. the 4000 Trallwaymen( 3000
in Locoshed and 1000 in yard) at Saharanpur are
still on strike an! the whole of Saharanpur 1is
paralysed. -

North East Froniie
Telephone Exchony
Workshops at Bon

r Railway still wholly paralysed

e.taken over by military including
falzacn, Dibrugarh and Pandu, _

North Fastern Railway oxcept Lucknow all ~ther

placos 1iko Izntnnwnr, Barellly, Samastipur, Gorakhpur

- all paralysed - {ncludineg theo w
Izatnaear and Samastiput, » Ul orkshops at Gorakhpur

Bastorn railway incinadi
: Ailw: nciucing workshegps at m
and Lillooah SOmplctely paralysed JanalpuzsKemehrapara

South castern railway -~ pFowr: _
paralysod. tilway Fowrah to Kharagpur completely

Central and Western Rallway - Bombay completely paralysed,

: 4 1 ﬂ"fii]_Way completel
) ara
all places in Southern r i1 [ Yy p lysed so is

From Chaibasa by a telegram it is reported that

on 13th May 74 fecrle were arrested a
. n1 were not
glven food and drinking water for over 36 hourg.



Mr, Priya Gupta on bchalf of the NCCRS and
General Sccretary of the All Tndia Railwaymen's
Federation, welcomed the advice given by the
Prosident to the Frime Minister and said that
the President has fulfilled his oexpectations

a8 a foundor leador of the railwaymont's movement.
He exprassed the hope that the Prime Minister
will follow the Presidcntts adviso,

Mr. Priya Gupta alsc exprossed gratitudle to
the leaders of the Opposition parties for
having called on the Prosident and .569kKing
his intervention.



WATTONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR RATLWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

125K Babar Road

New Delhi
May 14,1974

Bor Faygur of Pghligqgign

The heroic strike of Railwaymen enters 7th day,
the strike continues in an indefatiguable manner. The
repression 13 on the iIncrease and still greater is the
doteormination ol the rullwaymen to carry on the struggle
as long as it is necessary to do so.

Today two members of the Action Committee Mrs, Parvathi
Krishnan, MP and Shri Srikrishna have been arrested .
Tho 4sction Committoc strongly®m condemms these arrests
as 1ll-advised gnd provoecativa,

The question of withdrawal of the struggle as a

pre-condition for negotiatiuns 1s out of question. The
ball 1is now in the court of Government anad it is for the
Prime Minister to decide whether to continue the present
confrontation or resumc negotiations with the Action
Committec with a view to find out the solution from the
present dcadlock,

On the 15th May, thae entire working class of India
is observing an A1l India Strike. This unique and
unprecedented gesture of solidarity and sacrifilce opens
a golden page in Indian trade union history, This is a
rare trlbute to Rallwaymen'!s nmovement. If this does not
bring the government of India to the senses then one
will have to conclude that the government has lost all senses,

There are some reports in the press regarding
the differcence of opinien ‘n the modality of necgotiations,
The jction Committee has alrecady made its position cl€a¥
that the negotiation should be with the full committee and not
a part of it. The Comuittec stands united as one body
and necither the prison walls nor any difference of
politicians can broak this solid unity.

The Railwayment s struggle has now come to a stage
when we feel a cy1l can be made to legal and moedical
profescion for extending theilr gencrous hand of help
to railwaymen being detalned under false charges, evicted
from their lawful dwelling place or subjected to summary
trigls and for those who arc beaten by brutal attack of police-
men and even military personnel. The Action Committee

hopes that these prefessions will not be wanting in extending
their support,

We once again appeal to the rallwaymen to maintain
their high morale and unity and appeal tc the
people to exert their pressure on the government to
resume negotiations and remove the presond deadlock,

forepi S I

I'or Action Gommittec



16/17 Vithalbhai Patel House,
hari Marg, New Delhi
May 13,1974

For Favour of publication

Six women public workers including Mrs. Bibha Ghosh
Goswamy MoP., Mrs, Chrmpa Limaye, Mrs. Pramila Dandavate,
Mreo Lella Fornandes y Prcefse Mres Monon and Miocs Manju Mathur
visited Kigshoanganj railway coeolony yesterday evening and
were told of an 1incident of molestution of a woman,

Mrs, Lalita Davi, wife of a pecn, by policemen,

Commenting on this incident in a statemen t issued
here today, they expresced shock that even in the reign
of a woman Frime Minister, such bestial behaviour was’
ccun tenanced by the Governme nt.

They slsc learnt thrt Mr. Parumeswaran, General
Men zger of Northern Hailwiy hed threatened the stiriking
empleycen of fereiblo evicticns from their quarters. The
authorities hnd slso wartied the employees that their
reticns shall be withheld.

Aecoerding to the roport of the wemon's dolegation,
the SHO of Sarai KRcehilla Folice Staticn has been intipida ting

and harass ing the ruSiden ts of the colony, disturbing
Lhe ir sleep mnd interfering in their daily lives, Use of
public latrines is zlto barred to the residents, they said.
b

The statement added, "The railwaymen in the colony are
bein;s denied 1erronanl difPnity, resgsypwcet for the honour of
their women and physical sccuri ty. In fact, they are
be ing subjected to the worst kind of intimidation, even at
the cost of human decency. Such brutal actions cf the
Government t» suppress the legitimate strugcgle of
railwaymen mutt bec strou;ly condewmned, and we trust that =zll
democratic people and particularly women's crganisations
wili zgesort themselves agane t the governwent's repressive
meazsures',

[ .
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Ghri N.,d. Gor.y, M.P, has ifssued the fullowing
telegrams to the Chief Minister of Kerala and
Chief Minister of Tomiilnadu to es tablish liaison
be tween striking ~le aders and the Government to

help resumption of negotiations:

CENTRAL GOVERMLNT ADAMALT ABOUT POLICY OE‘SUPPRESSING
RAILWAY STRIKE S5TCY ACYION COMMITTEE OFFER TO RESUME
NLGOYTIAT IONS wWITHCUT INSIL1ING ON RELEASE OF LEADERS
HAS LLICL D NO RESI(NSE &10F MLMBER OF PARLIAMENT
NOT ALLOWED TO MLE" FERNANDES IN JalIlL STOP REIGHK OF
TEKRCR LE1T LCOSE ON E1RIKERS STOP REWUBST YOU &ND
KERALA/TAMILNADU CHILF MINISTER TO KEACH DELHI AND
EST/ABLISH LIALSON RLTWHLIN GOVEKRNMENT AND STRIKE LEADERS
WHEETHER 11 Jall, Ok GULLGIDL YO HELP RESUMETLON OF
NEGOTIATICGNS

Ha.C. GORAY



kcecording to informa tion received from Saharuanpur
the Locoshod which wor parbly working till yesterday has
bzin completely closed and all its thresa thousand employees
are on strile .

o g

About one thorvsand ewjloyscs working in the Yard
have alvo L o on strike. The carriapgee workere too have
comée cut, to make the strike cowmplete,

This trend of mor2 and more workers joining the
Strike contr-dicts the Government claim of greatar
attendance. Similar rodorts have come from Jaipur,
Bareilly and ahmed-bad.

2. Kishunganj col my workerge heave been told to

quit their houses with'n two hours, by 3 p.m. or they
will be evicted forcibly.

Mr., T.l.Lekhi, Jdvccate hos filed a writ in the
High Court today againstt the cevietion orde re

B George Fernandes case have been adjcurned
till 20th.
4. Opposition @nd *ndependent Members of Parliament

have been refused permisgion to sec George Fernandes
in Jail by th¢ Home ltiinis ter.
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CoeT.M 0T, 14 vithnlbhhal Patal Honae
(belhi State) Rafi Marg, New Delhi

May 11,1974

IFor Favour of Publicatio

Delhi Trado Unions Meet -

A meeting of the representatives of Delhi State
Committoons of varions Contral Trade union organisations
and a number of Indopondent trade union fodoerations
was held to consider ways and mecans to implemont the
apveal of thc Central Tradc Union Federation to launch
solidarity action in supnort of the striking railwaymen,
The orgenisations participating in the meoting woro:
CITU, AITUC, UTUC, UTUC(Lenin Sarani), BMS, HMS, H?P, Delhi
State Bank Employees Federation, Delhi State Bank workers
Orsanisntlorn, A1l India Buildine Workers Union, Joint
Action Committce Taxi & Sceooters, and Dolhl News
Employees Fodcerationy and All India Insurance Employees
Assocliation,

While unanimously ondorsing the call ‘issucd by the
Central Trade Unions, the meoting decided to stage
a rceneral strikec of all industrial workers, commorcial
employees, transport sorvices, ctc, on 15-5-74 1in support
of Rallwayicnts strike., Tho meeting condemned the
ropression let loose by the government on the peacoful
strike and calls upon by the organised T.U, movoement in the
Capiltal Ccity to organiso massive demonstrations, mectings
etc.against flagrant vilolation of fundamemtal Trade Unilon
riyhts of the working pcople. Tho meeting demancded that the
govoarnment should farthwith relcase the arrcsted
r-j1way workers and lendens #¥x¥ and sottle tho patently
Just and legitimate demands of tho railwaymen b¥
negotiation with the Coordination Committece of the
Railway workers,

This mccting appealod all the Union which are not
present In tho meoting to demonstrate their solidarity
with the working class by participating in the Gencral
strike on 15th May 1974,

This mceting also appealed tho democratic people
to suporort workers causo,

Qv‘ﬂ‘\
Ghanshyam Saran Sinha
Genceral Secrotary
C.I.TOIJ.



Socialist Party 16/17 Vithalbhai Patel House
Centyr: 1L Office Rafi Marg, New Delhi

Mﬁy 12, 1974

For Favour of Publicuatdon

Shri Madhu Limazaye, S.M. Banerji and Madhu Dandavate,
Members of the Lok Sabha and Mrs, Champa Limuaye have
issuzd the following statement

" We vicited the Kishanganj railway colony yesterday
and fcund that the treaggr méted out to the railway employces
in this colony by the Delhi Armed ¥Police and the railway
authori ties was reminictcent of the facist regimes in Germany
and Italy.

"The resiacnts of this coclony have received evic tion
notices und thoey hiave becen threntened thot theldr water and
0lectricity supply will be discontinued.

"when about 200 housewives and c hilren from tle
Kishmegnnj railway colony demonstrated on 10th May near Sarai
Rohila railway line, the Delhi Armed Police resorted to heavy
lathi echarge in which Smt. Sarla Rani, wife of a railway

union leadcr was seriously injured on her head and Smt,.
Jogendra Kaur was badly beaten on her back. Kumari
Jusodsara Pachurum o ten yoar girl also received @ ferious

injury. Smt. Kulwant Baur was arrgeted. ;

o . ! f
"After lathichurge the Dalhi Armed Police chased thae

demonstrators and made indiscriminate arrests in the colony.

Even persons not connecte:d with the Railwiuys havo been arrested.

"We warn the governmqpt that the railway employees
will not be cowed d.wn by ‘this repression but'theig
determination tc carry on the struggle will be further
steeled and they will continue tc fight tiYl they
achicve victory".

(‘\\\V

Office Secretary



NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTER FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUCGLE

25 Babar Road, New Delhi

May 11,1974

For Favour of Publicatlion

The indefinite strike of rajlwaymen has entered
the fourth dab. The Action Committgg

of the NCCiS hails the heroic struggle which the
railwaymen arce ccentinuing with great determina tions

The reports received by the Action Committee from
varicus parts cf the country show that mad with the
unprecedented success of the strike, the governmental
machinery haes intemsified thelr repressive measures,
against the wemen felks of railwaymen who are being
harassed and torturcd. Lathi charge on women folk was
rescrted to in various places. Railwaymen and their
families are bein: cvicted from their SXEEREEN

allctted quartcers from railway colonies with the help of
police and CiP. Tndiscriminate arrests are continuing,

The Action Committec strongly condemns these ropressive
moasures which bavo surpassod All previous records.
The Action Committoe calls uvupon the railwaymen to continue
the strike with greater unity and detormination till a
Just demanitx settlement is reached on their demands,

The sction Committee discussod today a letter
reccived from lcader~ of varicus BOpnosition partios
in Parliament who had met the Prime Minister yosterday
to discuse the situati n arising out of the ratlway s trike,

The suzzection mde by the loaders of Qpnosition
parties in their meeting with the Prime Minister
tnat all the arrewted lcadoeors and railwaymen be
reloeased and negotiations be resumed at the point they
were broken off is in line with the thinking of tho
Action committce.

The leaders have also informed us that from the
rovornment side the proposal made for a golutien of the
prosont deadelock Ls that there shculd bo a simul taneous
iwplancentation of thoe fellowing threc-point formulas

i) Release of the arrested leaders of the NCCRS;
il) Resumption of negotiationsy and
1ii) withdrawal of the strike

The Acticn Committee after considering this three-point
formula has reached at the following cenclusions:

1« T hc three-point formula is unworkable and honce
unaceap tables

Ne  The Action Committec wants tc make it clear that

in the present position the withdrawal of strike
is »ut of quoﬁtinns

3¢ At the same time, tho Action Committece is in favour
of 2 nceotiated settiloment of the dispute and is
proeparoed te participate in any nerotiations if thoro
s any offer for the same frgm\tho Government,

P fl il

= Y -0

(DRriva 'rta )
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HATIONAL COURDINATLOH COMnmITIHm FOR Railie AYHON's STRUGGLS

125-F Babar Road,
Noew Delhi - 1

Fat. o, UCCRa/1474 May 11, 1974,

FOR_F.WUUR OF PUTLIC.LILCH

The Hational Coeoprdinetlon Committee for
Railwaymen's ftruggle hes foma-g Lagdl .did Comnitiee
to give legal aAgelstance t©o tha arrested railway unlon
leagers ang thelr family mombers. The Natlonal Coordli-

ndtion Gopmlttee haas appointeu the following lawyers:-

b iire, K.he Luthra
2e Mr. U.P, Malviya
. Mr., santok Singh
4, lire Ramanang Wath
e lir. Shamlal Caur

6. Mr. J.5. GRrkle

[ J
7. Mr, aushil Khanna
~
The llows dditor,
2w _Dolhl

m*



NAT TONAS, COORDINATION COMMITIEE FOR RATLWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

1258 Babar Road,
New Delhi

May 11,1974

] wra
For Pavour ol Publicaticns The following statement/lssued
by kr., George Fernandes from Tihar Jallt-

"on the fourth day of the strike, I congrgtulate
the railwaymen for succsssfully foiling all attempts by the
Railway BSecard to sow dissensions in their ranks. The
railwvaymen should domeonstrate before AIR against the
false and tendentious news and features put out by the
government's publicity media. I have no doubt whatsoever
that the railweymen will win their struggle. I thank
all trade unions and others who have given the railwaymon
such magnilicent support, The government 1s pursuing
a sulcidal coursc, and T hope it will not take 1t much
nore tim€ te gec the realities on the railways and take the
necessary steps to mr:t the legitimate demands of the workars,
é few traincs run by the BSF and Territorial Army cannot

break railwaymen' s dctermination te win their demands.

GEORGE FELRNANDRS ‘'

- Q*-Mj - el

For Action Committes



16,17 Vithalbhal Patelilouse
Rafi Marg, New Delhi
May 10,1974
Eor Favour of Publigation

The Student PFederation of India, All India

Student Federation and A1l India Samajwadi Yuvjan
Sabha pgreets the historic strike launchoed by the
rallway workers. PBraving the brutal reprossion
unleashed by the govornment, - i1khs of rallwaymen
have Dbepgan this historic striggle to achieve

their just uemands. The Central Govoerrment has
resorted to the most treacherous and vicilous methods
to suppress the strugglz., Beginning with the cowardly
arrest of the Railway leaders during negotiaticn
thousands of railway and trade union activists have
been rounded up under MISA and DIR. Thousands of

BSF and CRP have been deployed in railway stations,
Loco sheds and residential colonies to terrorise

the rai'way men and their families. Defying such
terror tactics tho railwaymen have moved into

action vnitedly.

The strike of the rallwaymen 1c crucial
for the working class and the democratic movemont.

We appeal to all gtudents o rally in SU%DOPt of
the railwaymen and fight all attompt" d.srup tion

by the Govemmont, tho ruling party and 1its
organisatic.s,

Our oreganisations pledge total support to the
railwaymen and send our warm greetings to the NCCRS.

We denand from the Geoverament immediate release
of the ralilway work rs, withdrawal of thc CRP and BSF
from ra11Way gsttabhlishments a1 accelds to the just
and genuine demands of railway workers.-

RELEASE ALL ARRESTED ACTTIVISTS Lt

WITHDRAW BSF & CRP FROM RAILWAY ESTABLISHMENTSU1
LONG LIVE THE RATILWAY WORKERS' STRUGGLE (!

5YSy SFI and AISF calls upon all students

and youth to render concrete support to gloricus
strugpglo of the rallway woraders,

%49 Q;_hﬁf*tkbAJhn OL;uﬁbé—s%fﬁuxﬁuu4
R ATL.S F, (s.\v-3)
S
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NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

125-8E, Babar Rqad,
New Delhi
May 10,1974

FFor Favour of Publication

The indefinite countrywide strike of Railwaymen
continues to he complete on the third day despilte
the Government!'s brutal and repressive mesasures
on strikers and 1ts attempt to folst charges of violence
and sabotage to malign their peaceful and disciplined

struggle. 4t some places attempts are macde to compel
Railwaymen to join duties at the point of bayonet and ¥¥X&¥
threat of evicting them from their quarters. The

Railwaymen have frustrated these attempts with commendable
courage,

A large section of Central Governmsnt employees
have gone on indefinite strike from tocday in sympathy
and solidarity with Rallwaymeon. The Cominictes greets
this gesture of solidarity. It also appreciates the
the gesture of the 4IR Staff artists Union, which has
condemned the ATR management for making thew broadcast a
'package of 1iles! from the Radio regarding the gtrike,

The Action Committee condemns the strong-arm tactics
of the Government., It also expresses its grave concern
for the treatment given to Railwaymen and others in Jail
that has made many of_ them to resort to hunger strike,
The Committee appeals to Railwaymen that thsy should
continue in a peacef 1 and determined manner their historic
strike and glve no Ilmportance to the rumours circulated

through AIR of some. formula for settlements. The hLction
Committee has not received any proposal from any

quarters so far.

Action Committee highly apw»Feclates the messages

of solidarity received from Interngtional Trade Union
or“anisations such as TUI(WFTU) and ITF(ICFTU).

P Zdla

Priya Cupta
for Action Committee



COTC OF MEBSSANTS FROM WFTU AND ICFTU  and japan

Jak:

Trade Tni~ns ITrnitemnaticnal of

Transport Workers (WFTU) Frague, May 6, 1974
Arother George Femandes

Progldont,

AIRT, 125 B Babar Road, New Dolihl

Dosr Prother,

Thanlk: you very much {or your cable which reached

me Fridny lart, Immedistcely afterwe discusced the matter
i cur Jocret- rint ﬁn” rrShlvoﬂ to send o toiegramme to

the Prime Winister/ o copy is cnclosaed herowith for

your rosdy rcfn;crcb/, as well as to issuc a press

declaration inviting our affiliated un? friendly organisations
to oxtond their suppert and solidarity te their class

brother in casc of gencral strike of Tndimm Rollwaymens

Vilsh you cvery succass In the struc:lce and cwalt to
howr from y .
Yyenrgs fratermialls,
S /-
Dabivam- 1 Congwld
Gunoral Sceretary

Proess Agelaration

Following the fzilure in nerotiations between the
Azilway Miristry an? the Nnti nal Coor Fnatisn Commlttoc
for Railwaymen! s ﬂtru""] /"‘W,lsoﬂ o the reilway
trade unicns of the AITIC-WETIYy ATRF-TICTTU and othor
contral wnd avtonomous r¢1lw~' trade wi:iong/ reloting
te. the osctilzs=ant of the vari-sng i oo en? JOC*Lanal

) - -

dosinds of railwaymen o/n prrtici’ar rwviclonn &F wages
unwards folliowing an drosion in real earvings dus te
enoTmons increa-ze in price s, 2 necl-based rinimumn WaFG,

woioe parity with tho <ther public ceoctor unlertalidngs,

B-honr working-day, decasualisation »of 211 cammal
:1‘1\n1/nVW1, ‘Jt\, y two mijlion Iniiun railwoymen

have given a strike notice from May €,

The TUT censiders the rallwayments. denmnds as just
ad reuscnavle. It demands an immediato sobtlement of
tho dispute by conceding thoe rollwaymoent' e denands, an oend
to repressions an® an Jimnodiate releacsc of the arrested
]fwdﬂ?h. A <Eihe Cuutéinlng these d omands waz sent to
the Prime Minister of India.

\ymen

Shiculd the ponceral strike of Indi-n Rallwe
' S i 117 the

matarislis sy tne TUI secrod !
affitinte? 7 frindly-ormanisations to cstend their
active supnort an? solilarity toe thelr Indisn btrothers,.
Inelulin: proterts t> the Pripe Mintat o of Inﬂ,: N
mnssurtes of selitarity to the r-dlwey unicr s invelved in
tho Jdiapotce.

D o me

Prime Ministere Covernment 1 Tudla l.ew Delhi
MUH”EKC

O HETALF 15 MILT TONYWOLRLD OVER  uree ipeon yon

Ly coneato - '.i!', e Aemands wo o cona lor juelt e

ro:sonable te sty ronroselive measures wnd releusse

211 arrosted leuiars,

qoerotarint, Trode Onions ITW



COrY OF TBLTCGLRAM

TOKYO

Rallwaymen
Now Delhi

SHOCKED AT MAGS AadrEST LTRF LBADIERS STOP O LENLLF
270000 KOKURO IIMLTS SUNCERELY AXTAND OUn SUPT?ORT
AND BOLIDARITY WITH YOUR ACTIONS ' STCP WITH DESP INDIGNATION
WS CABLED PROTEST LGAINST INDILAN GOVERATMEIT STOR WA

aL50 SUBMIT oUux PROTEST TO INDIAN MMUASSADOL IN TOKYO

&
MURLKMI  PLESIDENT KOKUTETSURCSO TOKYO - . o Ly



NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

1256 Babar Road,

New Delhi, May 10,1974
Mr. Ceorg8 Fernandes has
issued the following statement from jail:

T he strike has entered the third day, and there

is no doubting that it is a total success. The lies
and slamder against railwaymen's leaders, and the
falso and distorted news dished out by the Rallway
Board officials and the All India Radip can have
no impact on the determination of the railwaymen to
carry on the struggle till victory is achicved,

Only an anti~people government can call a railway
strike as anti-national. Lakt month, railwvaymen
in Germany and Japan had two massive strikes and
zot substantisl wape corcosslons. The miners!
strlke In England bbought about the downfall of the
Conservativex government, but none c¢allod the minors
unpatriotie. On2 million British onginecring workoers
arce on strikoe sinco yosterday and Britain!s economy
ls in doldrums, but no leader of the British Fnginecring
workers is in prison, ~

Rallwaymen mist stand firm in the belief that no
power on earth can defeat them if they stand united,
No threats, no arrerts, nmo hardships should frighton
them. The territorial Army and the B3SF camnot run the
railwayse. And A.,P. Sharmats Jjokes in Parliament
should be laughed at,

Remembor there can be no settlement if our
demands for parity and benus are not mets Kecp
fighting. Ycu must win this fight,

George Fermandes
Tihar Jail

10-5=74

/- = ey I {{ A/’\«%\/(é"

Priya Gupta
for Lction Committeo



NATTONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEY FOR RATLWAYMEN'S STRUGCLE
' 125% Babar Roar,
New Delhi, May 10, 1974

For pavour of Publication

Mr, P.Ks Barua, Secretary Genaral and Mr, H.S.
Choudhary, Joint Socrotary Genorsl of tho A11 Indila
Loco Running Staff issociation have 1lssued the
following statcement from Tihar Jails-

We send our grectings to the railwaymen for the

magnificent response given by them to the strike call.
Whatever may bc the propaganda carried through all India
Radio and Rallway Bhavan sourcos, the fact is the strikec

has totally paralysed the movement of trains all cover
the country.

We call upon &11 railwaymen to stand united
and keop fighting till victory 1is achieved., In

Particular, we call qun the TLoco Running Staff all
ovor the country to stand in the forefront of the struegle

and foil all attempts by the enemies of the railwaymen
to create disunity.

sd/- P,K. Barua
5S4/~ H.S. Chaudhnary

Tihar Jail
May 10, 1974

o /ilfpzaﬂu/EZLt4ﬁ4,"
' Priya Gupta
for Action Committee



NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEL FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE

125-E Babar Road,
New Delhi
May 10, 1974

For Faveour of Publication

?

From within the Prison walls, I send my greetings
to all railwaymen all over thé country for their magnificent
demonstration of unity and solidarity, The strike is not
merely an unprecclented success, for the railwaymen, it is
their finest hour, They have finally served notice that from
now on, no pcwer on earth can take them for granted or
ever succeed in dividing them,

The march to victory has begun, The enemy 1is in
complete disarray. The running of a few trains by the
Territorial Army should not perturb us in the least. The
antics of a few professional buffons like A.P, Sharma

should only be laughed at,

The Chairman of the Railway Board has said that only
8% of the workers are on strike, Mr. Bery has gone
nuts , In the interests of the rallways and the in the
interests of the country, Mr. Bery should be sacked at once,
In the alternative, heshould have his head examined, A third
course would be to.send him to school to learn his
arithmatic,
To those on strike, I say; bravo, keep fighting
till victory is achieved, To those who for any reéason
stayed away from strike yesterday, I appeals LEND YOUR
WAYS3, JOIN YOUR STRIKING BRETHEREN, OUR MOVEM©NT HAS, NO
PLACE FOR TRAITORS TO THE CAUSE,

GEQRGE FERNAND RS



NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTER FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGTLIS

128=E, Babar Roac,
New Delhi
May 88,1974

For Favour of Publicaticn

The Action Committce of the National
Coordination Committce for Rallwaymen's Strugelo
groots the Rallwaymen throughout the ccuntry for their

magmificent roesponse to the strike call, The strike
is unprecelented in tkr »nnals of the Raillway
Tralc Union movemen“ :»" hnsg opoencd a new chapter
in its history, )

Government!s ropressive measurcs have totally
failed to break the inden’ntable will of Sho rallwaymone.
A4ll tholir offorts to break the unshak;;bl'cr fmity have he
foiled by them unitci action. : ' 't .

We hope that new sense will dawn on tﬁe gbvornmant

an® they will refrain from standing cn any fglro
prestige and come forward to rolease all afrested

perscns unconditionally and rosume negotiations to bring

about just sottloment on the workers!' demands, ot

A ¢/\/ k’
/-,'vv‘/ AR /\/

Priya ﬁupta

for Action Committec



WAl ION AL COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGCLE

1258 Babar Road,
Now Delhi

IP'or Favour of Publication

The tlwme for action has come. As Gandhiji said,
for Railwaymen it 1s now DO OR DIE.

T do not know howilong the Government will
persist in its futile attempts to break our struggle,
But every Railwaymen should a¥*ways remember that no
power on earth can break our united action.

50,y let us march forward, confident that
VICTQORY will be oursl! Do not get cowed down by any

threats. Remember, the future belongs to the brave.

Stand Unitel, Stand firm, Wwe shall win thas
struggle.

Long Llve the unity of Railwaymen\

Long liVe the eCoaCeleBo

Yours fraternzlly,

(George Fernandes)

Convener
Tihar Pricson

Moy 7, 1974 ;

oy pn Gl

Priya Gupta 7 '5T‘j769
for apaction Committee



NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMIMTEE FOR RAILWAYMIN'S SriUGGLE

125-F, Babar Road
New Delhi
May 7, 1974

Tor Favour of Publicatlion

The Actlon Committoe ~f the National Cooriination
Committee of Railwaymen's Struggle has leamnt with
astonishment of the atg%ppt by the Deputy Minister for Rallways
in the Parlicuent today/misrepresent dhe workers! point of
viow and discredit thoe NCCRS. Govermnmcnt continucs to
porsist in its statem:cnt that six out of the eight decmands
listoed in the strike notices of the unions represcnted by
the NCCRS have been conceded. This is totally falsc.Gouvernment
scuttled the negecti-tinons df 2nd May by their act of
treachery in arrosting railway leaders thrcughout ths
country 1in the early hcurs of the morninge. No further discussion
has taken place since then, The Actlon Committce, therefore
calls on all railwaymen not to be misled by the falsc
propaganda of the go ermment and the Rallway Board.

Attempts are also afoot to pressurise indivicduals
to issue gtatements of withdrawal from the striks on behalf
of the constituent organisations of the NCCRS. No crcdence
should be given to sych statoments which are totally false,
The NCCRS stands firﬁ to its commitment to the railwaymen.,.

Governmont cont inues to be adamant in its desire to
have confrontation with railwaymen., The demand of the NCCRS
for the unconditional release of railway leaders has Dbeen
totally rejected, Arrests are on the increase and over 5000
are alregdy behind the bars. The unrest and strike actions
ol the rallways are spreading and on May 8 the strike will
bc total,

Rallwaymen}{ Do not fall prey to the hlandishmzants
oi Gevernment nor their moves at disrupting your unity,

Farticularly be on guard againgt thae volleys of lies being

spread through the .11 India Radio, Television and other

I XRN



2= ' :

mass maedia of the. government. The action Committec

calls on railwaymen to stand unitcd and firm in

thedr strugpele for thalirs just domands and fight o tiil
2 just settlement is rceached, The pction Committec

cnce again thanks all oryanisations and democratic

forces for the supnrort t? thelr just struggle and has
full confidonce that this will be further strengthened

in the days ahcad.

Priya Gupta
for Action Committeo



ALL INDIA RAILWAY EMPLOYYES CONFEDERATION

43/12 Rallway Colony
Kishanganj, Delhi 7
May 7, 1974

Press Reloase

The Confederation 1s an active constituent
of the N.CeCsReS. which has declded to launch an
indefinlitna generagl strike on the railways from
8th May for the ‘achlevement of 6-point demand
charter of railwaymen,As the negotiations have
been scuttled by the Govemment by arrasting
the leadors 1n the midst of negotiations,

The various categorywdse assoclations/Unions
have therefore to implement the decision of Joint

struggle from 8th May with all the force at their
command .

No single office~bearer of any organisation
has any authcrity to withdraw or postpone the strike
without the decision of the National Couméination
Committee for Railwaymen's Struggle or their
competent body. If any such attempt 1s made by any
office boarer of any association ow other organisation,
the railway workers should not take notice of wuch
statoments., All workers are called upon to display

complete unity for the success of the historic
struggle.

W
N.S. Bhangoo
Secretary Goeneral

and Action Committee membear
NCCRS



Gitales st LA MEN PHONFR: A0247

NATIONAL COORDINATTON COMMITTES FOR _RAILWAYMEN'S STRUGGLE
" {258 Babur Road,
New Delhi 1
May 3, 19%4

For waveut of Publication

The Action Committen of 'Ehe Nationali Coordination
Committec for Rallwaymeri!s Strv, ‘le pays homage to
Comrade V.ite Mha1§i, Gencral Cocretary, National
Railway Mazdoor Union, (GiR), the Jirst martyr in the
cause of the Rallwaymen's strvgsle. We send our doepest

;
sympathy tc his PGPQ&VCd family ond comr-des, cnd demand
payment o compensation to his (.mily.
The action Comfitte2 congratulates railwaymen fer
withstandings the brutal ropressi nn unleashed by ths
Jovernment an& demonstrating thsir protest in a
disciplined and united manner. We also note with
appreciaticn the support to railwaymen belng oextended
by large section of the trade uniuvn and democratic movemcent,
The Cemmittee expresses ite deep appreciation
of th. support extended tc railwaymen in “heir houvr
«f trisl by all opposition members of Parliament il THr
tholr unltod demand thgat all arrested railirny leaders ho
immediately reloacsed,
Tha pActicn Committeo calls oo all raicwaymen Lo
intensify theoir preparations for the strik. to cowranco
ol 8Lh May. e warn 211 railwaysoa to vemgin viedlan®

agaihsﬂ all manceuvres of Cevernmont and disrupti--1ise

forzes to fcist cases of snhot . o and viol-mee on this
movement with a view to being disersiit to railwarvnon,
Railwaymen shoeuld take adeoncte ard prompt acticon =o fa-ostall
and prevent @11 such acts.,

The action Committes donouncas she totally unvarisatcd
attack by thoe Railway Mindster on Goorpoe Formandoes,

. P s I .
" ol S in, LR .



evidence, We refute all such charges against the genuine
leaders of the railway workers. -

The Action Committee categorically rejects the
Railway Ministerts demand that the strlke notice should
be withdrawn before negotiations are resumed. We demaqﬁ
that all arrested persons should be immediately Teleased

unconditicnally if Govermment 1s scericus about negotiations.

Railwaymen today have no alternative but to proceed
with the strike to .win thoeir demands., The responsibility
of the current strike lies squarely on the shoulders of
. the Government.
| Alrcady train services ;are virtually at a standstill, If
further loss to the nationai oconomy and inconvenience and
hardships to passengers is to be avolded, Government should
rcleaso the lenders dmmediately and scttlo the demands of tha
v railwayma, ;
The sctdion Committee calls upon the Rallwaymen to stand

' /
firm and defeat the treacherous offensive of the Government

and railway authoritiles, /9 ,%;LM¢KXC:
il f/\" P
1% flde-

Priya Gupta,
for Action Committec

National Coordination Committec
for Rallwaymen's Siruggle



GHA S RATLEAYM PHUNL : 40947
NATTOIAL CO=OLDINALTON COMMTULEE FOR RATLWAYMIN'S STRUGGLE

t‘a’

12 3 lcUﬁl Road,
Ilew Deliﬂ

ated May 2, 1974
PRESS RLLIASE

With the arrests of Mr George Fernandes, Gonvenor,
and ouher members of the Action Comalttee, just before
what hi's been described as crucial phase of negotiations
the government hag lost all its credibility for talks.

Yhis.was the unanimous opipion of the Action
Committee which met this morning.

+he Action Coumitvtee has, Lherefore, addressed
the follecuing letter to the wailwvay Mintster:

" Dear Mr.liishra,

We have been informoed that Ure. George Feornandces,
Convenor ot the dational Co-oraination Committice
for Rnlluavmen's Str pirley and lire *lteSe. Choudhuri,
mepber of Lhe Action Commitice, werce arrested fn the
carly hounrs of the morninze A warrant is 1ssued
for the arrost of Mr, M, Chakrnvarty, momber of the
Aetion Commitleey We arc astvonished that such a
Neinous sven has Been taken in violation of all
dcamocratic valness While nezolbiations to scttle
the danonds of railwaynon with a view to avort
tha strike arce in progroes, 2nd we @erce duc to
mect at 10 A M. to-uay, the police swoop down on
railway leoders and arvest Chieme Mre PeKe Barum,
Scerecbary- General of the ALl Indin Loco Running
Stnit hAgsocintion »nd fourtcen others in Delhi
arcen alepe hinve been nrrestede Reports hove started
pouring in for widespread orrests in every zonc
of Lhe Retlynsse VWe do nol know how many bhroughout
the countbry have bgen put behind the bars in just
onec nights,

The Acbiony Commitice condemns these gross and
blatant violation of dcemocratic rightse You had
vourself given o categoricenl » gsurance whoen nego-

CLintions coamenced Lhat no arrosts or penal actions
vould tnke place when negotint'ons nre going On.

Vo you call these arreats thoe implomoenting o! your
first assuroncce? Whnt credibility do you think
weilunyiion will have in yorr assuranccs when the
actions of the Government during negotiations
belie the nssurnnces siven? i

AL every necting ye hove hoeld the oirst 1ssuce
s “Lrv;v beon preciacly revressive p ensuros,

provocative actions of the rrilwny authoritices
ctu., etes, Hou, 1L apperrs hat you nnd your

Colltdlluu )
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Hi1nsury, and the Government have made all
arrangements to precipitate a strike,

Tn thesce circumstencesy, no useful purposec
has been served by negotintions on, the demnnds
el Lhhane pnepoltabtons wore nolh'ng butl o sham
and cycwashe The Action Committce, thereforc,
will not porticipntc in the ne"oti'“u‘Ons.
There 1s no ~lternative before  the Notional
Co-ordinnlimn Committce for Railwaymen's
Struggle but this and the Government bears the
full responsinility {for breoling the negotiationse.

Yo rs faithfully,

Sd/~ Parvaihi Krishnan, MeP.,
G1/- Priya Gupta, i
d/— Somnar  Mukherjee, MePa,

Sd/~ raSs Gokhale,

Sd- Ke.Pe lomaswamy,

Sd/- 1ieSs 3hngoo,

Sd/- PeKe Jumnran,

Sd/~ D.D. Vasisht,

Sd/"‘ 1‘:1.1‘1. P{‘.t}lt‘-k?

Manbers of the Actien
Comm._iﬁr’!()(mcghs)"

i‘he Action Commicice calle vpon all railwaymen
vo orroanisc united prote=t actions 1l over the
cou.try immcdintbclys Ratlunymon should stond firm and
conuinun btheir vreperations for LQL‘SurlkL wnich

will gtort on 3Uh Moy al 5400 a.am,

ALl cftorts nre being no ¢ to dlsrupt the unity
of raflwrymen rnd divide thare The X'l Indin Radio
as usuval, is buing utiliscd for thie ncefarious purpose
and btondontious neows was given lnct night that the
ATRIE nnd CTIU did nov prriic pave in {inolising the
minutes This is totnlly falgsc ns the NULCHS was
r“}r'"fnbcd Dy duly authorisaod rersonse  the Action
Commibtiee yvame the rallwoymen not to 01l prey to nll
the (loe proong;: nda of zovernment ond 1o nebionnry
forccs, nut %o d2find Ana furvhes ctrengthen the
unily 50 far nchiovede ©

The ncltion Commitice appenis o the people
ant all yorkere throughout thc couptry not to be mis-
lcd ny the slanwcerous stotorentls of overnment npainso
raflongian and Lend thelr full suyp ort to thame ITU 1s
the government that bears full responsibilily for all
the netions bhat may msyce rrom their own provocalive fnd
antidanocratic me sures and ~ctions,

The action Comiteocs reiterntes il resslye to
netg anitedly in thig suprome hour of trial for railwor
am and stand by the cide of ~1ll workers who moy b the
victins of government's brutnl altockse. :

o |

/ﬂ{..c ;;/49,_ tl;:hm,{l,f.

-

o Aetion Copciluion,



JTelephone: 40947 - Telegram: RAILWAYMEN,
At Lo e CO=ORDIN ATLON QUi LTTil pOI RallaEMillt 5 S5TRUGUL IS

‘. 125-E, Bbar Roagd,
No, NCURS/ Hew Delhi,
biteg hay 1, 1974.

beap Co.raage,

incloged herevuith i the copy of @ “Secrot"
letteor adgressed by kir. C.U¥, Fargsimhan, Joint Szeretéry to the
Governnent or Ingia, ministry of tome Lflairs, Now Delhi, to
all the State Governments, stc.

I hope your organ:sation hag taken 21l the
necess2ry steps to moet the situation that will arise when tho
known lcaders are picked up or arrestoed.

The talks with the Kailway Ministry bave uiore
or less hroken down, though a final mcceting has been fixea with
« the Kablway Ministor for May 2. You may eXpect a crdck-down on
all our ‘tctivlistas »na laaders on the nipght of the 2nd or o 4day
or two thereafter.

L hope you are goluyg ev-.prything necessary
to bring 2bout a totzl «trike on the rlilways. No matter what
the price we have to pay, it is iwperative that we win this
struggle There is no hope »>f the Government yielding unless
we hnve gone thpough a bitter struggle.

Encloscg herewith 1s also a statement from
Comrage P.lh, Baru?, Secrcetdry Gencral, A1 India Loco Running
staff Losociatlian.

With grectings,

rnandcs
Convenor.

fours fratarnally,
//QIA/NI\ ’C'L.{,{\‘ a ’\__‘j
Giorge Fe ﬁ>
Encl: Two
To

A1l the constituent Organlgatione, Unionsg,
Asgociations.
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AL INDIa LOCO RUNGANG STAFY ASSQCLATION
CaMP: NEW DELHI
May 1, 1974,
PRESS RELEASE

The Working Cammittee of the Loco Running
staff Assoclation at. 1ts meeting in Vijaywada has
called upon the loco running staff to make common
cause with their brethren on the Rallways by jolning
the indefinite general strike due to commence on
May 8, 1974.

The LRSA 1s proud to claim that the movements
conducted by the logomen in 1973 acted as the catalytic
agents to bring about a naw sense of militancy ang
unlty among all sectlons of the railwayman.

We are Indeed distressed to note the negative
attltude of the Rallway Ministry to the general demands
of the railwaymen formulated by the Natlonal Convention
of Rallw2ymen an February 27, 1974. Unless 2 g2tiagfoc~
tory settlement of thase damands 1s brought about, the
rallwdymen Will have no altermative but go on strike
Wwith effect fram 8th May, 1974. 4aind on the succesgs
of thlg struggle will depend the future ang the fate
of all1 rallwaymen in’ the country.

]
l\( (I
Sagcretary Gen:ral

’< P.k. Barua

To
Ihe News Editor,
New Delhi




Ho.8/12/74/Poll. (L= Ig. SICRET
bove rmment oi lnglia,
Minlstry of dome saffalrs, MOST IhiwDlalis,

From: shri C.V, llarasimhan,
Joint secretary to the Government ol ingiA,

To ¢ (i) 'The Chief Secretarics of all 5t-.te Uovernments

(ezcepting banipur, meghalaya, Hag@lana & Tripura)
* (iil) 'The Chlel secretarics of 211 Union lorritory
° Agninigtrations (excepting .nuaman &% licobdr Islangs,
Arunachal Pragesh, Lakshagweep « Mizoram).
NHew Delhi 110001 gated 7th April 1974.
subject: Threatened All-india strike by railway employecs,
Sir,

I am directed to refer to pa2ra 4(1) of this Ministry's letter
of aven Ho. gdataed 2nd april 1974 anqg suggest that the following para-
graphs may he taken into account in regard to preventive action that

may he found necessary to deal with the threatened railway strike,

These sugpestions arc intended to b2 illustrative and I am gesired to

request that in the light of the local reguirements and problems,
they may e suitably sapplemented or modivicd by the State Level

Comordination Committee, the constitution of which h&s 4lso bean

re commended In the aforesaid lotter from this Ministry.

2, ne o the .important ingredicents of cfifective preventive dctlion

will be the arrest and removal frowm the scene of thelr activitics of

persons who oStherwige would ¢ither contribute to the suceess of the
strike or create serious law and order problems. Lt will be appre-
ciated that the timing of such preventive arrests should be neilther
premature nor late., Premature arrests may precipltate strike ang
other law and order problems. oven while attempts are being made to
avert them. The action, if were too late, would give sufficicnt
opportunity to the winted pepsons to mwake their 3pprehencion dqifii-
cult, L am, thirefore, desifed to suggrst that you m2y await our
gpecific clearance regarding the date from when preventive arrests
should be carried out.

3. While the actual timing of such arrects may awnit furthor
intimation from us, advince action in r:gard to preparation of
lists of dlfferent catogories of parsone T be arrested should he
taken in hand imacgintely. Ingpreparing such lists, 1t voulg he
neceggiry to Include th: foll Wwing broad categoricu:-
(a) activists 2ng militants amongst the e2ilwy employeas
who are known t> be taken prominent part n planmning
andg orpanloing thedfotrellke and who aree Likely to Ingdulge
in Intimighiory Activities npiinst other Milway cwmployecs
vho m2y not W willing t> participate in the strike.
(b) Personsg other than railuny cmployees who are influentinal
among riilway employeas or actively instigating them o
participate in the strike,

(c) vther persons with diflrrent political nffiliations who

Ore 1Tikely to 2xplolt the situaliong caused by the riitlway
strike or otherwise crente serious law anu order prosleiis.

(d) ati-gocial 2l:ments, especially in urban arsas, wh» are

1ikaly to take nadvontago oy L eltiacior ana Indgal g
In acts »f violence “gilinst person Or properiy.

4, In preporing listg of persons to b taken into preventive

custody Lt would b: ucoful tor the comeerneg wllorities in tha St ite

to keop n eloee touch with che Generedl Foannge e g the Division 1
sup:zrint-udents 98 thoe Rallwioys colice vz, The Intellipanca Dareau
will be orovialng nacengary asalotanee to iz 8t-te CID in the
neoparsLion of necogairy 1losto,

43
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5 For preventive action to bz elfaective, Lt will be ne ~.cary
to enaure that the 1ists of persons to he arrestad Are car-{olly

prepired 4nd scrutinised at an appropirid*e . wel, The 1mp rcanca
of intensifying collectlion of proper Intellipance in this .~ 2c)

as well as the maintenance of clogsegsl co~dyvalnation with (..
railwy adminiscvratlion may ba lmpren<id ans 21l coucerhoe:y

Ge In planning oue measures for proventw,: @rresig, 1t vauld
he necesgiry not only to take into account v gpecific rouilrow
ments of the eiltnation arfsing out of th- -=wilwhry strike o.' wlso

to tu o an oveorall view oi the likely; law “iig order probler: in
tho dtite 2as a whole, keoping in vieu tho 'ikely behaviours " i
cen=sitlve croaps of the type mentioned Lo - ra 4(x, of £ ', 10,

of the 2ng April, 1974.

7o The provlisions of the Malntmnance of .avernal Securiiy /ct
(MMIS4A) could be profitably invoked while unptakiag preve v ivn
action., section (1) (a) (xiil) speocifically snablas debarn bl m ~f
any person Wwith a view of preventing him Zron acting &n ary @ e
prejudicial to mainteninee of gservices o =0 ¢tlal vo the cou rih o

It may alaso ba notad thidt whoereds thoe grou.. 5 of datencion Ll
ordindrily reduire to he furnished to the dotonu widnin fice e

of thy @& te of artimtion, section 8(1) poru.-o tho suthorl . 1 ing
thee oraoyr of datontlon to fumish cacn gro g wlthidin 15 &y I
erceoptlon: 1 c¢lrecuisstainens a4nd for rotpong - v hg rocorded Ia vl i
Ih: corraonponding oxtenuslon of gittes Lor &p «sval ot orderr o7 witis
Govornmanig, ¢uc, may algo be noted in tiis connectlon. Woor oo
efiion Tov the Commigalon of speciflzc oflor.. ¢ gheilq contl+. -0 Ly
anaer cho norm2l laws, there nead not o a fiesitation ton o ,ont

to the provisions of tha MISA in ge@ling wi T~ 4n extracvdin -5

gituntion, sich @8 a ganeral strilte by ra..v - wen. It 1g we ad 3t sy
shnt <11 b eomcarned dlebriet auath o el v 07 Ty Gdviosd o0 Ju?
Llizrice thomselves with the provigee 3 Co " 0 b andg ctwr vo nod
laws In *his conngetion,

N usalomionts sabooguant to this i ¢~ ta Jeivar o7 v 2 oL rll
10 noh axciude the pogeibility of 2 sceril. ing place o -0 Gy
2rter che 16th Apvil, I amy thoerafory, 4~ sad Lo sugge.i @ aib W

arepAr? sion of necassiry liste of glitoron . LAsagories o po-d e
Whio may Lo romireed o be €@ken into snar- -y be compleses neo
Jator Yhon JOth Agpil. We will kouep the Govarvnent LT ong

Oof Maethe v Govel prents and 4lso comtnlcet: i dge eovurue o .0 o
regaprelng thy tinding 20 arreste in ¢ oanoect. WLth toc she oo, e
shrlike

Sur Ca

. L rs faichfulr,,

Lslj/— (‘eV. l\k""':l‘_h I

Joint suretnr Lo the Jovamae.t. .o
i J_-nJ-L

NoeB/1./7 4=P1le (D= 1) Lefed 7¥h S0

L [N

Lopy to the Ingpoeoors Goneral oL Pali
r . o . o r ¥ . .
Union Taveitory asninistrations thros, h thoe “ief
conee rrird,

ber Stato,
e bl e

t

.
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-
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.' SG,”~ C o \/r - ‘.
Joint cacreshary o S he Govesminn v



Gram ° RATLWAY MIN .
NATTON AL CO=ORD THATTU

Convenyor:
GGeorge Fornandoes

,’ B -1
ﬁnEss BLLLABE

The Action Comuittee

Commitiec for Rajilwaymen's

to 2,30 P

fhe meeving

Railwry Minister.

revicwed
It was hoped thec the Meuber, Staff,

CUMMIT L

\—|\

PHONE :_ 40247
FOR PATLWAYME! 'S SHRUGCLE

125-£, Babar Road,
Jeow Delhi-1

Dated April 13, 1074

of theliasional Co=~ordination

Struggle met from 12,00 noon
Jle 2T 125~ E, Babar Road,Ncw Delhi,

the discusgsions held with the

Railwoy Board who would be holding negotiations with the
Hegotiating Conmittne wduld heve been given 2 complete

nondate o arrive at =
noilwya ¥ Hintsitry.

Otherwise,

ona more cxercige in futility.

I e
union activitts
the aunchoritics
arrest under
18 hoursy over

the Iicstern Sector. This

rais

ed

scttlenont on behrld
dhice talks could only be

through suspensions,
the Preventive Detention 4

2l

0 the

Letion Copmittee notad that severesl trede
on the deailways were being victinlsced by
tronsfers ~nd throush

cte In the past

onec uozen activists had been arrcested in
grave doubts

~bout the

bonafidcs of thdinilwny Administration to come to an

amicable scettlomentc on

ne Coammitree decided to roisc

the Loth instonta

The Committee
mcesing of,
Rajlurynion s
15¢6h April at

o i)

uuo() 1‘)-“0

vhe Hationel Co-ordina
Strugzle vvhich is
al LCH{"*ilAJLIOﬂ Club,

vhe demends,

also discussad

Vithalbhal Patel fouse, dail llarg

‘he licws Lditor,

Tow Deolnt,

this issucwhen tnlks

the og cnaa for the
voion Comnmittce for
ﬂc“fuuloq 0 neet on

',(,,l, g {\-‘\KA\.__G (JQ

George Foernrndes
Convenor



IR_FAYUR_OF FURICATLOR

Naw Deljli._ - Mril 10, _}?74

The Action Cuauzitta:e appointed by the National
Coordination Connittae for Rallwveymen'g Struggle met
today to discuss iaeues that will ocaze up for dlecussion
in the Joint Kgeting of ‘the Railvayren Union with
shei K.V fdghaath 8eidy, Union !*.ufﬁtor for Labour,

it vas decided that‘ the Action Cmﬁlttoe should
reat tamorrow in the evening to conaider the proposals
if any rade out by thg Union L2boup Hinleter for settlement
of the demands &nd to dacids farther course of astimn,

The Rational Coordifation Comittre will meet
caly or the 15th April '74 from 1:00 P.Me todd @e

the data of stri«e, Lf the negotiationse fail,

( JoPs Chaubey )

For Convener,
The Ngws Editor

Hexi Daihi



pnl 104 1974,

To: Overseaes Japanese Correspondents,

Stationed in Naw Dalhi.

lay Veother,

~Ahjacts -

Jrplneas il -Aynen s o strihe since Pril
10, 1774 to pruce Tthals aCaadwnie Jdwsandg angd taey
“ill ~ain on strike ior 3 oays,

hdian Railviyaen wWill dsucaisireta helorse the
capitue Gadiuay L0 hew beibi em 4pril 11, W74 ag
10130 duhe to Cxpreve Lper Sullidarity with the
désymie s rALuLRon Ld wWhely o verorandus 3 the
Jaganers mhasudure 04 @aFe veqresing to Rindly
geng yui vepr oeltalivess ohrl eworge Fenvinass,
o mr,u:;.z of the Bl Indif eatlveynen®s Fedemtion
Wiik 102, %i¢ Jeadinstretione

I fmtewmally,

" JQ@W

¥ar Gonovsl becretary,



NIREL oo 1 1%/ ard Mpril, 1974.

iha Editor,
Pironaap,

Lycknow
Doy Sir,

[ have read your Editorial Comments in your
An1ly, dntad the 2nd April, 1974 under the caption "The
Ultimnte strike". In this comnaction I would request
yo1 to kindly publish this letter in your esteemed
dnily in order to put the record straights

"The rallwayren are not asking for moaon

na ip being made out by the Railway Minister in one of

his utterances. The R2ilwaymen are asking for parity in
wagns, obtdining 1in publie sector undertakings for comparable
prnfesslona, joba and works, Tnday, the total wage of a
Clans IV employe= in the Railways is Rse227/= par month as
against Re 350/~ And above given to the Cement Workers under
an Award of tha Unlon Labour Minlster -nd in all public
enctor undertakings of tillal, Durgapur and Rourksla, etc,
The wigas of the Class LIl and Class IV employees working
in the nntionnlised banks, Reserve Bank of Ingia and Life
Insurance Copporntion of }.ndia are still higher,

Bonus has baeen given to all the industrial
workers in the country excepting those in the Rallways,
P&l ang Defenca Factoriesy who are also industrial workers,
Ihin demand has baen under discussl on in the JCM for over
2 years ang the (ovt, hag bacn evading a decislon,

Tha Govt., employces drawing salary ofah.Rse300/= are
glven aly 75% nauntralisation as Dgarness Allowance against
10073 glven to the emplofees of the State Ipading Corporantion
ang elsevwhore in the public sector undertakings,

The resgdlution adopted by the Anmual Convention of the
A1l India milwayren's Federation in Octobar, 1973 at Secunderabad
and alao tha msolution adopted by the National Convention of
tha Rallwaymen held in Dalhi on 27th Faebruary, 1974, representing

a1l tha Rallwnyren's Unions/Aesociati ons have urged the Govt,
of Indla for a napntiated settlenment,

Mr, Ganrg~» Farnandes, Prasidant of the AIRF in the
menting convaned by $hri- L. N,Mlishra tlifnist>r for Ratlways on
tho 4th rFabruary, 1974, personally urged the Minlstar for Rlys,

Contd,



-

to opan negotintions for settlement of the 8-point

Charter of Damands of thw Rallwaymgn, In this meeting the
Union Minlstar for Labour, Shri K,v.Rghunath Reddy and the
Planning Kinister, Shri D.P,Dhar Were 8ls0 presant. Ag &
functionary of the AIRF, I cnn assure you that the AIRF
han haen willing Aand 4s still willing for & negotiated
sattlement and does not stand on false prestige. Mr,
Gaorpa Farnandes aversince his election as the President
of the AIRF in October, 1973, has been trying for a
negotiated sattlemant ang it 1s the Govt., of India which
has bean aevadins 2 settlement,

It will, therefora, be Appraciated that &
impression which is being creatad that the Rallwaymen are
not aiger for e pettlemant, but going ahead with theip
strike is arbitrarily based with the intention to malign
the railwiymen in the eyes of the public."

Yours faithfully,

.L\}\P(‘ Lol L t—-(z /
(J «P.Chaubay)
for Generad—decretary.

'/?SC”'; 2l0h &
L¢ Z



Gram : 'BAILWAYMEN" Phona : 40947

National Co-ordination Committee For l{ailwaymcu’s Struggle

uely ¥ AAIT @99 wA-aq afwfq

Convenor 1 128/E, Babar Road,
George Fernendes NEW DELH!-1
3)88 Mayoh, 1974,
0 5B SVIIEE T ) ST |

It 1o unfortunite that the Gowt. of Indie
instend of memponding toc the urgo of twe Hatimal
Conpiiration Cammittes of IBllvwaynen for a negotiated
Bottlrveng m the Sepoint Charter of ecands, Lite
ralstienl Arfalrs Trnittsae is conoenireting an Action
0 m~at thy Fatlwawren®s byrikaes

{2 ray bda pecallad that thig G=polnt Charter
of Dgnandn whieh ineludes Wags mvieinn 2 nd vage
naplty with the padlic sector uhcertiliings, Doftus,
polne £5 polng fizatim of pay, il noutvalisation of
rioas in priovms, Beshmar working, sudeidised gvein shops
ang dredeucl is«tian of enmuinl lLabmurors was prepared
W the sl Convertion af the ALl india Rallwaynen's
rederntim held 8t secungeradad in Uetober, last,

i tha J7th Faheaney, 1974, & me~ting of the
Lntlonal Conventisn representing all reilw: n's
unia &, 2andeiatiom ang foder"ticns wvam d at Few DellN
vhereln it vae @gscldédzd tu orll for » Garmrml Strike
of tho Aallwagmen L£ tho CGuvts of Indin doem Not coxe
ty a negatinted &ettl cpent m th2as dxangde W 10th of
April, 1974, The UWITUR cuntrolled Maticna) Pederation
of tho andtau Rullvayazen (KP1R) wis tha sole extception
xhich old not respond €5 tho ifnvitations of the AlRS
eithar to papticipats Lo thy mostine of tha Bativoal
Coanvenciion on ths 27th Fanpaary, 19794, or t2 join the
datlonal Coppalmeion Copwelttne Lor M llvusyesm's
Steagrelae,

There v Srenondms resmitoint &nongst all
the sactions of th: RMilv y en on the discriminatory
attitude of the Gayt, 9f Indlia in thy o3 ttere of wages,
and ®erilun e ditin a vhich Rag meult2d In many
sty cea of vork by the Adiwnyien during the lnet
one yutr mng St wo.ld he exurstaly dleappolinting Lf

FaTaa



onca A in the Rallvnyuen are coxpalled to
eubhapk unon the Ugneral Strike to press thelr
ganuine demands,

The Rational Cosrdination Caxnittee for
Mtlvnyrien'e Straggle, tharefore, once Aghin yeguests
the Covt, of Indin t5 regpond to the urge for a
INEXELRLANE Negotitted lotu—mt in ordor ¢o
avold & country-uige Striks by the Rallwayraone

}/CLLLLQ N

4 4 J.P.chaahuy}-‘“———‘—“
for Convenar,.

To

The News Editor,
New Dalhl.




.‘\lsLF//éU ~ /&r){} Jlet larch, 1974,

ina bdicor,
Itmn of India,
ligd _lalbl.

vanyp Sle,

L have r224 the nevs Appairing in youp dally

of 318t Mapch, 1974 under ¢fption "Govi, eonoern over
piflvny Strila®, reported YW tha Times of India HNews
varvice, whapreln it hes heen s*14 that "Mr,Fernandes
haa not mrt shri Mishea for the last 3 months 2nd najither
ire Mishea nor Nilvny Bonrd has racelved any cormunicte
tion from the ALRF m the strike threat". 1Ihip is
AP ey ‘, bacad on incoprect Inforration. The correct
positil -Ji.n gly n Inlrree,

| Ihe strike geclplon 71 the 5-point Charter of
De-andly Was takon Iy the Secuniehbad Cnvantion of the
ALRF in Uetolar, 1973 and a cnpy of the masolution was
aant ti the nalivulry Joard ltredlsataely thaervehRfter, IThe
reesolutlion 2doptad by the Natloml Convantion of the
Inglnn Rallwayran on tha 27th Pabrunry, 1974, was alao
rent by ohrl Goorga Fernaudee in A 1),U, Letter to sShri
Lol ighen, fiinatar for Ballwoym Iimuadiately thereafter.

>

Cn tha 45h falirmary, 1974, the tly. Minister
congigned & Confarence of tha Cantral iprade Unions/organisa.
tione 2nd the C recognised Federations of the Hailw-yran
vhapain Alno Shr! George fernandes Aas Presldent of the
AIRE pointndly referred tu the Rajlway Minister tha AiRFM' g
decinkon for golne on an IndeCinite Strike when the
liinister for Lahour, Shri K.V.Raghunath Reddy ang the
PYaming Liinister, Stiel DoPolhar vore 21leo present, On the
5th February, 1974, on an invitation froam the Rallway
liinlutor, sphrl L,N Hiphra, Shrl Georpge fernandes along with
tha undersimned ang othar offlce bairere of the AIRF met
tha Nallw«y Kinlnter, shr) L,i.sishiria when the Member Staff,
N~ 1lwny Ro"rde Hhr) C.P.Wirrler Wwas aleo presant. The Rly,
inletar after discuosing the desmang Llrlar srld that he
noaded prilor cmonltntion with the Pprime Minigter mfore any
reapingful discusnlion touly stapt on thesae demnnds, Ha y
howevar, siggast d that in tha meantime, thae financinal
implications € the demandsate, sho1lg ba worked out Wy the
Milvay Raargd after q,i gcussionn with the ALRF,

shirl foman@an dealrba 20 rieot. tha Rotdwry Pated
Y _the 12ath- Narsh ATV, o an e Yha Yot oy 68A2f ¢ Rdi3 Gy Boret

Cantd,



o

In fact Mp., fernandes hRp bean prasing for
a negntiat:d settlevsnt sino* ha bacaie the President
of the AIRF in his various meatings With the Rnllwny

Baapd nnd the Tallwny Ministey, Mhe ALRF im alusye
viliing for n nagotinted setiliment,

Yours fa i.t.hmlly Y

PRSI

(J P QChallW)
for General Jacretary.



