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IN THE SUPREME COURT

Life sentence 
for Niyogi killer
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 20

ALMOST 14 years after the 
sensational murder of trade 
union leader Shankar Guha 
Niyogi, the Supreme Court 
on Thursday commuted the 
death sentence awarded by 
the trial court to key accused 
Paltan Mallah to life impris­
onment.

The Supreme Court there­
by set aside a high court or­
der acquitting all six ac­
cused in the case, including 
Mallah, and upheld a trial 
court order convicting

him but commuted his sen­
tence from death to life 
imprisonment.

The Supreme Court how­
ever upheld the high court 
decision to acquit the other 
five — Naveen Shah, Chan- 
drakant Shah, Moolchand 
Shah, Avdesh Rai and Gian 
Prakash.

All of them were industri­
alists of Bhilai where Niyogi 
was agitating for better 
wages and working condi­
tions for the labourers.

The high court had reject­
ed the evidence against the 
accused as flimsy, thereby

Story so far
■ Shankar Guha Niyogi 

killed in Bhilai on 
September 27,1991

■ Trial court convicts 
all six accused - five 
industrialists and one 
hired killer - on June 
23,1997

■ High Court acquits all six 
on June 16,1998

■ SC upholds HC acquittal 
of 5 industrialists but 
overturns killer’s acquit­
tal, hands him life term

overturning the trial court 
order that had convicted 
them all and sentenced them 
to life imprisonment.

The Supreme Court bench 
that delivered the judgement 
included Justice K.G. Bal- 
akrishnan and Justice 
Tarun Chatterjee.
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New Delhi: Fourteen years 
after trade union leader 
Shankar Guha Niyogi was 
shot dead, the Supreme 
Court on Thursday ordered 
a life sentence for hired as­
sassin Paltan Mallah, but 
upheld the acquittal of the 
other accused, all industrial­
ists of the Bhilai area.

Though expressing sur­
prise at the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court order acquitting 
Mallah, who was earlier sen­
tenced to death for murder­
ing Niyogi, the court reduced 
his sentence to life term.

Five other accused sen­
tenced to life term by the tri­
al court were connected with 
various industries like Ke- 
dia, Simplex or BEC. The 
apex court has, however, up­
held their acquittal. They 
are: Moolchand Shah, Gyan 
Prakash Mishra, Avdhesh 
Rai, Abhay Kumar Singh 
and Chandrakant Shah.

CBI’s counsel Amarender 
Sharan and Chhattisgarh 
Mukti Morcha’s counsel S 
Murlidhar, who also argued 
for Niyogi’s widow Asha, 
had sought exemplary sen­
tence for the accused who 
had been sentenced by the 
trial court with death or life 
term and a Fme of Rs 10 lakh 
each.



Life term for Guha Niyogi kilter*.
Fourteen years after trade union 
leader Sankar Guha Niyogi was 
killed in Bhilai, the Supreme Court 
on Thursday upheld the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court order acquitting 
the owners of Simplex Industries but 
retained the life sentence awarded 
to his assailant Paltan Mallah. P8



®rct
TI6KI ’"'^/l ®^<l 

d4t facrd), 20 'ddo|<l I 
H<r|^ 331 $l+< TJ?! faMfat +t ?cMl 
4> Hlkct M 4-ceddH '"MIMICl’M M 3TR 

?TT +T? + TJTTI 
3lfa^33 Mren 
Men 16 +t 3TRfa3 
+1TRR +t TRI 
T^dlMt I $Tl4) TIT#

?t <j^dH ^IlMIdM 
W S&l 3^31

^5 ^>Mct

3Ft «p3RR «9rt IrmrlM’W ^T^td 
HlRd+1 +t 3TRW MfM 3R faMI I 

$i<*>< •J?! faMVit °rt did?! tir M6cl 
27 fadRT 1991 +t facH< 3 W 

3R Mt d4l Mt I faR TRR dd'bt ?cMI 
+t nMt 3R TPR 3? 3Pfa M<Ae R Tit

■ TFT
TOF WW 
wft «$ {wi ^rat 
sftu? «rit
gjrf^rsrr

t| M i
RRRjfa Mfat 4lrdl^wJ|d afa 

RRRjfa TJ3TR atf Mfa M

faMl^ni # M+r faMfat 3fi Rizt
ddlTPld gfa3 
Mfaf =Ft 3lMtcT RT 

TJHcCTI ^fat 33 
■R«q Tf^l 3R 
RRUcRI 31lM?1 
+t ^ifil4» RI Tt 

TiMtfan +fat |tt 
3lfa^33 Mrrid

M<ni6 +t 3u4tdd ebklciH +1 tri 
<Jdl4i Mtl 3R7 <1R +t fc?lM + 

37lM$T °Ft «U+<K T73I I ^ifa-MRd 

w M 3iRh cfttct «n fa; ?far n^i 
fdMbD +t S?c4l +t Till'd$1 M 3733 

(?faW12 RT)

fd^n ^cUTcEM <TT^F...
TRJj? Mlfrld) Mt TffalRT M d4ifa> ?T3R fadbl) 3WT M> ’R^t +t IdMfad 

4><3 stir 33? PamUtti tR^i MM trM rr iM r 1 rM^i 
rftrr M TiMt s? sifM^at ^t #rt- rr fMRi «n 1 farfa ptsm mtri? 
3RRT 3?jt3Mfd ^cR3 $JT?, R3+T3 ?1T? W ?T3W?T fa#, 3rM?I TRI # 
3PRI ^RR fa? M I R# 313TTT3 M 23 1997 4? 3lfat 31TM?1 M 3lfa^RT

MrdM M<ni6 +t Rfat +t TRI T^dlMt Mt 'd’dfai 31R mi-c, aifa^Mt °Rt 37RfaH 
<bl<IMlTl +t TRI Mt Mt I 3-cddM RRITcRI M 3RlM MrH 3 3F?T fa; #? 3TT3I3 
1991 M if Mt, 3# Tl ^+T 3R 3+R# 3T3IH3 KRI 3333 RTT3?+t 33TTt 
faR 3ffa it TRT +1 RT+TR T733T "dfal 3?t 11 3Tt RRfad 33TRTR +t TRI 

Mt sirat t, +Mtfa; 3333 R33TT? fecTT3> 3fa RI^I f1 ?3 RTifat % 3TTCR HT 
3T& c(l«ld M ?llfacl ?fal Tflfan ?t?TT t | 3Tf^> RR Tt MMt ffaMfa facTT #1 

sfa W g Mt wit w? 3tt^ M ?nfan ?fa #ttt ^t 
Tilled 11 d-cddH RRITcRI M +61 f+ <J^d RRUcRI M Heed Mcxdl6 ^t 

ffaf f+T( ^ifa TR# Miftfa* QmIM $<b«ufd+ ##RT R RTH H?t fM7? I, 
?TT cR? M 33^ RRITcRI M 3^ fat +fa M *|Tf +t t I 333TR RRUTRI M «Rt

Sffa+td) 4i fat M +7?T fa> 3d^ Rgcil+ 5RT# # Tid'fa'ddd) TITSTI 3?t 
t, ?Tlfam 33+t fa?li 4i 37lM?7 +I «K+<K Ilal '’lldl I


	‎\\Rehan\g\ILHRP\mazhar work in Ilhrp\2003 - Vrinda Grover - Struggle for Justice - The Chattisgarh Mukti Morcha\Criminal Cases\news paper\sc0001.tif‎
	‎\\Rehan\g\ILHRP\mazhar work in Ilhrp\2003 - Vrinda Grover - Struggle for Justice - The Chattisgarh Mukti Morcha\Criminal Cases\news paper\sc0002.tif‎
	‎\\Rehan\g\ILHRP\mazhar work in Ilhrp\2003 - Vrinda Grover - Struggle for Justice - The Chattisgarh Mukti Morcha\Criminal Cases\news paper\sc0003.tif‎
	‎\\Rehan\g\ILHRP\mazhar work in Ilhrp\2003 - Vrinda Grover - Struggle for Justice - The Chattisgarh Mukti Morcha\Criminal Cases\news paper\sc0004.tif‎

