




92. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

[November 19, 1928^

CHI. MIRA,

Too busy to say much. Though I disagree with you in your 
estimate of the people here, I should be entirely satisfied for you 
to choose a place in Bihar to work in. The people of Bihar are 
certainly among the most attractive on earth. The Austi'ian friends 
left today.

Love.
Bapu

[PS.]
Your next letter should be to Wardha. I leave here on Friday, 

reaching there Saturday afternoon.
Bapu

Shrimati Mirabai

Khadi Depot, Muzaffarpur, Bihar

From the original: G.N. 8213; also C.W. 5323. Courtesy: Mirabehn

93. AWARD ON THE LABOUR UNION SUBSCRIPTION^

Ahmedabad, 
November 21, 1928

The Labour Union shall supply each mill with a list of its 
members working in the mills and the subscription at the rates 
prescribed by the Union shall be collected on all pay days from 
all working people included in the list. In case a dispute regard­
ing the fact of membership or resignation of a member in the mill 
is not settled between the Labour Union and the mill and re­
garding which the Mill-owners’ Association and the Labour Union 
also do not come to an amicable settlement, the matter shall be 
submitted to arbitration and the subscription shall continue to be

From the postmark
The Arbitration Board consisting of Mahatma Gandhi and Sheth Mangal- 

das Girdhardas gave the award in the dispute submitted to them for settlement 
by the Mill-owners* Association and the Labour Union regarding collection 
of subscription of members of the Labour Union.
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collected and paid to the Labour Union till the final settlement. 
The Union shall refund the subscription of any operative in respect 
of whom it is proved that he was not a member at the time of 
collection. The arbitrators hold that the current practice in the 
matter of collection of subscription involves the possibility of 
indiscipline. The arbitrators, therefore, urge that the formation 
of a Labour Union must have the fullest support of mill-owners 
and there should be no subscription of any sort.

The Bombay Chronicle^ 22-11-1928

94. LONG LIVE LALAJP

his youth he made of his 
patriotism was no narrow 
he loved the world. His 
his hold on the European

Lala Lajpat Rai is dead. Long live Lalaji. Men like 
Lalaji cannot die so long as the sun shines in the Indian sky. 
Lalaji means an institution. From 
country’s service a religion. And his 
creed. He loved his country because 
nationalism was international. Hence 
mind. He claimed a large circle of friends in Europe and America. 
They loved him because they knew him.

His activities were multifarious. He was an ardent social 
and religious reformer. Like many of us he became a politician 
because his zeal for social and religious reform demanded parti­
cipation in politics. He observed at an early stage of his public 
career that much reform of the type he wanted was not possible 
until the country was freed from foreign domination. It appeared 
to him, as to most of us, as a poison corrupting every department 
of life.

It is impossible to think of a single public movement in 
which Lalaji was not to be found. His love of service was insati­
able. He founded educational institutions; he befriended the sup­
pressed classes; poverty wherever found claimed his attention. 
He surrounded young men with extraordinary affection. No 
young man appealed to him in vain for help. In the political 
field he was indispensable. He was fearless in the expression of 
his views. He suffered for it when suffering had not become 
customary or fashionable. His life was an open book. His extreme 
frankness often embarrassed his friends, if it also confounded his 
critics. But he was incorrigible.

’ An article by Gandhiji on the same subject appeared in Navajivan, 
25-11-1928.
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