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Sifwarns polluting
industries have no
place in Delhi

By Our Legat Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday issued another
warning that polluting industries
cannot be tolerated as such units
deserve no mercy.

Concerned with the people’s
health and well being, the court
said over a lakh industries must be
relocated.

“Polluting industrics cannot be
tolerated and we want action im-
mediately,” a Bench comprising
Justice B N Kirpal, Justice Do-
raiswamy Raju and Justice Brijesh
Kumar said while hearing con-
tempt cases against Delhi chief sec-
retary P S Bhatnagar and Munici-
pal commissioner S P Aggarwal.

Despite its order to submit a list
of polluting industries by today, no
such list was submitted. Instead, the
authorities sought an additional
week or ten days to furnish the list.

Additional solicitor general Kirit
N Rawal said the Centre was op-
posed to the Delhi government’s
idea that residential areas, where
the concentration of industries was
up to 70 per cent should be con-
verted into industrial areas by
amending the Master Plan.

Rawal said it would mean re-
warding the wrongdoers at the cost
of the environment and against the
welfare of the residents. The Centre
was not opposed to the industries,
but they should not be allowed to
operate at the cost of environment.

Instead, there should be a
planned development of industries,
he added.

Rawal, appearing for the Union
urban development ministry, said

that it was childish on the part of
Delhi government to say that Cen-
tre was stonewalling its efforts to
relocate when they had no inten-
tion to obey the orders of the court.

Referring to the change of stand
of the city government after the vi-
olence on November 20, Rawal
said, “I represent a government
which wants to govern led by a
lcadership which wants to lead and
not to be misled by motivated man-
ifestation of mobocracy.”

He said “the Centre is as much
aware about the plight of worker as
anyone else” and added “in spite of
the inaction of the government of
Delhi, time should be given to the
industries to implement the court
orders on relocation.”

The court ad]oumed hearing till
Thursdayy

Lawyer Ranjit Kumar , who is
assisting the court, referred to the
track record of the Delhi govern-
ment in implementing court orders
and said unless the authorities were
put to strict time schedule nothing
could be achieved.

The court ordered that the Nodal
agency created in the Urban devel-
opment ministry would continue to
hold “the reins” in the implementa-
tion of its orders and all others
should cooperate with it.

Bhatnagar's counsel K K Venu-
gopal said his client would give an
undertaking in writing that they
would extend fullest cooperation to
the Nodal agency and would abide
by whichever time frame fixed by it
for relocation of the industries
from the residential and non-con-
forming areas of the Capital. ., ..
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