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. dustries in the residential areas
“in Delhi as a constituent of a
*'nodal agency under the super-

. vision * of Union
Development Minlsler Mr
Jagmobhan.

. According to Supreme Court
order. Delhi Government is sup-
posed to extend all possible

- help to the nodal agency in ex-
. ecuting the closure of polluting
units.

The drive initiated by the
Delhi Government came to a halt
last month as the owners of in-
dustrial units began an agitation
in protest against the closure.

" On the other hand, Lt
Governor Vijai Kapoor had or-
dered the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) not to execute the

closure independently aftere ag- -

itations broke out in the Captial.
*  Now, the nodal agency has
been entrusted to ensure the clo-

sure within four weeks. Any .

lapse on the part of Delhi
Government could be reported to
the apex court by the nodal
agency.

Thus, the official machinery
of the city Government will be on
its toes to implement the court
order.

» Minister for Industry Narender
Nath said he would chalk out the
line of action after going through
the court order.
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-Government in 1996 to recom- |
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Jagdish Sagar committee was.,
'appomted by the Delhi

mend suggestions for the Master"
-Plan 2001 regarding household
industries.

The commlttee had suggestoed
that maximum number of work-
ers. in household industries
should not exceed five and the
power consumption in such units
should not exceed five kilowatt.

The Sagar committee recom-
mendations clarified that no
household industry should be
permitted if it violated any statu-
tory norm regarding pollution
and if it was involved in the stor-.
age of any inflammable or haz-
ardous materiul without specif-
ic licence. :

The panel also clarified that
the polluting industries are those
which do not fall into the cate-
gory of hazardous and noxious
industries but which violate the
provisions of laws pertaining to
pollution.

Now, even if the Sagar com-{
mittee recommendations are:
brought into effect, barely
10,000 household ugits would
get exemption and thg remain-
ing would be closed by the:
nodal agency which has been
authorised to take the help of po-

The Supreme Court is sore at!
the failure of the- Delhi’
Government to close down the;

dentjal areas., v.:: .
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gives

4.Weeks

to shut all Delhi
polluting units

By Our Legal Comspondent
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday ordered the closure of

all polluting industries in the Capi- -

tal’s residential and non-conform-
ing areas within four weeks

A Bench comprising Justice BN
Kirpal, Justice Doraiswamy Raju
and Justice Brijesh Kumar directed
that the order will be implemented
under the supervision the Union
urban development ministry, which
it had named as the nodal agency,
with the cooperation of the Delhi
government, the Delhi Municipal
Corporation and the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority.

The court explained that this or-
der would not be affected by any

The court asked MCD to file
within 10 days a list of industries
functioning in the non-conforming
and residential areas indicating
their nature of activity, and *if pos-
sible whether polluting or not”. The
nodal agency would file its re-
sponse within five weeks.

All authorities, including the
Delhi police commissioner and the

DDA vice-chairman, have been

asked to render all assistance and
comply with the directions issued
by the nodal agency in compliance
of the court’s orders.

Bhatnagar's counsel K K Venu-
gopal said this matter should be
“treated as a lesson for future plans
and not for the purpose of punish-
ing somebody for

stay or injunction

granted by any [EEECITTYTLOTCI S contempt”. " e
‘court, and pollut- o . will be very un-
ing units irFx)0 non- | @ All polidting industriesinnon-" | fortunate, if a
conforming and | - conforming areas to be closed chief secretary
residential areas |- Withinh 4 weeks,ordersSC  : ‘| whq has taken
which had in- | ® TheUrbandevelopmentmin- 1 over. in March
stalled effluent Istry has to implement the order - this year, be char-
treatment plants | @ Nomore stay orders would be ged with disobe-
(ETPs) would allowed - v~ - < .| ying the court's
also be shut. orders since

About other industries located in
these areas and operating without
licences, the court said they would
be dealt with later. It reserved its

. verdict on the contempt notices is-
, sued to Delhi chief secretary P S
Bhatnagar and MCD commission-
er S P Aggarwal, and said: “Since it
‘is not making any orders on other
industries functioning in the non-
conforming and residential areas, it
“1does not mean the authormes will
‘sxt back and relax.” °

- The court had initiated contempt
acdon against Bhatnagar and
“Aggarwal on the ground that
‘ despite its repeated orders since
" 1996 to close and relocate indus-

tries, the authorities turned a blind

eye to the grave problem of poliu-
tion in the gam tal.

1996.” The consequences will be
far-reaching as it will be a setback
to his career,” Venugopal pleaded.

Counsel argued that there was
no question of contempt of court
being committed by Bhatnagar as
the court had never passed any or-
ders before directing the Delhi
government to close polluting in-
dustries. “Comtempt being a
quasi-criminal in nature, there
has to be a definite order and cer-
tainty of violation of that order,
which is not present in this case,”
counsel added. The city govern-
ment would in future abide by all
the directions of the nodal agency
in implementing the orders of the .
court, counsel assured.””

» Jagmohan hopes to persuade indystry
owners 1o shift - page 5 \)/P
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