





PM stresses unambiguous

et

/selectlon of pollutlng unlts

HT Correspondent
| NNM Dec 18

AT AN hig level
meeting with BIP
MPs from Delhi this

morning,  Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee empha-

sised the fact that
ollution-causing

industries in  the
T ocily's residential
' areas should be

unambiguously iden-
tified and closed as
per the Supreme
Court directive.

He also  asked
Union Law Minister
Arug Jlaitley to fix
the definition of
industrial uaits that
could be Jabelled as
pollution causing,
With respect to

yothes industrial umts .BJP leaders Lal Bihari Tiwari, Madan Lal Knurlna
in the ndn conform:'na an Saturday at Rajghat. Photo: R K Raj

g7arcast hers, the .
Prime” Minister. was in hvnux of
relocation. The small scale service
industries like laundry units, flour
grinding units and athers like auto
as well as cycle repair units, howev-
er, should be allowed to cantinue
in their preseat stale, it was felt.
Present at the meeling were
Urban Deyelopment  Minister
Iagmohan, Mr Anun Jaitley, Iwo
former chief ministers of Delhi --
Madan Lal Khurana and Sahib
Singh  Verma, Vijay Kumar
Malhotra, Vijay Goel, Lal Bihari
Tiwari, Anita Arya, Delhi BJP
president Mange Ram Garg,

. leader of the opposition Jagdish

1 Mukhi and Mayor Shanti Desai.

. " Bricfing ncwspersons, Mr Garg
said, it was felt that the Dell
Government should seek addition-
al time from the Supreme Court

i .
for i of i to

and SahibSingh Verma at a dhar-

farge number of indus-

developed  alternate  sites.
Alternate land could then be iden-
tified and developed with essential
services like water and clectricity.
He said, there were an estimated

5,000 “extremely polluting indus-
tries” which wauld be affected by
the Supreme Court order. But out
of these only those should be
sealed which were at present
termed fo be pollution-causing.

After the mecting, Mr Khurana
drove 10 Rajghat where a large
ctowd had pathered for the day-
long day dharna to press for prop-
er rclocation of indusirial units,
Among others present Ihere were
Sahib Singh Verma, Lal Bihari
Tiwari, Harsharan Singh Balli and
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri.

Addressing the huge gathering

trial unit owners and the workers,
Mr Khurana said following Mr
‘Vajpayee's assurance that the units
will be telocated he had decided to
suspend the dgitation. He pointed
Out that the problem dated back to
early 1980s. Al that time, DDA was
to provide 4,000 acres of land for
the relocation of the industrial
unite

Bul the then chiel executive
counciller Jag Pravesh Chandra
had declared that the land would
not be required. Had the land been
developed then there would not
have been any problem now.

Mr Khurana said: I have always
been against the closure of indus-
tries as it would lead to unemploy-
ment and displacement. Instead/
induslries should be relocated. ‘///
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