What we did was very wrong

(Engligh Translation of a Punjabl poem written on
16-9=91 by the well known Punjabi peot and writer
Santokh 8ingh Dheer- a membur of the CePsls)

L 1 3]
It Qas a big blunder on our part
to have killed the czar

Because thereaf:ier we ourselves -

had to becom czars$

Czars would desire

Sun should rise

on their biddingsd

When we took over

ve told-thg sun to geek

our permission befofe rising?
And to ask us as.

to how much to shine:

The Czar's Sword

Hanging from a peg

was decorating the

house of execitions

we took it off the peg?l

Like an Indian bride

We decora.ed the

House of exec:tions with
Bright Red .colours$

we @ comnitced a2 big mistake
in killing the czar

Because thereafter we ourselves

had tp beccme Czars e

contdes .2



SO

Czars left the scene

Diamonds which studded their crowns
became sad

wWe had to console thege diamonds
As crowns wefé no loﬁger there,
We fitted these diamoncs

into our shoes!

Pride-Ego

Na;,-all the five vices

were in sorrow

The czars had gone

we consoled all the five.

And then absorbed them

in our own blood arteries,

we comnitted a.big mistake

in killing the csar

Because ther-after.

We ourselves had to become czars.

(Translated from Punjapi in
Nawan Zamana by Satya Fal Dang)
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Ranking ,gani/e rankles -

Punjab conditigh none too rosy

by Moha/n Guruswamy

HERE is something not quite
I right about newspapers and
magazines giving awards to
states as if it were a beauty contest.
It is the job of the media to inform
and even make comment leaving the
judging of performance to the peo-
ple. Besides it is downright unethi-
cal if the awards are dished out just
before the somewhat less objective-
ly chosen state went to the polls.
This is what India Today has done
in the case of Punjab when it ranked it
&S Tirst among Indiap states. To cony-
oun e President of India was
the one_who handed over the awayd
fending it an oICIAT TMprMatic. This
i§ indeed unfotfunat€ and it is bgst
that copstitutional authorities likeghe

President who should be well above
partisan poliigs kept away from such

Beauty parades where the criteion

¢an only DEsubjeclive.

f the governance of a state has been
good the people of that state have sel-
dom failed to reward the ruling party,
as we see In the case of West Bengal.
which has posted the highest growth in
incomes over the last decade. It wasf"
another such India Today beauty con-
test that the wniter VS Naipaul casti-
pated Mw&iwihingn\x'est Ben-
gal, when the facfs are guite contrary
“to that. There is about as much Marx-
{sm in Wesi Bengal as there is in Pun-
jab, thank God for that, as the practice
of Marxist orthodoxy is not possible
under our constitutional arrangements.

There can be no-denying that with
Rs 30,701 Punjab has the highest per
capita income among the states in
India in 2004-5. There are many rea-
sons for this. But most notable 1s the
Tact that 85.15 per cent . and. in
P_}T__ﬁ*ﬁb is arable with 89.72 per cent
of 1t with irrigation. More than half
of ﬁme huge central gov-
Ernment projects, Bhakra Nangal

Jbeing the most notable among them.

I Equally notable is the fact that
Punjab has benefited by a dispropor-
tionately large recruitment into the
ar—méa'é%a—g_—— paramilitary Torces giv-
ing a good many rural families in
the state a second stream of income.

The fact 1s that Punjab has had the
highe8PPer capita income in India
since 1950. But what should cause

concern is the fact that this grow(

raje.has now slowed down Consider-
ably. In each of the last five years

Punjab’s growth has been well
below the national growth rate.

ven if just the performance of the
financial year gone by was employed
as the criterion, the growth was 5.9
per centat 1993-94 prices as
OPposed T Mafanal average of
7.7 per cent. Surely this should
weigh as much as the actual placing
when what purports to be recogni-
tion for good governance is handed
out by the President of India?

While the growth of income is prob-
ably the best indicator of the success of
a government, there are several other
criteria that need to be considered. It
fas often been said that prosperity is
the best contraceptive. But this is
apparently not so in the Punjab. With
the highest per capita income in the
country one would have thought Pun-
jab’s population growth ranking would
have been commensurate with.its .
income. That honour must go to the
state with the second biggest per capita
income, Kerala. The population
growth in Kerala was a mere 1.1 per
Cefit as opposed to Punyab’s 1.85 per

cent. As a matter of fact all the other

South Tndian states and West Bengal

are beller than Punjab jn this regard.
ompounded to this is the fact that

the sex ratio in Punjab is also a none

30.1 per cent while the decline in
A= “was by just 7.3 per cent.
Mind you the per capita incomes of
both these states are pretty ¢lose. But
what makes Punjab’s performance
truly unacceptable is that it is worse
than states like West Bengal (49) and
neighbouring Himachal Pradesh (36)
which come nowhere close to it in
the per capifa income rankings.
Similarly even in terms of average
life expectancy Punjab rates lower
than Kerala by as much as three years.
If the rankings are to measure how
developed the states are then one of
the major factors that need to be given
prominence is the female literacy rate.
It has a high degree of relevance due
to the linkages it has to child health,
If good governance is
considered to be a
factor, Punjab can
hardly be considered to
be among the top
performers

nutrition and primary education.

The female literacy rate in Pupjab
was 63.55 per cent a good 14 per cent
below that of Kerala. The decadat—

too happy one. It was 874/T000 1n
200T having dropped from 882/1000
in 1991. Only Haryana had a worse
performance than this.

Things all over the country have
improved somewhat when the ratio
moved upwards from 927/1000 to
933/1000 between 1991-2001..
Every other day there are harrowing
tales in the media about aborted
female fetuses being recovered in
Punjab and while there is no accu-
rate data available on this it would
seem that in terms of female infanti-
cides Punjab should rank quite high.

Another related statistic that should
cause concern is the relatively high
infant mortality rate (IMR). It was
ST7T000 as opposed to Kerala's
1171000 in 2003. But the more

important point is that in thc.decade
ending 2003 Kerala IMR declined by

«change 1n Temale [iteracy rate for Pun-
jab was only around 13.14 per cent
and this was lower fhan the country’s
average of 14.39 per cent. This and
the adverse sex ratio should be consid-
ered a huge demerit when judging
standards of governance. When it
comes to the number of students in
primary and secondary schools Pun-
jab’s performance 1s truly shocking. It
is 137 per 1000 population, whereas
the national average is 181.

In fact, school enrolment jn Punjab
is the lowest in India. It is little won-
der then that in terms of the compos-
ite Human Development Index too
Punjab has rio e well. Between
1981 and 2001 Kerala improved by
0.138 to 0.638, while Punjab moved
up by just 0.125 to 0.537. The whgle

country during the same period
moved up by 0.160 to 0.472.

Given the abundance of irrigation
and the willingness of the Punjab
farmer to innovate, Punjab has for
long been one of the main granaries
of India. Its performance in agricul-
ture has always been spectacular,
but we must not forget that ajmost
90 per cent of agricultural land is
irrigated and there now seems little
prospect of extending that further.

Therefore, the answer ftes in a
spectacular rise in farm productivity. |
Unfortunately that has not hap,~
pened, due to a variety of factors,
many of which are beyond the con-
trol of the state government.

But there are factors that lie well
within the influence of the state gov-
ernment, and here the effort in Pun-
jab has been found wanting. The
annual percentage industrial oytput
growth rate for the period from
1993-94 to 2003-04 was 4.97 per
cent for Punjab while the all India_ =
growth rates stood at 6.19 per cent.
Worse 1s the trend In industrial value
addition. It has stubbornly remained
at 2.9 per cent of the national total.

The real answer te this riddle can

be gleaned from the sluggish imple- |

mentatjon of investment plans.in
eneral. Against the national imple-

mentation ratio of 38.1, Punjab’sis
28.3. Its share of the total national
investment in projects in 2004 was
just 1.3 per cent of the Rs 20,74,894
crores invested in projects in India.
K}As a matter of fact Punjab comes last

fin the list of the larger states with an
Jinvestment of just Rs 27, 269 crores.

The performance of Punjab has not
been a particularly good one and the
people of Punjab have much to be
dissatisfied about. We have no prob-
lem with it being chosen firstina
beauty contest where income is the
sole criterion, but if good gover-
nance is considered to be a factor.
Punjab can hardly be considered to
be among the top performers.

The elections in Punjab are due in a
few months and people will judge the
performance of its government dur-
ing the last few years. The only thing
going for the Congress Party s that/®
the choice is between them and the
Akali/BJP alliance. Betwsen the
devil and the deep sea' B
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