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- 1 was born on June 7,
1924 at Jehlum (now in Pa-
kistan). I was educated at
various district headquar-
ters in Punjab due to regu-
lar transfers of my father.
I graduated from the pres-
tigious Government College
Lahore (Capital of West
Pakistan) in 1944. During
my student days, I was
active in the student move-
ment as also in the free-
dom movement. While I
was in 10th class, I orga-
nized a strike in my School
(Balmukand Khatri High
School} in Amritsar on
January 26, 1940, which
is now celebrated as Re-
public Day. Further I took
part in various strikes in
College days at Layalpur
(now in West Punjab) on
students’ demands. 1 was
very active during great

Bengal Famine in 1943-44 / Union

in collecting funds for ren+/
dering help to the dis-
tressed people.

After completing my
studies, I joined the
Sarvodya Programme of
Gandhi Ji alongwith a
friend by going to a village
and cleaning the streets
and by dispensing medi-
cines for elementary dis-
eases to poor people in a
village near Amritsar.

During the days of par-
tition in 1947, I worked
actively for amelioration of
sufferings of refugees from
and to Pakistan and saved
the livesef many innocent
victims. After this, both of
us were offered Officer’s
jobs by the Government but
I declined because Con-
gress had accepted parti-
tion of the Country. My
friend accepted the job and
retired as DPI in Punjab
Government.

I joined the Communist
Party of India and became
a whole timer of the party.
The life of party whole tim-
ers was very hard. 1
alongwith other whole tim-
ers in the CP1/AITUC used
to get monthly wage at the
rate of Rs. 20 per month
during the fifties. Any of
us who got monetary help
from family members or
friends had to deposit it in
the party fund.

To live in a monthly
wage of Rs. 20 was quite
difficult even in those days
when we were young. What
I did was to eat four
chapatis with free dal at
Dhaba at 10 AM and eat

four chapatis at 6 PM.
There was no money for tea
or break fast. Rs. 5 was
spent on other necessary
items. This went on for
many years. The wage was
raised to Rs. 30 per month
which the minimum wage
for unskilled workers fixed
by the State Government.
None of us was satisfied
because we had dedicated
our lives for the revolution
to bring socialism in the
country. It was a question
of dedication to the cause
of socialism.

I was elected secretary
of the Punjab State Com-
mittee of A.L.T.U.C. during
that period. I was electe?
a member of All India Gen-
eral Council in 1953 and
its/all India Vice president
in 1994. I wrote my fir$H

/book on History of Trade
Movement in
Amritsar in 1980.

In the Communist party
I was elected the secretary
of Amritsar City’Commit-
tee of of CPl and subsequently
of state council and state
Executives of the party. The
Amritsar Unit of the party
took part in elections to the
state Assembly and Munici-
pal Corporation. I also took
up all national and Inter-
national issues.

During the period 1980-
1992, when terrorism held
sway in punjab, I was
among those who mobilised
and involved not only the
workers but all the people
against terrorism and sepa-
ration inspite of all the
dangers involved. An all
party committee was
formed for this purpose.

We organised Prabhat
Pheris and Mohalla Meet-
ings in various parts of the
city. The committee includ-
ing CPI(M), Congress. BJP
Janta Dal and Akalis wa

|formed at ny) initiative

Parduman Singh

general meeting of textile
workers. One of our Com-
rades was having meetings
of Brick Kiln workers. We
heard the news of Atwal’s
murder. We consulted the
leaders and the workers of
both groups and decided
to take out a protest march
in the city. With Red flags
and about two hundred
fifty workers and their lead-
ers raised the slogan of

1“ATTWAD WAKH AND

MURDA NO HINDU RAJ
KHALISTAN JUG JUG JIVE
HINDUSTAN.” We marched
to the Hall Bazaar upto
Kotwali and returned to
Katra Jaimal Singh and
then to Pink plaza Hall
Bazaar, the shopkeepers
got up from their seats and
praised the bravery of com-
munists and Fruit venders
distributed their fruits
freely amongst the
processionists and praised
the bravery of the Commu-
nists.

Some Communalists
destroyed the model of
Golden Temple situated at
the Railway Station and a
crude bomb was exploded
by terrorists near Shiwala
Bhaian. We organised &
@eertanarbi@' in the
presence of Guru Granth
Sahib at the Railway Sta-
tion. We invited the lead-|
ers of other parties to come
and address the gath?ring.
Ffom there we organised
a procession upto Shivala
Bhaian. The Parbhandhak
Committee of Shivala
Bhaian arranged the
Langer and sweets for the
processionists.

Some Terrorist tried to
muddle in Trade Union
work. The AITUC and the
CITU Left Trade Unions
gave a call for General
Strike in the CltV on 31 st

dand asthe secretaryof tive*
city committee of CPI I
acted as convener of this
Committee.

During eighties and be-
ginning on nineties
Amritsar was the epicen-
ter of terrorist activities in
Punjab. The Communists
took on their activities very
bravely without caring
about their own safety. I
give below a few instances:

On the day Punjab po-
lMce DIG Atwal was shot
dead at the steps of Golden
Temple Complex, we were
having a previously fixed

May, 1984, we- requested
the workers to bring sticks,

hockeys, kirpans alongwith
them. Thousands of work-
ers came from Chheharta,
Haripura, Batala Road,
came in processions to
Putlighar Chowk where a
big rally was organised.
Afterwards we came to
know that some young ter-
rorists had collected in the
Gurdwara Pipli Sahib,
Putlighar with an intention
to attack the workers. One
religious minded person
who was also sympathetic
towards the workers told
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them that you are a few
people whereas there were
thousands of armed work-
ers in the Putlighar Chowk.
Hearing this the terrorists
ran away. Another aspect
of this strike and rally was
that the then S.S.P was
inimical towards the com-
munists. Although previ-
ously he was informed
about the strike and the
rally, he sent only two con-
stables and a head con-
stable with sticks to guard
the rally. Actually he
wanted a clash.

After thatthe rally took
out a procession to the Hall
Bazaar and Kotwali and
Jallianwala Bagh, to the
Golden Temple complex
and returned via Katra
Jaimal Singh to Pink Plaza.

We brought out thou-
sands of hand bills and
posters. We held Prabhat
Pheries and Mohalla meet-

ings, throughout the city |

and organised rallies and
processions at different

places. The result was that|
inspite of throwing co ._’sj._..

tales and Heads oj Pigs
before the_telgs}/s'/ and
Gurdwaras thexg’ was no

communal incident in
Amritsar throughout the
ten yeaxs of terrorism in
Punjab.

It was announced from
Darbar Sahib that Ekta
Bhawan Putlighar which
was the Headquarter of
Communists should be
attacked and destroyed.
Some sympathisers told us.

@asked the whole tim-
ers and some other close
Comrades to come and
guard Ekta Bhawan. About
15 Comrades collected and
stayed for about 15-20
days. One illegal Pistol and
a few Kirpans were pro-
cured and stones and
bricks were collected at the
top of Ekta Bhawan. Com-
radesgave 24 hours enard
duty. Food for them
brought from their homes
and houses of other Com-
rades living nearby.

As per decision of the
All Parties Committee,
many public meetings and
processions were organised
in which the leaders of all
parties participated. The
result of all these activi-
ties was that the people of
Amritsar got involved in the
fight against terrorism. The
proof is that inspite of
throwing of Cows’ tales and
heads«of pigs by commu-

ow the Steel was Tempered”!

nalists, no Hindu.Sikh
clash took place during the
entire period.

During this period CPI
contested Punjab Assem-
bly elections from Amrit
west constituency.in (Qgi;-[Q— —
CPI candidate, Comradd/>
Satya Pal Dang won b
more than ten thousandzf\
votes by defeating the then'
CMMQJ
Giani Gurmukh Singh
Musafir. Irrl 1969, he de-
feated veteran Congress
leader Jai Inder Singh. CPI
won this seat 1VJt1mes In I?

fall these elections, ] was
{the ch .f organiser of the

Amritsar icipal ]
Committee in 1967 Sub-
sequently | was nominated
by the party for the Dis-
trict Grievance Committeg
mgict PriaTnning ’
Bdard. I did Commendable
wor ese above men- n
tloned bodles for develop
ment of poor abadis andn-

ql] aslums in Putlighar, n,
Haripura, Chheharta and '

e CPl in Amritsar alse
too part in all national and
international events. Dy
ing wars with Pakistan, @
organised canteens for the
Army personal going to-
wards the border.

During Vietnam war we
organised processions
against imperialism.

During the American
inspired attack on Chief
and murder of its presi-
dent, we organised a two
hours strike in all facto-
ries and took out a proces-
sion.

During trade union ac-
tivities, I got interested in
the field of social which was
a neglected field at that
time in the country. This
interest was heightened

when lwas.naminated 10

participated in various ILO
National and International
seminars, in one which I
was elected chairman of the
drafting committee. I was
also made Chairman of a
group of social secuarity
experts which drafted a
comprehensive law on so-
cial security Experts
Labour Law Association

"and Friedrich Ebert .

Stiftung Project. 1 was
nominated by AITUC to the
Regional Board of Employ-
ees State Insurance Cor-

On Page 12
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poration and remained a

.member for nearly 20

years. ] was nominated by
AITUE as a Trustee in Cen-
tral Board of Trustees of
Employees’ Provident Fund
i T977 and continues to
be a Trustee of that all In-
dia-high level body till date.
The entire corpus of nearly
over Rs. 166,000 crores of

" rupees, vestes in this Board

and it manages the Em-
ployees Provident Fund
Organisation throughout
the country. This fund has
a membership of 42.74
crore workers- being one
of the biggest social secu-
rity organisations of the

AN
/\ A forindustrial workers who

“the 80s, I conceived

an old age, disability and
survivar's pension scheme

are members of Fund. I put
my proposal before the
Central Board of Trustees
and eventually the Govern-
ment of India proniulgated
such a pension scheme for
nearly 40th crore private
and public sector employ-
ees on 16.11.1995. In In-
dig apart Trom Government
employees in the other
employees in industry or-
in- Public Sector could
dream of getting pension
after retirement. This pat-
tern was subsequently
adapted by Bank and In-
surance employees, Jour-
nalists and University
Teachers. |

In a function held on

23.11.95 on completion of
one year of the scheme, I
was hailed as Father of
Pension Scheme by
Sangma, the then Labour
Minister, Dr. L. Mishra,
Secretary to Government of
India, Department of India
and at that time Secretary
General, Lok Sabha said
that I should be awarded
a Golden Scroll of Honour
for my contribution in
evolving the Pension
Scheme and making it ac-
ceptable to the workers.

At present nearly 35
lakh retired workers or in
case of death during em-
ployment their widows and
children are getting pen-
sion.

I felt that not enough
was being done for devel-
opment and extension of
Social Security in India,
even by the Trade Unions
as well as by the Govt. 1
mooted the idea of form-
ing the Non-Government
Organisation (NGO} which
was to be a non partisan
organisation. At my initia-
tive and with the active help
of R. K. A. Subramania,
former Chairman of the
Central Board of Trustees
of Employees Provident

Fund apd Addl. Secretary

jatio ndia was
formed ig 1991 and was
inaugurated by Dr.
Manmohan Singh, the then
Finance Minister, govern-

ment of India.

I continued to be

founder President of this
organisation. [ gave up this
office of my own 2- 3 years
back. The governing body
elected me as Emeritus
President of life. This
organisation, is a body of
high level social security
experts academics, Labour
economics, former func-
tionaries of International
Social Securities Associa-
tion and International
Labour Organisation, Of-
ficers of Social Security
Organisation.

The two biggest Social
Security Organisation i.e.-
Employees Provident Fund
Organisation and Employ-
ees State Insurance Cor-
poration are its interna<
tional members. This as-
sociation is devoted to re-
search, study, training and
development and extension
of Social Security in India.
It has already held many
seminars, workshops,
training camps, round
tables in all parts of the
country as well as an Asian
seminar and has brought
out many publication. The
association has won Na-
tional and international
recognition in a short pe-
riod of ten years.

I have authored many
books on Social Security
in India. Asia Pacific and
in developing countries of
Asia, Africa and South Af-
rica. These publications
include: -Social Security
and struggle for human
dignity in the developing

New Age Weekly
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countries, published in
1988 in English and French
by world federation of Trade
Unions. -A report on ex-
empted Provident Funds as
Chairman of a Committee
of CBT. A manual of So-
cial Security in India. -So-
cial Security in Asia and
Pacific.

4 New approach to mini-
mum wages as measure of
social protection in three
volumes. (Co-authored
with R. K. A. Subramanya,
Secretary General, Social
Security Association of
India.

¢ A monumental com-
parative study of Social
Security System in 36 de-
veloping countries of Asia,
Africa and South Africa.

4 Protection for the eld-
erly, the disabled and the
survivor’s in India at the
threshold of 21st century.

4 Two booklets on Em-
ployees Pension Scheme in
English and Hindi as well
as in many regional lan-
guages.

4 UN year for the elderly
1999 -towards a society for
all ages. (as Editor) -Health
protection in India in the
year 2000.

¢ Unemployment Ben-
efit schemes in Developing
Countries. A case for un-
employment scheme in
India.

Five of the above men-
tioned books have been
published by the German

B

foundation Friendship
Ebort Stiffling, copies of
these books were sent to
ILO and ISSA and these
both level organisations
have praised my research
work in Social Security.
Some of the books have
world wide circulations.

I used to send two cop-
ies publication to Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
(ILO) and International
Security Association (ISSA).
Dalmer D. Hoskins, Sec-
retary General of IS SA
wrote to me:

“I should like to extend
to my sincerest congratu-
lations on this comprehen-
sive volume which consti-
tutes an excellent compen-
dium on the historical
background and features
of the wide range of old age,
invalidity, and survivor’s
schemes existing in India
at the National, State and
Enterprise levels. It also pin
points some of the crucial
issues being faced in this
field of Social Security. This
publication will therefore
be an important addition
to our library and I am sure
will be widely consulted by
those wishing to have a
complete picture of the
various types of Social pro-
tection in India for the eld-
erly, the disabled and the
survivors. “

With my renewed
thanks and wishing you
continued success in your
excellent efforts at dissemi-
nating information of So-
cial Security in India, [

remain.
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Saturday Extra :

‘He struck the nght chord

HIS year the RSS
celebrates the birth
centenary of
Golwalkar, kngwn to
his followers as Guruji. He
was the second in line after
Hedgewar, who founded the
organisation in 1925 and
undoubtedly, the principal for-
mulator of its creed. He
remained its head and chief
spokesman for 33 years till he
died in June 1973 at 67.
Amongst others in paying
homage to him will be leaders
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad,
Bajrang Dal and the BJP.

Not many of the tribute-pay-
ers will bother to read what
Guruji had to say about India’s
past and future but will never-
theless vie with each other in
praising him. No one can deny
that the BJP and other right-
wing Hindu parties acquired
the status they enjoy today
because of Guru Golwalkar.|
We owe it to ourselves to
know more about him.

Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar

was born_in 1906 at Ramtek

near Nagpur in a Brahmin
family. Bfahmimw 1S important
because Brahminism forms as
important aspect of his views,
leadership of the RSS as well
as other fundamentalist Hindu
parties.

All have been Brahminically
top-heavy. He was educated at
Banaras Hindu University
where he came under the influ-
ence of its founder Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya
(Brahmin) who was nominally
a member of the Congress
Party but effectively a right-
wing Hindu.

For a while, Golwalkar toyed
with the idea of becoming a
sanyasi-scholar but was per-
suaded to take active part in
tackling societal problems. He
joined the RSS in 1940 and
was later nominated by
Hedgewar as his successor and
second sarsangchalak.

Golwalkar’s _thinking was
much influenced by Veer
Savarkar (also a Brahmin).
Both supported the caste sys-
tem, asserting the superiority

of the Brahmins over other
castes and the need to keep
their lineage free of contami-
nation by inter-marriages with
other castes. Both regarded
Islam and Christianity as non-
Indian because they originated
outside India and believed that
lunless they recognised India
as their fatherland and holy

nNiiand, they were to be treated as
_Isecond-class citizens.

Both believed in the superi-
ority of the Aryan race and
approved of Adolf Hitler
extermainating millions of
Jews in gas chambers.
Nevertheles they supported
Zionism and Jewish State of
Israel for no other reason
than it was_forever waging
wars agatnst
bours MC_M_ILS_IH‘DS.
Istfamophobia became an

integral part of Hindutva.

THIS A
KHUSHWANT SINGH

VE ALL

L.K. Advani calls it a “noble
doncept”. He named the Port
Blair airport after Savarkar,
They have a life-size port rall
of him in Parliament. Najma
Heptullah paid a floral trib-
ute to him; Mukhtar Abbas:
Naqvi Shah and Nawaz:
Hussain are active members|
of the BJP. We are never|
short of opportunists.
Returning to Golwalkar, 1

had read his Bunch of Letters |,

earlier and put it out of my
mind. [ didn’t know of his
We Or Our Nationheod
Defined. It was published in
1939 and carried by the RSS
journal Organiser.

It has been republished with
the full text and A Critique by
Shamsul Islam by Pharos Press.
It substantiates all of what I
have said. Golwalkar’s concept
of a nation is as fellow: “.. thus

applying the modern under-
standing of ‘Nation’ to our
present conditions, the conclu-
sion is unquestionably forced
upon us that in this country,
Hindusthan, the Hindi Race
with its Hindu Religion, Hindu
Culture and Hindu language
(the natural family of Sanskrit
and her offsprings) complete
the Nation concept...”

Sanskrit ‘was never the spo-
ken language of the people
who used their regional lan-
guages, some of them like
Tamil and Malayalam claim to
be older than it.

Sanskrit remained largely a
monopoly of the Brahmins.
There are other assertions of
the Indian Aryans glorious
past which are more fanciful
than historically factual. To
me they appear to be fabrica-
tions. You make your own
judgment.

Nature’s miracle
On the moming of February 6 I
was sitting in my back garden
watching birds. It had suddenly

got warmer. The day before 1
was looking for a sunny spot to
bask in; this morning I was sit-
ting under the shade of a mango
tree. The chrysanthemums
which were in full glory a week
earlier looked bedraggled and
woebegone. A few yellow jas-
mines came into flowers on the

| was amazed to see
over a dozen blossoms
on different branches of
the peach tree.

creeper covering my back veran-
dah. They looked spectacular in
their pristine gold. The peach
tree, which is my favourite for
a fortnight in spring, was still
flowerless. I was in the garden
for three hours before I decided
to turn in for my mid-day meal.
I took a round of my garden. As
I came to the peach tree I was
amazed to see over a dozen
blossoms on different branch-
es. It had performed the mira-

cle in less than 80 minutes.

In /{Jamboree in
Q// Lucknow

The BJP in its Lucknow ses-
sion, planned to take out a mar-
riage procession,

To wed a Sundari — the Delhi
gaddi.

But what about the groom?

In the BIP grooms grow like
mushrooms

Though underage,  its
President declared in rage

“Who else, but I and I alone?”

Last time Advani was
Vajpayee's sarvala

So this time he is ipso facto
deserving varmala

And manohar’s murli sang a
different vani

Never! never! Advani.”

Their ally Nitish Kumar

Being a born Bihari

Says “None else than Atal Bihari.”

But Vajpayee in this battle of
aar paar

Will definitely favour his lan-
gotiya yaar

{Courtesy: M.G. Kapahy, Delhi)
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Govt approves Rs 3,150 cr
for developing holy city

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR; May 5

In a move aimed at turning
434-year-old city into a
business hub and a world-
class tourist destination of
North India, the Punjab
government today approved
Rs 3;150 crore master plan
for developing this holy
city.

While announcing this,
Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal declared that a
separate Amritsar Develop-
ment Authority would be
set up fo put development of
infrastructure in and around
the city on the fast track.
The Chief Minister felt
that the city’s infrastructure
had not kept pace with its
glory. But, now the govern-
ment was committed to pro-
vide best possible facilities
to match its importance. He
described the holy city as
the spiritual, religious, eco-
wd_m%sligegijal
of the state and felt that the
government would make all
round efforts to make it as
the best city in the world.
The Amritsar Develop-
ment Authority would plan,
execute and oversee all
developmental activities in
the city while preserving its
historic character. Speaking
at a session on ‘Vision Ppn
jab-2012: Towards ild
ing Amritsar’, organised by
the Confederation of Indﬁ' an
Industry (CII), Badal also

came out with an action
Pa——_

Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal inaugurates the subsidy distribution function at
Guru Nanak Bhawan in Amritsar on Saturday. industries minister Manoranjan Kalla and
BJP MP Navjot Singh Sidhu were also present on the occasion. Photo; Rajiv Sharma

plan for industry and invit-

ed participation from entre-
preneurs and industrialists

of Rs 40 crore within one-
and- a-half year. The gov-
ernment also plans to set up

EL(_)iec. Besides, Rs 312
rore nad also been ear-
marked for strengthening
to put the state as the front the water supply system,
runner on industrial map of solid waste management
the country. and setting up of a sewerage

Badal also announced to tggﬁrig)—tfm—f(gjmmﬁé in
complete the much- talked- view ample scope for
about elevated road to the tourism in the city, Rs 105

Golden Temple by Decem-  crore had béen set aside for
‘Ber 2008- Unfolding devel- its promotion.

opment bonanza for the The Chief Minister
holy city, he said the ambi- declared that the pristine
tious projects envisage.an glory of the local medical
investment of Rs 2, 567 college woull BE restored
crore for the urban trans- and upgraded besides con-
portation and road netwark,  structing the district admin-
including the elevated road  istrative complex at a cost

————

state out of which the first.
one would be set up in the

city, he added . -
He declared that a Mﬁ

groduct Special Economic
one (SEZ) would be set up

in ihe city with the consgp
of farmers besides a’
uct-specific SEZ at Goin
wal Sahib industrial cem-
plex. oreover, theé™ no
power .cut period’ for the
Lomplex had been extende
ffrom 2010 to 2015.
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'Get the JEWELLERY Checked on WK
GOLD CHECK MACHINE (Karet-meter)

) JEWELLERS PRIVATE LIMITED
~ (AnISO 9001 : 2000 Certified Showroom)

Grand Inauquration

by Chief Guest

/ Guest of H'nour
Mr. Mandip Singh (Manna}
Gen. Secretary Youth Akali Dal /

Mr. Guljar Singh Ranike

Minister for Animal Husbandry, Fishery, Dairy Dev.,

Welfare of SC/BC, Sports & Youth Services, Punjab
You are cordialy invited at the Opening Ceremony of
Amritsar’s First IG1 Certified Jewellery Showroom &
Punjab’s first 100% Hallmark Jewellery Showroom

on Friday 18th May, 2007
10:00 AM onwards
at 32-A Ceetee Mall, Mall Road,(Near Ebony),
y Amritsar. Tel.: 5011222-333-444
e-mail: pssethsons@yahoo.com

‘ lgormerly Hira Lal Premnath
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