RS MANI Tamilnadu)
BiographicalNote

Bomon 10 Febmaryl1937,helosthis parentsarly,atthe ageof 8 years.Brought
up by relativeson mothetrs side.He passedhis SSLCin 1953.He usedio runalibrary
regularlyin Chennaiwherehe cameacrosdfNew Age andotherperiodicalsandbooks
on labourmovementlt wastheseliteraturethatinfluencedand shapedis future life,
particularlythe political life. It convincedhim ofachangin society. The 1955 assem
bly electionsof AndhraPradeshalsogreatlyinfluencedhis politicaljudgementwhich
showedhecommunistsnightform agovernmentBesideshewasgreatlyattractedo
Nehm,whomheadoredike abhakt.Heusedo attendall hismeetingsandlistento all
his speechesOncehe attendedhis public meetingon the MarinaBeachevenwhile he
hadhigh fever. His own ideaswereinfluencedby thethe socailismofNehru.

While his family wasan orthodoxone, he himselfbecamea worker for the
ordinarypoorandanatheist.He workedasa stenofrom 1955to 1978.He usedto
do hisjob half-a-dayanddevoterestofthe dayto tradeunionandotheractivities.

His first TU activity wasamongthe sweepersand scavengerbelongingto
the Adi-Andhrasandthe Harijansliving in variousareasof Madras Chennai).
Thesewere very militant people,and they would all go on strike or any other
actiontogetheron the slightestprovocationandpretext. Accordinto TRS Mani,
thescavengerbadaverygood'weapohin thenightsoil: thecity populationcould
not afford to allow it to accumulate.In thosedays, it hadto be collectedand
carriedin buckets.Mani led andparticipatedn severalinterestingstrikesof the
scavengers.

Attendingcentralparty schoolin 1974andthenvisit to to Berlinin 1974-75
furtherchangedis life.

On returningfrom Berlin, Gopu of stateAITUC askedhim to take up the
chargeofthe stateTUC office, whereheis working since.He is the presidenof
the KalpakkamCoop Storeandlooks aftertheir Union. Mani is activeamongthe
textile, constructionand otherworkersandkeepstouring the statein connection
with thework.

TRS is one of thosefew TU leaderswho keepsregularcontactswith the
NGO sectorandthinks their role is very usefulandinformative. He hasbecome
particularlyinterestedn theproblemsofthechild labour.He hasorganisedseveral
seminarandmeetingonthis subject.

TRS Mani thinks that the tradeunion mevemenincluding that led by the
AITUC shouldcomeout ofthe mentalityof ‘Moscowdays.

He is at presenta secretaryof TamilnaduAITUC.
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RS MANI Tamilndu)
Transcrigive note

Theinterviewwasheldin theoffice of TamilnaduAITUC on22 March2005at4
pm. Mani hadbeenvery helpful in thework of oral history, andthereforeknewwhat
preciselywas expectedof him. He was appreciativeof the worth of the work, and
readily andsystematicallyansweredhe questions—KrishnaJha,Anil Rajimwale.)

I lostbothmy parentquite early, atthe ageof 8 years.So, | wasbroughtup
by my maternalincleandmothers sister.After passingny SSLC,it wasalibrary
thatinfusedmewith ideasof socialchangeandsympathyfor theworking people.
The books andperiodicalsin the library in Chennai,particularly the New Age,
helpedme shapeup my ideas.BesidesNehruswasa greatinfluence.His social
ism | foundverynearto life. | listenedto everyspeeclofhis. Once,evenwhenl
wasrunninghigh temperaturel, wentwith my friend to the MarinaBeachto hear
Nehrus speechlying onthebeach.

| comefrom anorthodoxBrahminfamily, andamtheonly oneto havestrayed
outdifferently. My family would objectmy meeting thosé peoplé.e. revolution
ariesand the trade unionistsand the communists But they did not put up any
serioushurdle.| took up ajob asstenoaftercompletingmy SSLC, during 1955-
78. It wasapart-timework, with partofthe day devotedo socialwork. My boss
thereoncecontested?anchayatlections,and | worked againsthim. He took it
sportingly.Hewontheelection.

| keptmy studiesoftheliteratureregular,sothatmy entryinto theworkingclass
movementvasnot accidentabr dueto thewishesof someleadersputdueto my
own convictions.l remebeto haveoinedaprocessioragainsthe Americans,in
which an effigy of PresideniNixon wasburnt.

My first tradeunion activity wasamongthe sweeperand scavengersl. had
severalkcontactamongtheharijansandbackwardsin fact| haveneverunderstood
this castebusiness| neverremembewho is whatcaste.

So therewere a numberof Adi-Andhras, Harijans amongmy contactsin
Madras. They were very good people,very militant, with lot of solidarity and
friendshipandcooperationTheywould go on strike atthe slightestpretext,evenif
it wastheirownwrongdoing.Once,during a strike the ladieswere ssitting around
in militant mood. | waskeepinga watch overthemfor any mischief. One of the
ladiessuddenlydisappearedaking advantagef my inattention.It waslaterdis-
coveredhatshehadpouredabucketof nightsoil overoneoftheblacklegswhich
wasin factreportedby thepolice.

Thereweremanysuchincidents.

Marxisteducatiorin the 1970sin the longtermschoolsandotherstudieshelped
mealot to work amongthepeople.P. Karuppanaleaderin the ChennaiCorpora
tion, andwhowasoneoftheleadersofthe 1946strike,helpedmealot in organising
the municipalandsanitaryworkers.| becameafulltime workerin thetradeunion



ove ent in the id-70s. It was during the statelevel AITUC confthat
A.M. Gopuaskede tojoin the stateoffice. Thusl enteredthe state-level
activities,anda theresince.

| haveworking a ong a wide variety of workersall overthe state. |
haveorganisedheconstructiorworkersin severakentrestheyrecentlyhave
had a state-widestruggleand dha as and arrests.| regularly go to the
Kalpakka whereanE ployees' CoopStorehasbeenorganisedpfwhich
| a thepresident.

LAtely, | havetakenlot ofinterest,andl think thattheyarefilling lot of
spaceof the TUs andthe parties.They are doing lot of goodwork for the
peoplencludingtheworkers,andwehavealot to learnfro the . Theyare
well-organisechndtheyprovidelot ofinfor atiopn. | attendtheir se inars
and eetings veryregularly.Unfortunately thisis ore atthepersonalevel,
andthe AITUC andotherorganisationshouldtake ore interest.l wasac
tive duringthe WSF.

| haveco e tobe ore interestedn tehproble s ofthechild labour.|
havegot the AITUC organisea nu ber of eetings andse inars on teh
question.

| think thatthe Aituc andthe TU ove ent in generalhasto change
drasticallyandadoptnewideasand ethods. Theyarestill living in theold
world which hasgonefor ever. Now new situationandnew sectionshave
co e into being.
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