N TH THIRTH

nantha Thirathais now 70 yearsandis easilyonethetallest ITUC leadersn
Karnataka. He wasborninto a big landlord Brahminfamily in village of Mudbagalin
1934. He belongedto afamily of atotal of 16 children. He did his schoolingin a
‘nationalschool madein the daysofthe freedomfight. His uniform was Gandhicap,
thusthosevaluesofthe freedomstruggledid perculate. His friend circle wasvery good
helpingthe weakerstudents. He thenstudiedin Vijaya College. One of his brothers
joined Indian ir Force.Thendid diplomain Textile technology. Cameinto TU
movementafter beinginfluencedby the speeche®f M.C.Narsimharand Suryanarayana
Rao andby readingbooksof PPHand on Chineserevolution. He canspeakTamil,
Hindi, andthe SouthIndianlanguagesin 1953-54hewastouring Tamil Nadu. He was
deeplyinfluencedby Sir. C.P.Ramaswampaikarandhis deepcriticism of Brahminism
thoughhe himselfwasa Brahminandhis critique of castesystem. He learntsmall
engineeringvorks like welding, turning etc. He dual qualitiesof honestyand constant
desireto fight injusticewhich he realizedin the courseof his working with various
proprietors. He tried to getthemto allow work for 8 hoursand 12 hourswhich theywere
doing butthoughhe lead but got in thosedaysgot betrayedby the 32 workersofthe
small engineeringunit and he resigned. Thene workedin small laundryunit andthere
alsohe had a fight with the proprieterandfought. He marriedin 1962. It wasa simple
marriage. Howeverhe continuedhis TU work in which he faced severaestsby way of
the fact thatthe managemenwvasusing all underhandnethods. fter his marriagefor
his TU he pawnedthe gold he got from his in-laws. In the Gaurifestival all wives bring
outtheirgold. s hiswife could notfind thatgold during the festival his relativesand
wife startedsuspectindiim of falling into bad habitsandlosing all the family money. It
wasthenthat his wife and he alsolater decidedto endtheir lives astheyfelt their



arriage hadfailed. It wasavery difficult tie for AnanthaTirthabut so ehow his wife
decidedagainstt andboth decidedto fight the difficult personakircu stances theyhad
to facedueto hisTU life. At thattie hewasworking asafactory assistanin
GessKeyen€o pany. Therehe organisedhe workersandfor ed unionsfor workers
andstaff e bers andhadto face any personabattlesandthe anage ent usedall
sortsoftricksto ake hi unpopulara oung workersandforcehi to quit. But the
workersrealizedthe sincerityandhonestyofhi. Thenheresignedin 1972fro hisjob
andbeca e wholeti e TU activistin the Davangherdextile ills areawheredueto the
CPI split and urder oftwo top AITUC leadershy CPM peopledueto intra-left rivalry.
So the challengefacing the existenceof AITUC in Davengerdorced AnanthaThirtha
andfive othersin Karnatakaall left theirjobs- AnanathaSubhaRao and others. The
situataionof extre e rivalry betweenAITUC andCITU contiuedfro 1970to 1974. It
wasa very toughsituation. In 'thatperiodin unionsin textiles, bauxite,che icals, andin
ajor and inor inerals andgoldin Kolar Gold Fields. AnathaThirathawas
associateaith all thesevery difficult industriesconnectedwvith ining andche icals
and inerals like alsocopper,chroite. Heworkedrelentlesslyagainsthe saleand
privatizationof public sectorines in basic inerals ashe saidthatwithout this the
whole edifice of all otherPSUin for e.g. railways, defenceetcall aredependedn
transferof copperetc inerals fro thegovt, ines. Addedto saleof PSUsis the onset
ofthe new achines andtechnologiesvhichin all sectordro textilesetcis re oving
labouri.e. achine isreplacing an. He wasassociatedvith the paper aking
industries, ollasses industry aking liquor. He orgainisedanddealtwith workersof
theseindustriesalso. He alsoorganisedhe ce ent industryworkers, sugarmworker
unionsin any ills andheled any strugglesn theseindustrieson all issuesaffecting
workers. Conductedany solidarity strugglesn the sugarindustry. Thenhe hasalso
organisedvorkersofrice ills. Heis oneofthe Secretarie®f KarnatakaAlITUC. Then
plywood industry, s all engineeringandunorganisedndustrieslike snuffindustry,
tailoring industry, loadingunloadingworkersi.e. ha alies. AnanthaThirathais
definitely a greatsurivivor andfighterin the TU ove ent of Karntaka.



ANANTHA TIRTHA, Banglore.
Theinterview with AnandiaTirtlia wla is now in his SOstoo provedto bevery imporuuitfrom tlie labour
history pointof view for he proviededa full glanceof llie TU histioy from die 40santi 5()s in Kanialaka.
He iKirrated his life storyhow he wasbornin afeudalrich Brtiliinin family andhow he for moretJnui 6
yearsworkeddedicatedlyin the RSSraid how modelswere Golwalkarwho he sawin ameetingandfelt
blessed. He alsonarratechow he fell outwidi the RSSanti movedinto die mainstrctuiilater. In betweerhe
narratechow heworked asa worknuuito alaundryshopownerdien asa workmancummiuiagerto a
mechanicshopownerjuid how' lie first orgiuiizetl his co-workersdierebutin die procesgot dirown and
now he cameout of all diis and later joined a coinpiuiy asa workmananddiereheworkedfor miuiy years
andorganizeddie workersanddie w asremovctlandfimdly cmnefull time in die ti atle union. About die
TU movemente narratechow evenhis marital life at onejuncturewasgoing to collapsewhenhehadto
pawnevenhis wife’s jewelby to pay for thevariousexpenditureso savea particularunion which atdial



ime wasbeingdeniedrecogni ion. And asaresul all his wife’s rela ives hough he used o spendhis
wife’sjewelryin someillegi ima e ac ivi iesandhis wife asaresul decided o commi suicidefor shefel

i washerill-fae o havemarrieda m;m like. Aiuui haTir lia oo decidedo die bu his wife changecher
decisionin lie las momen . They producedonly onechild agirl. 1 wasalsoadecision akendue o lie
condi ionscrea edby heTU work. A im nlhaTir lia narra edn dep li lie variousunionshewasassocia ed
wi h from DavagcreTex ile Mills unions ha weremanyin he own of Davagcre. Then Kokir Gold Fields
unionswheremos of he woi keiaswere schedulectas es. Thenheworked unongahos of unionsin lie
chromiumminessec or,bauxi eminessec orandvariouso herminesrela edindus riesa.sKarna akavas
.icii in iron ando hermineral resources, riien he workedin chemicalindus ries,iron orc indus ries,and
variousunionsin he IT indus rieslike WIPRO e cin andaroundBmiglorcciy. Overallwha onege s
from lie in erviewwi h AnaiiihaTir lia is ha heis delini cly oneof hebig leadersof die TU movemenin
Kania aka.
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