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gl ANANTHA SUBHARAO

\ / Hewassonofamiddle schoolteacher. Born on 20" July, 1942 in Hassardistrict of
Karataka.Graduatedn science Wasinfluencedinto politics by M.C.Narsimharin his
collegedays. In thelate 1960sand 70senteredthe TU movementunderhis guidance.
In 1976wasintroducedby AITUC leaderdo work in theroadtransportunioni.e.
KSRTC or KarnatakaStateRoad TransportCorporation. Thenthe no. of workerswere
about46,000but now it is over 70,000.
OnMay ™ 1977- AnanthaSubhaRaoled thefirst AITUC strikein KSRTC. From
1977 hewaselectedone of the ProvidentFund membersof the KSRTC by the
managemenfrom the side of the workers.
From 1977AITUC becameaforcein KSRTC. By 1980the AITUC led unionin KSRTC
hadgrownto suchan extentthattheyhadto call themfor negotiations.
From 1970sAnanthaSubhaRaoand otherAlITUC leadershadbeenalwayspressinghe
managementhatthe KSRTC workersbe allowedto vote by secretballot to electthe
unionwho would be their representativehut this wasnot allowed. For this Anantha
SubhaRaoled manystrugglesandwasbeatenand arrestednanytimes. From'1985to
1987 he starteda struggleon this issue. Finally on 30" April 1987the KSRTC
managemenagreedo areferendunthatwould decideif thereshouldbe secretballot or
not. Thereferendumwvasheld andfinally workersvotedfor ‘secretballot.
On9 Dec. 1987- AnanthaSubhaRads AITUC unionwonthe majority in the secret
ballot defeatingall otherunions. Thiswasnot liked by otherunionsandthe

management. _
Thuswhenthe nextreferenduntook planceon the issueof secretballot on 4™ Jan. 1992

the INTUC unionin KSRTCwentto courtand stayedthe referendum. ThenAnantha
SubhaRaohadto fight along legal battleand political strugglein the HC andfinally the
SCwhich on 18" Feb. 1999 upheldthe HC decisionin favour of‘secretballot. But the

JD govtin the statecontrolledby DevaGowdadid not implementthe order.

From31* July 1997to 13" August 1997 AnanthaSubhaRao organisedand addressed
over 200 public meetingsall overthe stateagainstthe issueof privatization.

In 1983 AnanthaSubhaRaobecamehe G-Secofthe KarnatakaAlITUC andlater
becameéhe Asst. Gen. Secofthe KarnatakastateCPIl. Thenbecamaghe NC memberof
the CPl andthe WC memberofthe AITUC. OvertheyearsAnanthaSubhaRaoheads
unionsin variouscompaniedike MICO, WIPRO, VEDIA, Kirloskar, LIC, ESIC, and
Silk Employeeaunions. Apartfrom this heis also supportingthe pesanimovementn the
stateparticularlythe onegoing onin Hassardistrict on an eviromentalandlivelihood
issue.Overall AnanthaSubhaRaois a leaderofthe working classandis a manof great
integrity and ability to almostfanaticallyfight.



N NTH SUBH R O, Tnuisport Biuiglore.
nadia SubbhaRads interview wastinollier revealingoneasf;ir asundersUuidinghe TU movemenin
Kiimatakais concerned. nanlha SubbhaRads interview hasaddedsignificancegiven liic facttliat it
givesa goodaccountof die hadeunion movemeris historyin the caseof die road hansporsectorunions
iind dial loo the history of the KarnatakaStateRoad TransportWorkersUnion (KSRTC). nandia Subha
Raonarratedie history of the struggleof the KSRTC workersfrom 1970sonwiirds when ITUC did not
havemuch of ahold in themtill nowwhen ITUC is themain forcein die KSRTC workers. From leading
die May 2™ 1977 strikein KSRTC throughto getting the secretballot systemacceptedn 30* pril 1987
whenthe ideagot acceptedn areferendunat the statelevel leadingto die ITUC union of KSRTC
workersgaininginaiority and thereforedie right to formally represenit since 1987till today. Howeverdie
issueof secretballot got challengctiin 1992in die HC by ;in INTUC union of die KSRTC workers. But
dial challengealsotheywon in the Feb.18, 1999verdictby the SC. Theinterviewwidi muidia Subha
Raoshedsalot of light on ilie historyof the struggleof the KSRTC workersruid also he n;irratedhis
associatedtrugglesin otherunionslike in MICO, WIPRO, VEDI, Kirloskar, Police ConstabldJnion,
peasanstrugglein Hasstuihis nativedistiict, andoverall struggleagainstprivatization. Soin all diese
respectghe interview proveti to be very significant.
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