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This plan includes such major economic projects as the 
Soyuz main gas pipeline stretching for 2,750 kilometres from 
the Orenburg area to the Western border of the USSR, which is 
meant for supplying over 15>000 million cubic metres of gas a 
year to the European CMEA countries and the construction of 
which has been in the main completed; the 750-kilovolt power 
transmission line between Vinnitsa (USSR) and Albertirsa 
(Hungary) with a total stretch exceeding 800 kilometres--it was 
put into service at the end of 1978; the Ust Ilimsky’cellulose 
plant with a capacity of 500,000 tons of high-grade pulp a year; 
the Kiyembayevsky asbestos mining and enriching combine with a 
capacity of 500,000 tons a year;the instalment of new capacities 
for nickel and cobalt production with an annual capacity of 
30,000 tons in the Republic of Cuba, and some other projects, 
which are being built through joint effort.

The plan focuses considerable attention on the Qoint tackling 
of scientific and technical problems that are of particularly 
great importance for the development of the economies of and 
cooperation between the countries in the forthcoming period, 
especially problems bearing on fuel, energy and raw materials.
The agreed plan of multilateral integration measures also 
includes steps to specialise and cooperate production on a multi­
lateral basis, which require considerable capital investments by 
countries concerned.

At present, in the machine-building field alone, there are 
78 multilateral agreements signed on specialisation and cooperation 
in production, covering the output of more than 8,000 engineering 
items.

Specialisation and cooperation embrace also the manufacture 
of power-generating equipment, means of electronics, sea and 
river vessels, heavy-duty motor vehicles, special metal-cutting 
machinetools and fcrge-and-press equipment, tractor and agricul­
tural engineering products, diesel locomotives, machines and 
equipment for construction and for the industry of building 
materials, and many other sectors of production. A major result 
of cooperation is the creation of the Single System of Computers 
and the organisation of their production in the CMEA countries 
on the basis of specialisation and cooperation.
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The Communist and Workers' Parties of the socialist community 
countries are an inspiring and gliding force, of all CMEA’s 
activities. It is they that at all stages of socialist construc­
tion in the CMEA member-countries have worked out and continue 
to work out the strategy and tactics of cooperation between 
the fraternal countries.

In 1969, leaders of the Communist and Workers’ Parties 
j.nd heads of government of the CMEA member-countries, ,.t the 
23rd special session, formulated the main tasks ..nd basic 
lines of further cooperation and the 25th session of the
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance m 1971 adopted unani-

>mously a comprehensive programme for the further deepening and
perfecting of- cooperation and development of socialist economic
integration, a document of great political significance.1 *The fulfilment of the Comprehensive Programme helps CMEA 
member-countries to nmke fuller use of the' advantages of the 
socialist economic system and of the international socialist 
division of labour in the interests of promoting the economic 
and defence might and improving the popular well-being. At tho 
25th CPSU Congress Leonid Brezhnev pointed out:"Implementation 
of this . Comprehensive Programme has already significantlyA >deepened our economic interaction, and made our economies 
mutually' complementary to a greater extent to the considerable 
advantage of all concerned.1’

Cooperation in planning and especially in coordinating 
national economic plans is the principal method of organa sing 
cooperation between CMEA member-countries, of developing and 
deepening the international socialist division of labour. The 
drawing up by collective efforts of CMEA countries and bodies 
of an agreed plan of multilateral integration measures of the 
CMEA member-countries for 1976-1980, closely tied in with the 
Comprehensive Programme, was an important new step in extending 
and improving that method. The scope of this plan can be gauged 
if only from the fact that it embraces 28 major projects with 
an estimated cost of over 9,000 million roubles.
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