
Tho lion1 bio President of India,. / i
IPHJ7  D S LHgt / “

Hoopoetod Sir, ^\y

Wo, the following handloaa weavers residing
in Ponnori Tahik, Chingleput District, Madras State 
su trait the following appeal to the Presidents kind 
consideration and necessary action# We, being poor 
handloam weavers, are not able to get on with the. 
wages paid to us by the ms terweaver a and wo arc not 
able to make both ends moot in those hard days# we 
request that necessary steps may be taken to convert 
tho wgos raid to us as monthly salary fixing, that so 
much of cloth should bo given for a mouth# Separate 
limits may bo fixed for each variety of cloth# For 
the worldng of each loun 4 member □ are engaged and 
hence the monthly salary may be fixed considering 
the above said point. The Master Weavers business 
':x^ be ban . ed and weavers Go-operative societies may 
be organised and they may to made to give monthly 
salary to the weavers instead of the wages paid to 
them. If the proceediire which is in force is still 
continued, wc think that wo will bo nut to hardship 
and we will be forced to go in for begging, by vjhioh 
the old cottage industry will cone to an.end. Hence 
wo humbly request tho Honourable President to take 
necessary stops to implement our appeal and relieve us 
from our difficulties# Wo request that all oommuni- 
oations in this regard nay be mado to our representative 
wri P#G. Kothmidcxn, whose address io given seporately 
below.

Ue expect a favourable reply in thia regard from
tho Honourable Itesident

Wo beg to remain, sir,



P.G. Kothanda Chettiar, 
Paligapct, 
Kllmdaleribodu P.O., 
Portner i Taluk, 
Chinglernrt District, 
MADRAS STATE.

Copy To: Th-o Hen’bio President Qf”fedi„ }
The Hon’ble Hr i^.'inister Of India,
The Eon’hie I. inister for Industries,
The Hon’ble president of All India Congress Co..mittee
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Phone : 55-1563 

Association of Small Powerloom Units of West Bengal
Regd. Office : 43, Nanda Mullick Lane, 

CALCUTTA - 6.

Dated 26th April, 1961.

To \ / ,
The Union Finance Minister, \
New Delhi. y

Dear Sir,

While we had "been expecting total exemption from Excise 

Duties of all the Powerloom Units with three and four Powerlooms, in response 

to our representation made to you in that behalf we have been utterly
V *disapointed by the announcement made by you in the Loke Sabha on. 19. 4. 61 

exempting all the Powerloom Units with three or four looms from Excise Duties 

provided they work one shift only.

We are at a loss to account why such a condition has 
been laid down because none of these Units will be in a position to work for 

one shift only without incurring heavy losses for stopping work for the other 

two shifts.

We may mention in this connection that 3 and 4 

Power loom Units are the most uneconomic Units and they have been able to 

keep somehow their existence by working for full 3 (three) shifts. So to ask 

them to work one shift only, is to ask them indirectly to close their Units. 

So the result of your announcement, if carried out, would be the death-knell 

of all these Units and it would amount to taking away by your left hand what 

was offered by your right one.

Moreover, we have other difficulties toP in stopping 

work for other two shifts because we had to give an undertaking to the 

Governor of the State of West Bengal to the effect that eight refugee workers 

will have to be employed in cur proposed factory as a condition for obtaining 

Special Permit for acquisition and installation of four (4) Powerlooms. And 

now, if anybody be tempted to work one shift only, without thinking of grave 

consequences that may result theref^m, he will have to retrench workers for 

the other two shifts by violating the agreement with the Governor.

Contd.....  2
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Now the one conclusion that can he drawn from your 

announcement in the Loke Sabha on 19. 4. 61 is that you are prepared to 

forego the revenue income that may be accrued from these 3 and 4-loom units 

provided they work one shift only. And we say that none of these units can 

exist by working one shift only.

That being the position, we do not see any reason why T

all these 3 and 4-loom units should not be exempted from Excise Duties 

irrespect of the consideration of any number of shifts that may be worked in 

any of t he unde r t akings.

We may mention in this connection that it Was admitted 

by the Plandauthorities in their review of the progress made in different 

Industries during the Second Plan period that, expected progress could not 

be attained in the textile industries. So while the overall'Government 

policy is to increase production by all means in order to meet the increased 

demand and thereby counteract the inflationary trends in the prices of textile 

goods your policy if adhered to, will diminish the total production of the 

country.

In view of the above there is no .justification

whatsoever to ask these small units to work one shift and shut off work in 

other two shifts in order to enjoy exemption from Excise Duties.

Vie, therefore,, request you in the interest of higher

production of textile goods which is so much needed at the present moment and 

also in the interest of the survival of the small scale textile industries in 

in the country to waive this condition of working one shift only and grant 

them exemption from Excise Duties irrespective of the number of shifts that 

may be worked according to the suitability of the units concerned.

Copy to:-

1) Prime Minister, 
Republic of India, New Delhi.

2) Union Rehabilitation Minister, 
New Delhi.

3) Minister of Commerce and Industry; 
Govt, of India, New Delhi.

4) Union Law Minister, New Delhi.
5) All M. Ps '.

(Shyamal Dasgupta.) 
Hony. General Secretary.

Association of Sjgall Powerloom Units 
of West Bengal.
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6pO5> ^72/^0 dou 615 J

0—1—0

0—6—0

0—6—0

28. si^L-^-sb ^,[9 19 ©^^0^/00

19. arEeoja ty.sy.uj, 18 Gsgji'n Gieiuiu 15—0—0

20- aiFlso'iauSl^&y G-biuiu 18
Ga^ib oH.eE J 0. 4—8—0

21. Q-L—sSeb GljuJG 10 i^sEsnjaai^ 0. 1—4—0

22. U-L-SEgO 00650 ty-6S>d 6BT G<TG0l/ ?
GlbUJlU 100 06l56O)<9><^0 0. 2—8—0

23. ^^65)^ ^i'b^ airdjl Gmiuiu 18 1
Go^^^ti>(Sj J 0. 10—0—0

24. a_L_6i56O sEsoia inebeE Gibsard) 
(a) Gibtuiu (Lptpib epsijrp^jaQdj 
(b) Sbity. LJL.ty.60 G'blUUJ qpLpib

yjeinjsua^

0. 0—6—0

0. 0—5—0
25. O’S OS Ta^^GO UL.ty.GO Qps,® 

Grbiutu 18 Ga gjra^) rbtV) 0. 3—0—0
.26. dT^Ttra^^lGO UL.ty.60 EsQ c^/60 'l 

eV 0/ aaaas 18 Ga ^pra^jb(^ J 0. 6—0—0
27. GoTT&nGH Ta^^teo al aS) ^soso 

aaaas G^ujuj 18 0. 3—0—0

29. GdrTTITHJTo)y geo'll— UeJIGBBTtG 
speor

30. Ganss auitri woyev&rQ
yJ6BT 0)/<g0

0. 25—0—0

0. 3—8—0

0. 2—0—0

GlbU.HU
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2. (o/Z>t5p/zn $$60 ^66^T$6TT6rr ^jU^UUGSlL— dil^eSlUS'!60 G>&irrr6lHGM 18 Q&gg$$ d^60) (W). 45—00
61~ GOT JQ/ 6TT 61T 65) 0. 50---00 ^^><5665 (o <£ ITlfi ILf ID , ^IT^fr 18 Ja~g6I ^T). 35 00
ernSr ^Grrcrres) 0. 40—00 <^<£<s Q> & irifi iLj Lt>, Gp&fr&n^iS® 18 Q^egtn a^sSl 0.42—00 otgzi ^z err err &n

47-00 c^«<s (o«n ifillpD, 2^ ^/iB60ir> 6^657 65) ZF U_@ Q> & IT IT 6& 6>1 dA^sS 40-00 67657 ^6)7677 65)^0.45-00
Q^crSlu^w, 2> 1^, I2 QPIfi'b ^^>60ic> G<s>trn-&ymj u0T6u!r66>L-dA-6Q 35—00 6tgstjniGrreiran di

0.40—00 QdurfliLiLt), iriaiT^&nu q/>u^6^Q<sfijj^i6n6rr^i.

3. (o&rru-fr2—50 «J/76)/<s0 0. 4—00 (o^trQ>&>rrifiujir> $iri£>rr6i5Ti'D 6T^m66r^tr<%

iQ611 $ S-eirorr^,

K. S. urriT^^eFfnT^l,
ajSwGuir.

A. C. ©©tfinfi
Giffin co mfr.

Copy to

1.

2.

^1(5- S^OLJIT <9iuS)6^L6VTIT, OcSFUurrQ^sfrr&ar.

aQ60ai_fT. Q^rnjcsnjUL^ ^Isbsvjfr, sm^^rTiSQuCemi__

3, ein’f^^qrrgi^gyen’CTr grebeon ul@ LD6ifl6iD8> (ip^6Dn6rf]sj(65a(^ii).

4^
/



Telegrams : “ POWERTEX Tcl&phciie : 15

The lchalkar.anji Powerloom-Weavers’ 
Co-operative Association Ltd., Ichalkaranji

rn ;
il Rly. Station :
Jr Hatkanangale (S. Rly.)
g Ref. No. EXC/453/13

( Dist. Kolhapur )

Date-. 28th March, 1961

To
HON’BLE SHRI MORARJIBHAI DESAI. 
Finance Minister, 
Government of India, 
NEW DELHI.

Sub.'.- Incidence of heavy excise duty on powerloo; units

•AV

having 3 to 4 powerlooms and request to continue 
the slab of 1 to 9 looms.

led Sir,
We are very grateful to you for having spared valuable

time and having given patient hearing to the deputation of our 
'.^^ Association which had put before you some of tiie grievances of 

; decentralised small-scale powerloom Industry on our side. Due 
'^ij.-’.to your inclination to consider some of the genuine difficulties in 
"V our way we take this opportunity to put forth some of them in 

the light of your recent declaration of 50 percent reduction in 
.^.Excise Duty.

2. We felt a bit relieved when you had declared 50 pci cent 
■ Tied action in the incidence, of. excise levy on powerloom units

having 3 to 4 powerlooms. In fact, newly imposed heavy im idence



(2)

was certainly ruinous to such units which had hitherto enjoyed 
total exemption of duty. Even though 50 per cent reduction has 
given them slight relief still they deserve much more for their 
survival. Similarly, units having 1 to 9 looms have been com
pletely ignored and aS such their condition has become still worse. 
However, your recent speech in the Parliament shows the sympa
thetic trend towards small scale industries, hence with great con- , 
fidence we put Before you difficult situation of small powerloom v 
units.

3. Even after 50% reduction in the enhanced duty, small 
units having 4 looms will have to pay Rs. 222/- per month which 
is indeed a heavy burden. Therefore, being helpless, owners of 
these 4 looms units had to resort to get their two looms sealed 
and thus avail of the exemption by running only two -looms. 
Recent reduction of 50% in Lduty practically means to impose 
duty at the rate of Rs. 37/— per loom per shift per month on the 
remaining scaled or idle looms. Hence it will be evident that 
declaration of 50% reduction to small units practically did not. 
have any substantial relief or exemption. Some further relief is 
really essential and inevitable for running of these small units 
and to maintain parity between the income, expenditure and the 
corresponding taxation on owners of such units.

. ..

... ’ ./ . . .-rd,, ; ’ •

4. Hence, we pray that this new rate of duty should still 
further be reduced by 50%. Moreover, it is very essential to 
continue the slab of 1 to 9 looms. Units which fall in this slab 
are no doubt bettcr-of than 4 loom units, but in no way their 
case can be compared with units of 24 looms. Therefore, it is 
but essential to retain the slab of 1 to 9 looms distinctly and 
separately as before, otherwise the very existence of such units 
will be in danger.



5. Being aware of numerous difficulties in the way of small 
powcrloom units such as higher cost oi'production, draw-:jack 1 
marketing their gopds etc., you have shown your pr- pmedness t 
safeguard their interest: likewise please feel that dab of 1 to 9 
powerlooms also deserve some special < omvinn ar , m h^nd.

Thanking you.

Yours .

S. FL Hup re

Copy forwarded with 
Compliments to:--

Gajanan Press. Mi raj



THE MADRAS STATE HANDLOOM WEAVERS COOPERATIVE SOCIEP7 LTD., 
"Balasundaram Buildings", 

34/1-A, Pantheon Road, Egmore, fedras 8.

t : 2 V361

Dear Sri Shripad Amrit Dange,M.P., -

In continuation of my letter dated 3-3-61,
I enclose herewith a copy of my letter dated 20-3-61 addressed 
to the Finance Minister, Government of India regarding 
exemption of excise duty proposed on cotton, rayon and stable 
fibre yarn. I requ^^ you to take up this matter with the 
Minister for Finance/in Parliament and do your best to get 
exemption for all counts of yarn consumed by the Handloom 
Industry.

Yours sincerely,

(M.P.NACiyMUTHU) 
PRESIDENT'



THE MADRAS STATE HANDLOOM WEAVERS COOPERATIVE SOCIETY LTD., 
"Balasundaram Buildings",

34/1-A, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Madras 8.* * • *

Sri Morarji R. Desai, 
Minister for Finance, 
Government of India, 
NEW DELHI.

Date: 20-3-1961

Sir ,

Sub: Proposed Excise duty on Cotton, Rayon and 
Staple fibre yarn - Representation^ 
Regarding -

as follows:
While confirming our telegram of date reading

"MORARJI DESAI, MINISTER FOR FINANCE, NEW DELHI"

"MADRAS STATE HANDLOOM WEAVERS COOPERATIVE SOCIETY 
THANKS HON’BLE FINANCE MINISTER FOR INCLUDING ONE 
TO TEN COUNTS OF COTTON YARN DELIVERED IN HANKS 
FOR USE BY THE HANDLOOMS IN THE GROUPS OF Y^RN 
GETTING EXEMPTION FROM THE PROPOSED EXCISE DUTY 
C-TOP EXEMPTION NOW GRANTED WILL NOT GIVE FULL 
RELIEF TO THS INDUSTRY UNLESS COUNTS 40 UPWARDS 
ARE ALSO GRANTED EXEMPTION STOP IN RECENT 
MONTHS PRICES OF FINE AND SUPERFINE YARN HAVE 
GONE UP WITH THE RESULT THE'COST OF PRODUCTION 
OF HANDLOOM FABRICS HAVE CONSIDERABLY INCREASED 
AFFECTING BOTH INTERNAL AND OVERSEAS SALES OF 
HANDLOOM FABRICS STOP WE PRAY THAT THE HON’BLE 
MINISTER WOULD BE PLEASED TO GRANT EXEMPTION 
REQUESTED FOR AND THUS SAVE THE INDUSTRY AND 
MILLIONS OF WEAVERS DEPENDING ON IT

M.P.NACHIMUTHU
PRESIDENT"

we are indeed grateful to you for the further
exemption which you have been nleased to announce in the Parlia
ment for counts of yarn 1 to 10 besides counts of yarn 11 to 40 
already announced in the original proposals of Excise duties. 
It is our considered oninion that even the exemption now announced 
by you will not give adequate relief to the Handloom Industry.
You are already aware that quite recently prices of fine and 
superfine counts of yarn have considerably gone un increasing the 
cost of production of fine and sunerfine cotton Handloom fabrics. 
In this connection, we wish to' point out that due to a slight 
increase in the standard of living in the country even lower- 
middle and poor classes of people are taking to handloom fabrics 
of fine and superfine counts. In view of this the Handloom 

Industry is consuming in an increasing measure yarn of finer

Contd



-2-

counts also. It is natural that the increasing cost of produc
tion of these varieties of cloth will affect their sales in the 
country. You are also aware that a good portion of these 
varieties is also exported. Due to keen competition from countries 
like Japan, Hongkong and China, our sales of Handloom Fabrics 
in over seas-markets a re gradually going down. Further increase 
in the cost of production of the fabrics, is sure to weaken 
our position overseas. Therefore both from the Point of view 
of internal sales and of export of Handloom Fabrics, exemption 
from Excise duty is very essential for rine and superfine counts 
of yarn also. We, therefore, in the name of the handloom 
industry and in the name of the millions of handloom weavers 
employed therein, appeal to you to give exemption for the 
other varieties of cotton yarn also.

Of late, handlooms are also consuming an 
appreciable quantity of Rayon and Staple Fibre yarn for the manu
facture of sarees, lungies, cholies etc., We therefore plead 
that these types of yarn consumed by the handlooms are also 
given exemption ^f*rom the operation of the Proposed excise 
duties.

We hope and trust that our representation would 
receive your best and favourable consideration.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

(Sd) M.P.NACHIMUTHU

pRESIDENT
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.... EXCISE DJTY ON FOUR POWER LOOMS CAUSED ALL POWERLOOMS CLOSED TWENTYT HO SANDS 

- LABOUR unemployed ten days passed imwediae decision solicited great cricis staple 
* artsilk Yarn prices increased so percent.

powerloom bunkar union.

C/-T 21/00. 
MISHRA.

A

This form accompany any enquiry respecting this telegram.
I. A. P. Delhi 1961—9000 Books.



.......we in a batch of about too su.l weavers are coming for 
demonstration BEFORE PAHI^ENT as protest against levy of EXCISE TO S4ALL- 

SCALE WEAVING UNITS AS ALREADY INTIMATED STOP THE MOFCHA WILL REACH DELHI ON

APRIL...

MaDaNLAL BUNK! CONVINER TAXATION OPPOSITION ENGRAM SUITES 

. RUST/MFURA SUFMAW® SURAT...

i

This form accompany any enquiry respecting this telegram. 
FiST$2W0HEa Delhi 1961—9000 Books.
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This form accompany any enquiry respecting this telegram.
I. A. P. Delhi 1961—9000 Books. '
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