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Dear Brothers and Slsters,

Let me, first of all, on behalf of the World Federation of
Trade Unions which unites 133 million workers on all continents,
extend to you and your Congress our warucst fraternal greetings,

The %World Federation of Trade Unions is aware of the fact
that your country was for nearly 200 years ruled by the British
imperialists, until it gzained its 1lrdependence in 1947, The

colonial rulers oppressed your .eople, denicd them thelr democratic

rights, suporessed the trade union movenent-in fact, barred

all cultural, social and economic developient of your seople
and cointry., The working class throughout the world is well
aware of the bltter struzgle wazed by the workers and the people
of India against British imperialist rule to win their national
independence, It also %nows that the trade union movenent of
your country made a big contribution to the success of the
liberation struggle.

The World Federsgtion of Trade Unions has always supported
the struggles of the peoples everywhere - in Asia, Africa and
Latin America, against colonialisn and imperialism, for freedom,
peace, democracy and socilal progress.

The World Federation of Trade Unions is convinced thst
only stronz united action by the working clsss, by the workers
of the whole world, by the national liberation movement and
by 21l peacc=loving peosle can defect the imperialist policy
of agz:ession and avert the danger of a terrible catastrophe.

- It is with these aims in view that the %World Federation
of Trade Unions took the initiative in organising a broadbased
International Trade Union Committee for Solidarity with the
Workers and people of Algeria when they were carrying on their
heroic battle for national liberation. Towards the same end,
the World Federation of Trade Unions has taken the initiative
in forainz an International Trade Union Conmittee for Solidarity
with the Workers and People of South Vietnam, and similar
committees for solidarity with the workers and peoples of
South africa and Aden.

The 6th World Trade Union Congress which was held recently
in Warsaw from October 3 to 22 further reiterated its full
support for this struggle of the peoples everywvhere, The Sixth
YWorld Trade Union Congress was a trade union event of great
International and historical importance, Over 159 nillion
workers were represented from all corners of the world, includ-
ing more than 20 ~illion workers fron trade union organisations
not affillated to the WFTU,
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The 8th YWorld Trade Tnion Consress underlined the fact
tnat the workers, their irade union organisations and the Jsonles
of the world has wor. far-reaching wvictories 1in their fight to
free themselves fron the colonial yoke and that the colonial
wo:1ld is shrinking systematically.

Their victories are the outeome of the heroic and united
struggles, actively supported by the successes and the policy
of besoe’ of (the socialistlicany andiby - interndtionad ‘solidarity
@ RS o pke 'S 1ana b ade ln Tl on s Hnoisii M o T e 5

The 6th World Trade JUnion Congress warned, however, that
Cespitc the heavy deferts and disintegration of the colonia
systen, thc colonialists refuse to abandon theirdo<rination,

The aggressive actions by the irmperialists in various parts of
the worléd confirn this. The U.S. imperialist war of interven-
tion in South Vietnam against the national liberation struggle
of the South Victnamese people, its acts of war =zainst the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, its continuance of the ccononic
blockade of Cuba, its arned intervention in the Dominican
Republic, are evidence of this,

The inperialists are seexing to maintain their positions
by also adoptinz a more complex instrument of domination,known
as neo-colonialisn. Neo-colonialism, at the present stage,
corresponds to the international develovment of the monopolies
whiech are aimin: at collectively exasloiting, for their own
profit, the developing countries, In this, the American mono-
polies and the U,S, government, as the worst enemies of the
peoples, are playing an increasingly harnful role and resot to
more gnd nmore disgusting methods with the ain of establishing
theiriagente in Power tinthe Pevelopring countries.

In addition, the American, French, Dritish and “West Gernan
monogolies are exploiting the wealth of developing countries;
they are hatching plots and are obstructing the progress of
these countrics towards a better life and complete independence.
That is the essential ain of the so-.called plans for the
economic, technical and military aid by the imperialist
countries to the developinzg countries.

Wationalisation of Xey sectors of ecconomy, especially of
forcign capital and investnents in deseloging countries, while
strengthéning the independent developrent of these countries'
econonics, hits both at the neo-colonizalist plots of foreign
monopolies and at the local vestec interests and monopoly
capital exploiting the workers in their selfish interests.

Against this alllance of the forelgn monopolies and
certain privileged sectdrs and vested interests in developing
countries, the joint actions of the workers, DoEnasie Jea s e list
and developing countries become essential. It is witn a view
to ceveloping these jéint actions that the WFTU took the
initiative in setting up the World Trade Union Committee for
Consultation and United Action ajainst the “Tonopolies. Its
two plenary conferences, alreads held, in Tecember 1963 and
Pecerber 1964 were broadbased and drew represeatatives from
.affiliated organisations of the WFTU as well as fiom non-
affiliated and independent trade unlon or:anisations, These
conferences unanirously cane to the conclusion, and now re-
affirmed by the 8th World Trails Union Congress, that in the
developing countrics' struggle for economic and Sogtal s IRerress
the licuidstion of neo-colonialist econonic relations is
essentinsl. This means elininating the direct grip of nonopoly
investments, ending discrininatory trode, ending the monopoly
domination in ship_ing, finance, iasurance, in the handling
of trade and other forms of monopoly influence and exploitation
in thege countries. The antimonopolies' committee has also
deciied to convene a conference in Necember thnis year on the
expansion 6f world trace in ordcr to trinz about an eguitabie
anlutian gnd avosngion | siserimination f world trade, woich
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assistance to ths cconomies of the developinz countries,

Neo-colonialisz also relies asn nilitary blocs and establish-
dent of military bases in other countrles for aliezed defence
purposcs, This gocs for HATO, CESTO and SZATO, The reeent
Japan-Soutit Kores Treaty is also the type of anti-democratic
and nilitaristic alliancc belng concluded in the Far iast under
the direction of the Anerican lagerialists, The WFTU considers
the establish:ent of lmperialist »ilitsry bases on other people's
lands as transgression of the independence of the 2coples of
these countries and de wands thelr abolition,

These concealed and open econoriic =nd wilitsry Lolicies
of neo~colonialists and their allies, the reactionary circles
ard feudalisn at lLiome, have alverse consegusheest LAduStrial
vackwardness, resistance to agnoeratic lang reform, a dron in
the 1living standards of the entire gopulation, une-ploy ent,
antl-trace union and anti-derocratic TEasIres.

The WITU is fully aware of Lhe problen of food production
anc hunger in the SeveBloMTIE countries, not least in Tndis itsclrf,
We believe that in order to case this distrcssing sttuation, it
Is necessary, first and foremost, to strengtiien unity of all the
workers ‘'so that their trade union becomes the instruvent for
action and strug:le that Will allow then first to wea<en and
Lhen to put an end to the rule of monouvolies angd of prof{teers,
who are takin: adventase of the ey o f L heSiEntl o)

This is true bhoth &t national and international level,
The active solidarity of thé workers who are strugzling hard
azgailnst the exploitation of monouoly capicalism, on the one hand
the fraternal hely of the workers in the snclalist world, who
Are enga el in the construction of 2 new society, on the other
hand, zive a concrete evidence of the feelings of the working
class of the worli towards the: peoples of developing countrics.

The warn support that the workers in the capitalist world
bring to the strusgle for national lilter=tion and t.e Policy of
friendshi; of the socizlist countries in the form of invaluable
economic and technical aid, given free of any political or other
conditions, hased on respect ior nationsl sovereignty, equality
and sutosl benefits, have Played a basic role in the struggle
of the developin: countries for their total independence.

You know fro1 your own experience the truth of this genuine
friendshipy and sincere fraternal help being given to vour country
ani people by the soclalist countries, particularly the Soviet
Union, on a massive scale, to build and strengthen your publie
sector of industry, especially in respect to the basic industries,
in this scctor,

ar Brothers ahd Sisters, the balance of forces today is
decidedly in favour of those who are fighting for peace, freedon
and progress and is daily growing. The policy of the imperislists,
above all, of A~erican imperialists wh: have assigned to theme
selves the role »f the internatio al gendarn=e agalnst the national
liberation movenents and forces of progress, 1s doomed to failure.

The victorics alrezady won by the forces of pesce and frecion
against the warnongerin: and reactionary policics of the
inperialists o to srove tnis, € 4

‘he fight for seace, peaceful co-existence and for universal
and total disarmsqent, the WFTU believes, strengthens the struggles
for national liberation asg well and creates favoursble conditions
for the consolidation of nationel independence unu reconstruction
of national ecoromics of the countries which have already won
independence. This fight, however, in no casc means collaboration¥
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Or comprozise - din:the workers fight against the capitalists and
aonogolistsy dnitheir fisnt azainst exploitation ané for thelir
goaslcte ‘econonic’ andiseetallenanci pation,

However, an essentisl condition to defeat forces of war
anc rcaction, imperlalismy, colonialism and nec-colonialism,to
defend .eace, consolicdats indepcendence and develoy national
econony on an independent path, to hetter the 1ife and working
conditions of th:e workers and people, is the unity of the
workinzclass and its alliance with other sections of the toiling
veople,

The rezlisation of thls fact has led to the tremenioug
growth of workers' unity these past few yesrs. ‘intted tracde
union eentres nave been formed in many countries. On a continental
sczle, decisive steps have been taken. The Trade Inion Unity
Congress of Latin american workers met in January 19564, The
Sceond Congress of the All-African Trade Tnion Federation, walch
also met in 1964, wss an iaportant stcp towzrds stronzer unity
of the Africun traide union novezent., The TrisContinental Conferw
ence held in Yavana plsyed a vitsl role in cenenting the unity
of the anti<imperialist forces. .

y ]

On the continent of Zuroype; there is a growin: trend towards
united action between trrde union centres with different affilia-
tions. The "TTU welcomes this as, we believe, it is of the
utmost ivportance in the fight against the nonovolies and the
governzents which assist then. We sincerely hope 2nd believe that
tiie Indian workers will also be ables t: unite around their common
derancs. The AITUC has played a vital part in stimulating unity
Ain the past and ve xnow that it will continue to <o _so. - ;

The WITT welcones and supjorts -all efforts snd actions for
wor<ers'unity., Tivision in the tradec union movement helps ohly
tne exploiters, thc wonopolists, the neo-colonialists and the
rcactionary forccs, It is necessary for the worters to build
their unity on their common demands and interests, irrespective
of nationality, race, colour, religion, origin, language or,
political affiliation. It is only the exploiters and the re-
actionaries who utilisc these factors in splitting the workers
in order to weaken and disrupt their fight against exploitation,
for economic and social emancipation, Bi

The WFTU is aware of ths many gains that the Indian workers
‘have made during the past yesrs through their innumcrable struggles
and more recently, especially in the organised sector of industry
for securing thc right to get dearneces(cost of living) allowance
added to thelr wages in proportion to the rise in the cost of
living, and the right to get a jrofit-sharing bonus every y@ar
as also an addition to their wages.
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The WFTU is also aware of the series of struggles that the
worxers, let by your great orzanisation, the All-India Trade Union
Congress, are today carryins on to defend and consolidate these.
$ains and to make further advances., The recent widespread general
strikes in various parts of your country and involving millions
of workers, clearly demonstrated the growing unity of the workers
and trade unions, lrrespective of affiliatio n, during these
struggles, in alliance with other sections of the people. In
all this, the AITUC and its unions have playcé a %ey role, and
the wide upsurge of the workers in India in defence of taeir rignts
and for their deuands is an indication of their increasing !
militancy. We are hapyy to observe that more sections of workers
and peoyle - 1iddle-class enployees, doctors, professors,university
and school teachers, even smzll traders and businesgsien are being
drawn into the orbig of this upsurge. “e have particularly noted
the recent successful General Strike of 200,000 textile workers
in your zreat industrial city of Bombay.
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