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CIRCULAR

To General Council 7 August 1963
Members and STUCs

FOR THE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION QF ALL

AFFILIATED UNIONS

Dear Comrades,

You must have read about the Tripartite Standing Committee
meeting which was held in Delhi on 5 August 1963.

The meeting was called because the working people everywhere,
. especially in the trade unions, are moving against the high prices
and the conseguent fall in real wages.

The Great Petition to Parliement and the proposed March to
present it, the move for a protest strike in Bombay and other
places have also nad their effect in making the Government to
give urgent consideration to the price problem.

Covernment has failed to bring down prices as a whole and the
attitude of Food Minister, Sshri Patil, in refusing to take action
against the profiteers in food under the D,I.R., shows that the
Covernment is unable to execute any general line to control the
profiteers and bring down prices and ensure supplies.

But when failing to carry out a general line of holding
down prices, Government can take measures for partial relief.

On trade union pressure, Government has in this tripartite
committee, agreed tO take measures to see that every factory

. employing over 300 workers, open stores for its employees 1O
supply all essential food articles ot fair and controlled or
subsidised prices.

1f this measure cOvVers 211 the factories and construction
works, it will give significant relief to the workers. As a side
effect, the profiteers will have to reduce their anti-social
operations.

Hence, we request you to call meetings and report to workers
about the agreements arrived at in this meeting.

Unless we move, these things will not be implemented. The
employers and traders will sabotage under one pretext or another.,
The Government machinery may fail to provide supplies and so on.

1t is agreed that this must be done in four weeks and it
can be done.

If there are any mistakes, and if nothing moves within two
weeks from now, send us information by telegram OF letter on the
actual facts. We will contact the Labour Ministry immediately.

data on

In larger towns where/prices dre collected for computing
cost of living index, the trade unions should find out where these
descrepancies between the declared fixed rates and the actual
selling rates. They should write to the Covernment at the State
and Centre and also inform us.
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In the case of the workers in those wholesals kingdcms (5 s
big monopolists who own their nagars and the whole 1ife therc;
the problem of stores i1s easy to solve so far as organisation by
the employers goes. But there it is most difticult to get it
accepted by the monopolists, who have 1inks with the big wholesale
markets. For example, why there should not be subsidised falr
price shops in Tatanagar, Modinagar, Dalmianagar, Walchandnagar
and so on?

In these Nagars, the unions have to speak for the whole town
and the population. The tripartite agreement refers to such nagars
also.

The same is the case where large construction works under
contractors, lasting over six months, are being carried on. The
contractors and the shops are jn league with each other in all
their "shanty colonies". There too this problem mus® be attacked.

As all unions know, the fight against high prices and for falr
supplies is an impor tan® struggle today.

The AITUC has been not only leading the fight but it is also
giving constructive suggestions and solutions to seek immediate
relief in this vital problem.

The trade unions have &o play a twofold role = one of struggle
to get the relief and another of constructive cooperation and
participation in getting the schemes properly and promptly executed
when Government and employers agree to them.

Government and employers now have agreed to do the things
that are given in this circular.
get
Let us now move to/them executed.

So, meet your employer and discuss what he proposes HoWd O,

Try to meet him through your union. If you are not recognised,
it does not matter. Meet him as Works Committee or as a Committee
elected by the workers meeting for this particular purposc. 1t
possivie, tske other TU people with you, without raising any
questions of front, etc.  But move and get the shops.

Then wabtch how the shops behave, give your veople to manage
them, or help them. Make them into cooperatives latey o,
Just now do not wait to make them cooperatives under the law.
That will take time. Piret the employer must start the shops with
his capital and arrange supplies from the wholesale cooperatives

or Government and sell that at subsidised prices.

We are telling you 21l this because unless you move the
workers in this way, we shall not be leading and serving the
workers correctly. We must look into all details.

We know you have not got enough cadres to do all this.
But you can train them from the intelligent, sacrificing and
militant workers.

Just as we can manage a strike-battle, we must be ab
manage the seftting Up of a shop and running a cooperative
are part of the working class movement.
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We hope to learn the reports on a11-India scale when we shall
meet at the time of the Mareh next month in Delhi, in a big review
meeting.

With greetings,
Yours fraternally,

pP.S. Please share this circular AP D e
with other unions in your area e - ;f,;f»fjjjfrﬁ
ond initiate local activity by Fiv (8. . DINGE) /(7

joint meetings, etco General Secretary
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i Note on T.5.C,Standing Committee Meeting

* PRINCIPLE .OF LINKINC D. A, WITH CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
LCCEPTED | SE AL RIngs
cUx BATR PRICE SHOPS LND STORES. TQ BE. OPENED FOR EQUITABLE
: DISTRIBUTION o ESSENTI AL ARTICLES &1 REASONABLE PRI
ok 2L B does i KGGDSriwastaVQj'Secrotary;,AIQUC
The standing Commi ttee of’ the 2lst Session of the Indian Labou
:Conference met 'in ew Delhi on 5 “ughst 1968 o diseuss. the |
general labouy situation!sifce the! Tast ILC meetings i ThE Committoe
‘@iscussed in detail ‘the phefiomena’ of rigs in'prices of egsential
articles in the recent poriod; which 1s. one of" the'matn  Bauses
“of' dnqustrialtunrésty Cértain-decisionS'were!takén»@hich5 Al
implenented promptiy and effectively, will'po-%to’ rémodel t0 some
extent, the anxictics of the working class, :

S.R.Vasavada, Geéncral Secretary, INTUC, hid, on 1 Mgust 1963
issucdvag statement--demanding Linking 'D,4. with consumer price
timdices-in'alllpriaate“and'public-sector industrdes,  “The AITUC
and the UTUC immediately supportedc thisidemand: and alsordemandod
that the rise in D.A. should fully neutralise the rise in cost
‘ﬂcfwlgving@%»rt‘waﬁﬁalsa;urgedethatzthe,indexufigureﬁ should be
'Wrevised'to¢tfuly}ﬂ@flecththeﬁaetualqrisehand.fall:in ¥iving costs.

--'?*3é;L;Nandég‘ﬁhé:ﬁhiéﬁnﬂabéur Hiﬁiéf@rﬁiagréed_witﬁ~this
deriand-and stated that we should progress towards Linking D, 4,

r

%5 with consumer -price indices-in: the industries which are not
Liicoveérediand carry 'forward -the decisio

: ”ns:Of~Uage_Boa§ds;already
announced in wertain industrics. LG [y :

LT the Standing Committee mecting, the TU representatives
pointed out that thé price statistics collected by Government
inspectors to calculate the consumer price. indices are faulty,
They demanded that data on prices which should be collected
should not be the "econtrolled" prices as fixed by Govermment but
the ‘actual prices paid by thc consumers in the open market. It
was agreed that the.TU representatives will be taken into
confidence and consulted in computing the consumer price index,
Wherever there is complaint about the corresztness of tho price
statistics, the official concerned nng the TU representatives can
have a physical re-verification on the spot, In Bombay, the
Maharashtra Labour Minister, M.G.Mane and Se.4.Dange will go on
surprise checking of prices,

In order to provide the working class with articles of daily
use, specially food articles at reasonablo prices, it was agreed
that ih all moncerns where more than 30C workers are engaged,
stores will be opened by the employers Wwithin four wecks,

Consumer cooperative stores of
and the civilian labour officer
unions to get these socictics i
4ct; without any delay. The La
as one of their main work durin
sct will be .mended whcrever ne

workers will also be encouraged
S ¢nd others will help the trade
egistered wnder the Cooperative
bour Officers will consider this
g this period. Payment of Wages
cessary to cnable the employer to

deduct the cost of Supplies from wages, on being so ‘authorised by

the worker, Employers will pro
and also money for initial inve
foodgrains and other articles =a

Steps will also be taken +
stores in industrial localitics
Modinagar, Birlagnam, Dalmianag
not only industrics but even ci
lmmediately these shops and sto

For workers engaged on con
continue for six months or morc

vide accommodation for these stores
stment,  Government will provide
t subsidised rates.

© open fair price shops and such
. Tn townships like Tatanagar,
ar, etc,, where employers control
viec life, it was agreed that

res should be opened,

Stiuction work which is to
3 Such stores will be provided.

- G.L.Nanda warned
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¢.L.Nanda warned the employers that if the trading community
does not cooperate in *his and resorts to hoarding, profiteering P,
or blackmarketing, appropriate action under the Defence of India
Rules will be taken against them.

The Union Labour Minister will write letters to the lsic i
Ministers and the Labour ¥inisters of the States to give this %
programme a priority and explain this to the trade unions and emplo-
yers' representatives in similar meetings at State level. Such
tripartite Standing Committees should be formed in each State,
without amy delay. These should be presided over by the Labour

Ministers.

It was reiterated that the Compulsory Deposit Scheme does
not flow from the Industrial Truce Resolutiocn, However, this
Committee may discuss proposals for its modifications, if brought
forward by the participants.

The threat of general strike in Bombay was div assed., It was .
agreed that the Maharashtra Labour Minister will call a tripartite
meeting at the Statc level to discuss issues there. Thegdetion
Committee of the AITUC unions in Bombay had precisely demanded
this in its letter to the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.

The Action Committee of the AITUC unions 1in Bombay will meet
to discuss the outcome of this Tripartite consultation in Delhi.
The agreement to verify the prices and the cost of liwing index
in cooperation with union representatives ond to make changes
where it is found defective, the promise to open stores in each
factory (employing over 200 workers) for supplying essential goods
at fair prices within four weeks and the tripartite consultation
by the State Government, will be given due consideration by the
unions in formulating their future programuie of action.

As regards the bonus issue of textile workers of Bombay, the
Maharashtra Labour Minister-informed that the representative union
under the BIR Act 1s studying the latest balance-sheets of the
employers and will put up its demand shortly. He also stated that .
the AITUC will be informed of the position officially.

The proposal to set up Central and State Arbitration Councils
was postponed for consideration at the next meeting of the Standing
Committee at the request of the employers, who wanted time to
examine it in more detail.

The representatives of the trads unions were willing to wait
and watch implementation of these decisions.
&

It is now the task jin all frade union centres, first to seec
that the promised storcs are opened within four weeks by the employels
of all factories employing over 300 workers, including places where
construction works are being carried on frade unions should
immediately meet the employers to find out what they propose iGazde
and in what way the workers and employers can cooperate in executing
this very important measure. Where employers do not respond, the
unions should hold meetings and demonsgtrations and demand action
against such employers. y

Unions must take initiative, poth constructive and agitational,
in order to get this agreement implemented in practice. If the
unions succeed, the cost of 1living index, where it is manipulated
or wrongly constructed can be corrected.  Another gasn o (clalai S
agreement will be that where profiteering shops are fleecing the
workers, we can secure relief through the fair price shops at each
factory or industrial colony. .

The State tripartites rust be made to be active bodies in
carrying out this programme.

Above all, thc unions must be on the move for getting this




9 April 1963

Shri S.S.Patil,
1321 'D' Shanilwar Peth,
KOLHAPUR, Maharashira

Dear Com.Patil,

Thank you for your lebter (undated) received
by us on 6th April.

I am sorry that the invitation to attend
the General Couneil meeting of ATTUC here fronm
15th tc 17th April 1263 has not reached you. Kindly
treat this as an Invitation. Apendu is enelosed.

In the recent past, we have not issued any
particular circular to General Council/Working
Cormitiee rembers. Our circulars are generally
either to all unions or on trade basls and some
for State Committees. :

Hope to meet you shortly.

With greetings,
Iours fraternally,

h,
(KeG.Sriwvnstava)
Secretary
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Al.l INDIA INDIAN OXYGEN & ACETYLENE EMPLOYEES' FEDERATION

Regd. No. 4057

Pror. Y. D. SHARMA (DELHI)

Head Office :
ARG ARTTARDEN-REACH-ROAD
L T - el
PRESIDENT 3
SrRI BENOY ROY CHOWDHURY (WEST BENGAL)
GENERAL SECRETARY

e,
36A. HALDERPARA ROAD, CALCUTTA-26

Ref. No. 10E¥F/ .

Sth pril 3
Roveid ' the, Laat 00 15 8 poe
The Generzl gecretery, ; it 'k
£11 Indie Trade Union Conzress ¢ t
Hew Uelhi 197% ;/"t %
i
|

Decr Bruther, \ A A
1L, U.Ce General Souncil I

jeeting
Fedorsti n' s lesntion

e have come t» learn th:t the Gensrsl Council e of the

the

. ‘el elelleCo n1ill meot during i5the,16th, 7th, April a2t New Delhi

. to discu::
some importsnt issues reluting to present diy nroblemse

OCur Feder:tion degires to gend oD legation to 3

ur d.
meeting to prrticinste in the deleber: tisnge *f you so desire, our
Genersl Secretiry clong with sme Officer msy -

ttends »lenge 2onfirm by
return cogte

Thanking youia

1 rours £ 1thfally,
L : =i
Lot ’f /&\)\LZZ

by
e

for denersl secret Ty
)

.E,
y
Y

WORKERS OF ALL LANDS UNITE
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) : Fromi. S.9. Patil.
: ) 1881, 'D', Shaniwar
Ta : X.G. Shrivastawa, Peth, Kolhapur.

Secretar YV A.,E.T.U.C.
@ sshoka Road, New Delhi,

Subjectt. Invidation of the Comming meeting of G.C. OF b
A.IIT'U.CQ {.'3;.:,. é!/}
: Lz

Six :
"I read in the T.U.R. and New Age weekly about the meeting
of the general council of the All India Trade Union Congress. I as
a mrember of the counc1ywas waiting up to this time for the circular
of the same. Some of my Colleagues who are not members of the Coun-
cil have received invitations to attand the meeting.
e
Fleasr gend me the circular and inform we *the  defail sipf iithe

Programme of the meeting. At the sam e time I expect that the off .
ige af (tThe A.I.T7.U.C, should keep contack with me . The way it

must bg&,lntalnlnn contact with other members of the General Council.

Expecting an early reply,

( Yours fraternally.
Date:- -4—63. / ;

. “M\ [[// /J‘}"’
iy ‘ v : L/E § §
G
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5 Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi

March 4, 1963
CIRCULAR No,GC/1/63
To All Members of the General Council

Subs: ﬁengfgj Gouncil MQeﬁjng ~ Delhi
April 15-17, 1963)

r

Dear Comrades,

A meeting of the General Council of the AITUC will be held in
the AITUC Office at New Delhi on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
CIE e 116" and,d 7 April 1963. The meeting will commence gt
3 p.m. On 15 April 1963,

The following agenda is proposed:
1) Confirmation of the Minutes of the last meeting
2) Review of - (a) National Defence Fund collections e
(b) Working of Industrial Truce Resolution
(¢) Situation relating to arrests and deten-
tion of trade unionists.

3) Proposals for sending delegations to:

a) International Working Women's Conference (Bucharest,
October 14-19, 1963)

b) May Day delegations P’

c) Conference of Soviet Trade Unions

d) Conference of Mungarian Trade Unions (May 9-12)

e) Conference of CGT, France (May 12-17)

f) International Legal and TU Rights Commission
Of the WFTU, Prague (July 18-19)

4) Union Budget Proposals for ney taxation and their effeect
on the working class A ‘

5) Proposal made by six Indonesian Trade Union Centres fop
calling an Asian-African Workers!' Conference

6) Proposal made by €ight national centres of TUs at
Casablanca for a World TU Conference of gll organisations,
lrrespective of affiliation.

7) Any other subject with the permission of the chair.

made in Mgharashtra Bhawan (Opp. Paharganj Police Station) ,New Delni
on payment of Rs.10 per head for four days (from 15 to 18 April).
Intimation of arrival should be sent latest by 10 April 1963,

You agre cordiaglly invited to attend,

Yours fraternally,

(K.G.Sriwastava)
Secretary
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